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Academic Qualifications  

• Professor in Biotechnology  
• Master’s degree in Education Management \ University of Liverpool \ April 2006. Thesis on education 

development in Iraq, using modern technologies. In addition, the research included capacity-building of 
university staff to improve the educational system in Iraq after 2003 with the aid of British universities. 

• High diploma degree in pedagogy \ University of Manchester Metropolitan \ June 2000 
• PhD in Microbiology and Biotechnology \ April 2004 \ Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh 
• Masters in Physiology \ Al-Basrah University \ June 1978 
• BS in Biological Sciences \ Al-Basrah University \ June 1976 

 
Positions  

• PM Advisor and Executive Director for Higher Committee on Education Development in Iraq, 2020 to date 
• Deputy Minister in the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, 2018-2020 
• Deputy Chairman for the PM’s Advisory Commission and PM’s Advisor for Education and Higher 

Education, 2015-2018 
• Secretary General for the Council of Ministers, 2014-2015 
• Chief of Staff for the PM, 2010-2014 
• Deputy Chairman for the PM’s Advisory Commission and the Prime Minister’s Advisor for Education and 

Higher Education, 2009-2010 
• Scientific Counselor and Academic Advisor at Hilton and Riverside Colleges, 1996-2008 
• Postdoctorate \ Heriot-Watt University, 1994-1996 

 
Professional Experience, 2003 to Present  
During my service as Secretary General for the Council of Ministers, as Chief of Staff in the Office of the PM, and 
as Deputy Chairman for the PM’s Advisory Commission, I supervised many national inter-ministerial 
committees on education, higher education, and culture: 

• Executive Director for the PM’s Initiative for educational development, which was created to send 
10,000 students overseas on scholarship programs to meet the strategic needs of Iraq in 2009.  Today, 
Iraq has launched a new initiative to send 5,000 more students on international scholarships. 

• Chairman of the Higher National Committee to supervise the National Projects on the Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training (TEVT) in collaboration with the EU and UNESCO. 

• Served as liaison to UNICEF, UNESCO, and the World Bank – along with relevant ministries – to achieve 
the national strategy for Education and Higher Education in Iraq (2012-2022).   

• Chairman of the National Education Strategy (2022-2031), which was launched on May 15, 2023.   
• Committee Chairman of the National Strategy for Early Childhood Education (2022-2031). 

I have published more than 60 papers in international journals and six books, one of which has been translated 
into three languages. My latest book on higher education reform, Teaching and Learning and the Management of 
Change, was published by UNESCO in 2012. I have given more than 100 keynote speeches and presentations 
nationally and internationally, and I am a member of more than 10 professional societies. 


