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 Tunisia in a Nutshell 
 
 
 
 

To many people, Tunisia presents itself as an excellent example of a Mediterranean country 
that is also part of the Arab and African world, due to the dynamism of its society. It is also a 
country that marvelously combines tradition and modernity. 

 
Finally, Tunisia is a country which succeeds in combining its own indefinable charm with other, 
European-like qualities. 

 
Population 11.154 million inhabitants 
Life expectancy 75 years 
Capital Tunis 
Official language Arabic 
Currently used 
languages 

French, English and Italian 

Currency Tunisian Dinar (TND) 
Exchange (rate 2017) 1 TND = 0.3671 Euro = 0.4133 USD = 46.9003 JPY 
Time GMT+1 
Climate Mediterranean, 12°C in winter, 30°C in summer (on 

average) 
Source: National Statistics Institute, 2016 

Central Bank of Tunisia, 2018 
 
 
 

GDP 85,490.7 TND million (at current prices) 
Growth rate 0.8 % 
Income per capita 7,321.800 TND 
Exports 27,607.2 TND million (at current prices) 
Imports 39,654.8 TND million (at current prices) 

Source: Central Bank of Tunisia, 2016 
 
 
 

FDI flows 2,244.4 TND million 
New jobs 10,300 

Source: FIPA-TUNISIA, 2017 
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 Living in Tunisia 
 

Renowned for its multiculturalism, Tunisia is a country open to the world. Living and working 
in Tunisia offers a friendly and hospitable environment and living conditions of the most 
enjoyable. Thus, numerous amenities are available in the main cities of the country. 

 
Entry and Accommodation 

Foreigners wishing to engage in a gainful activity in Tunisia are required to hold a residence 
permit (visa and residence permit). 

 
Similarly, any foreigner settling in Tunisia, as part of his business, is entitled to import personal 
effects and household goods. These can be cleared duty free or with deferred payment of duties 
and taxes. 

 
Tunisia has modern residential neighborhoods with luxury housing at affordable costs and well 
below those of European cities. 

 
Indeed, rents in Tunisia are relatively low and affordable compared to those in neighboring 
countries. They vary according to the cities and to the neighborhoods in the same city. 

 
According to a survey conducted by the consulting firm Jones Lang LaSalle and published in 
the 2nd  half of 2014, rent in Tunisia is at its lowest point at about 17 TND per sqm. It remains 
the lowest in North Africa and the Middle East. 

Employment and schooling 

In Tunisia, the labor market is governed by the Labor Code, which guarantees to foreign and 
domestic workers the same rights particularly in terms of remuneration, protection against 
discrimination, prevention against accidents at work and in terms of vocational training. 

 
Entertainment and sports 

In addition to its rich culture, Tunisia boasts lovely beaches, pleasant landscapes, fabulous 
archaeological sites, several golf courses and the opportunity to enjoy premium spa care. 
Indeed, hiking on the gateway to the desert, scuba diving, water sports, spa, quad trips, sea 
excursions, and golf tournaments are only a few examples of the leisure activities offered by 
Tunisia. They can be enjoyed in all northern or southern resorts in summer and in winter. 

 
Tunisia has an array of sports activities with adequate and developed infrastructure. Indeed, 
Tunisia has experienced during the last two decades a boom of sports infrastructure. Fitness 
rooms and sports facilities have multiplied providing hence excellent sports conditions. 
Moreover, it should be noted that cerebral sport is not left behind and recorded the development 
of multiple specialized clubs in chess and scrabble as well as card games.

http://www.investintunisia.tn/En/facilities-to-european-standards_11_28
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Health 

For your health, Tunisia offers high level medical services with a network of specialized modern 
and well-equipped clinics providing a variety of treatments and where an increasingly growing 
number of foreign patients come for their treatment, which is an evidence of the sector’s 
strength. 

 
Indeed, the health sector has always occupied a special place in the economic and social policy. 
The share of health represents 8% of the overall budget and 2% of the GDP. 

 
The Tunisian public infrastructure includes 29 university hospitals (CHU), 109 local hospitals, 
and 33 regional hospitals. In recent years, the country has also recorded an increased presence 
of the private sector. It is structured around 75 specialized or multidisciplinary clinics, 1,808 
dental offices, 5,450 surgeries, 107 radiology practices, 220 test laboratories, 100 hemodialysis 
centers, and 1,800 dispensaries. 

 
In general, the foreign visitor is always surprised at each visit to see the constant changes: new 
shopping centers, hypermarkets, construction of ultramodern buildings, emergence of new 
residential areas, development of green spaces. So, you should not be surprised to see here and 
there, work in progress. The whole country is being modernized with a touch of Mediterranean 
charm. 
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 TUNISIA PROMISING SECTORS 
 
 
 

1. Aerospace Industry 
 

The aerospace industry in Tunisia has experienced a clear expansion for the last decade: 
 

• 81 companies employing over 17 000 people; 
• presence of internationally renowned players such as LATECOERE group, SABENA 

TECHNICS, ZODIAC AEROSPACE, STELIA a subsidiary of EADS Group... 
• activities with high value added, ranging from software / hardware engineering to production 

of aircraft systems as well as high precision cutting and machining 
• an industry exporting nearly 70% of its production to the European Union, one of the most 

competitive markets; 
• continuously growing exports of products and services. 

 
Import – export of the sector: 

 
• The main exported products were electrical assemblies, electronic components, aerospace 

equipment and systems, precision mechanical parts, precision sheet metal parts, engineering 
plastic parts, computer software, wiring harnesses (wiring, assembly of electronic sub-sets), 
surface treatment and the painting. 

• Imports consisting mainly production tools (machines) and raw materials such as aluminum 
plates, bars and rods, copper alloys, stainless steel products, plates and sheets of rubber, and 
composites. 

 
2. Agribusiness 

 
Food industry in Tunisia represents: 

• 1,064 companies representing 18.5% of the industrial fabric (199 totally exporting 
companies and 166 companies with foreign participation) 

• More than 71,000 people (for companies hiring 10 or more employees) 
• 4281.8 MTND in imports in agriculture and food industry in 2014 
• 2297.2 MTND in imports in agriculture and food industry in 2014 
• 60,4M TND of foreign direct investment achieved in 2014; 
• More than 100 export destinations. The main markets remain those of the European Union 

(Italy, France, and Spain) and Libya. New destinations arise, such as: the USA, Canada, 
Russia, Japan, the Middle East and Sub-Saharan countries (Niger, Senegal and Ivory 
Coast). 
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Tunisia is: 
 

 
 

3. Leather & Footwear 
 

The leather and footwear industries in Tunisia consist of: 
• 238 companies (10 or more jobs) employing over 24,880 people, 
• 175 totally exporting companies and more than 114 companies with foreign share-holding, 
• More than TND 720 million of exports value in during the eight months of 2016, 
• FDI flows in 2015: TND 6.2 million representing 13 projects and 230 jobs, 
• 144 foreign or mixed capital companies employing over 19,500 people by the end of 2015. 

 
 

 

4. Mechanical, Electrical and Electronic Industries 
 

The sector of Mechanical, Electrical and Electronic Industries (MEEI) has acquired a 
prominent position in the Tunisian industrial fabric, as: 

• 18% of overall manufacturing industries in terms of number of companies and 26.4% in 
terms of employment positions in 2014; 

• more than 130,000 employment positions; 
• over 1,000 companies including 435 totally exporting units; 
• an average annual growth exceeding 13%; 
• a value added exceeding 3,500 M TND; 
• over 373 companies operating in electricity including 240 totally exporting companies; 

 

The 1st worldwide exporter of olive oil 

The 1st worldwide exporter of dates 

The 2nd exporter of organic products in Africa 

The 10th worldwide tomato producer 

Footwear, stems and accessories are the first products exported by Tunisia, 

The European Union is the 1st partner of Tunisia in the sector in terms of investment and trade. 

Tunisia is the 2nd manufacturer of automotive components in Africa. 

More than 230 companies are operating in the sector of automotive components of which 134 are 
totally exporting and 65 are specialized in aircraft industry. 

Mechanical, Electrical and Electronic Industries (MEEI) are the first export sector in Tunisia with 
45% of industrial exports and 37.4% of exported goods. 

MEEI rank 3rd in industrial investment after agribusiness and IMCCV (Construction Material, 
Ceramics and Glass Industries) 
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Import – exports of the Sector: 
• The coverage rate in this sector has improved from 55.2% in 2009 to 66.9% in 2014and 

exports are up by 11.7% compared with the previous year. 
• 75% of MEEI goods are exported to the European Union (44% to France). 
• The main exported products are cables and cable harnesses, electronic assemblies, 

automotive components, electrical components, lighting materials, waste and scrap of non- 
ferrous materials, connectors, printed circuits, transformers, machined mechanical parts. 

 

5. The plastics industry 
 

The plastics industry experiences a real industrial boom in Tunisia: 
 

• more than 500 companies operating in the sector 
• more than 15,000 people working in the sector; 
• in 2015, a total of 106 units are totally exporting, 
• Foreign direct investment in the plastics sector reached by the end of 2015, the amount of 460 

MTND creating 11,000 employment positions; 
 

The articles manufactured in the industry can be divided according to their use into five groups: 
 

• Household items, carpentry and furniture 
• Articles for agricultural use: plastic films, tubes, pipes, fences, accessories ... 
• Articles for building: plumbing, electrical hardware, protective tubes of electric cables, 

ventilation ducts ... 
• Articles for packaging and handling 
• Technical articles for the automotive industry, household appliances, aerospace ... 

 
Import – Export of the Sector: 

• Plastics, which is an old industry in Tunisia is characterized by the import of large volumes of 
raw materials made of polyethylene, PVC, polystyrene, acetate polymers, polypropylene and 
other polymers and structures for machinery, molds and polymer tools. 

 
• Exports mainly concern technical parts made with high precision molds (polyethylene sheets or 

rolls for agriculture, greenhouse or mulching, tubes and pipes, technical parts for the automotive 
industry, household appliances ...), but also more advanced items like films, sheets, discs audio 
video, furniture and sanitary articles, office supplies ... 

 
 

6. Textile and Apparel 
 

Textile and Apparel in Tunisia is experiencing a true dynamics: 
 

• 1,695 companies employing 10 or more people, of which 1,410 exclusively producing for 
export; 

• one of the main sectors of the manufacturing industry in terms of employment. It employs 
more than 160,000 people; 
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• At the end of 2015, the number of foreign companies reached 1,142 employing more 

than 125,274 people; 
• FDI flows in 2015: TND 40.8 million of which TND 10.3 million are in form of new projects 

and TND 30.5 million are expansion projects. 
 

 

Tunisia is 5th largest supplier of Europe and 2nd supplier of France in this field. 
 

• 1 Workwear out of 3 
• 1 swimsuit out of 2 
• 1 jean out of 3 
• 1 bra out of 3 

Import – Export of the Sector: 
• Exports of the T&A sector, over TND 4,991.45 million in 2015, record a good performance 

in exports of garments in the warps and in the woof, knitted garments, fabrics and sewing thread. 
• Tunisian imports are mainly related to fabrics. They are sourced from traditional suppliers: 

Italy, France and Turkey (and increasingly from China and Germany). 

Tunisia is among the world leading providers in apparel. 

Tunisia is 9th largest supplier of Europe and 2nd supplier of France in this field. 
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 Business Climate in Tunisia 
 
 
 

Competitive Economy 
 

Being among the most competitive economies in Africa and the Arab world, the Tunisian 
economy offers businesses an environment of higher quality than those found in main 
competing countries. 

 
The education level of the active population, the sound macroeconomic management, and the 
quality of public institutions are particularly favorable to business competitiveness. 

 
Global Competitiveness 

Tunisia is ranked 1st in North Africa in terms of 
 

• Talent Competitiveness | "Global Talent Competitiveness Index 2017, INSEAD" 
• Entrepreneurship Ecosystem | "Global Entrepreneurship Index 2017, GEDI" 
• Innovation | "Bloomberg Innovation Index 2017, Bloomberg" 
• Competitive Industrial Performance | "Competitive Industrial Performance Index 2016, 

UNIDO" 
• ICT Development | "Measuring the Information Society Report, 2016" 
• Transition to E-commerce | "B2C E-commerce Index 2016, UNCTAD" 

 
 

Favorable FDI Destination 
 

• Foreign investment culture in Tunisia is not new. In the 1970s, a large number of foreign 
companies started settling in the country which became a key offshore destination. 

• Today, 3,455 foreign companies have settled in Tunisia providing over 376,470 jobs. In a 
business environment similar to that of many countries of Southern Europe, they enjoy more 
attractive incentives. 

• In 2017, FDI inflows amounted to 2,244.4 MTND. 
 

Major Groups that Invested in Tunisia: 
 

3 SUISSES  KASCHKE  SIOEN 
AKZO NOBEL  KBE 

ELEKTROTECHNIK 
 SOCIETE GENERALE 

ASTEEL  KROMBERG & 
SCHUBERT 

 SOMFY 

AUTOLIV  LACROIX 
ELECTRONICS 

 ST 
MICROELECTRONICS 

AVENTIS 
SANOFI 

 LATECOERE  STREAM 

BAXTER  LEONI  SUMITOMO 
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BENETTON  LUCENT 
TECHNOLOGIES 

 TELEPERFORMANCE 

BNP  MARQUARDT  TOTAL 
CROWN CORK  MIROGLIO  UNILEVER 
DANONE  NESTLE  VALEO 
DRÄXLMAIER  ORANGE  VAN DE VELDE 
ELECTROLUX  OOREDOO  VAN LAACK 
FAURECIA  PFIZER  YAMAICHI ELECTRONICS 
FRAM  PHILIPS  YAZAKI 
GENERAL 
ELECTRIC 

 PHOENIX  YURA CORPORATION 

GM  QNB  ZODIAC 
GROUPE BPCE  RIEKER   

HAIER  SCANIA   

HEINEKEN  SHELL   

HENKEL  STELIA   

HUTCHINSON  SIEMENS   

JOHNSON 
CONTROLS 

    

 
 
 

Geostrategic Position 
Located at the junction of the eastern and western basin of the Mediterranean, and only 140 km 
from Europe, Tunisia enjoys a privileged geographical position which makes it a regional hub 
for investment as well as for trade and production. 

 
Within less than three hours flying time from European capitals and major cities of the Middle 
East, Tunisia is at the heart of the Euro-Mediterranean logistic chain. 

 
It is also the favorite destination for those who decide to access a market of 500 million 
consumers. 

 

Outward Orientation 
With 1,300 km of coastline, Tunisia is naturally outward looking. Its exports amounted to 
nearly 30 % of its GDP. 

 
Foreign direct investment, in turn, represents a share of about 10 % of gross fixed capital 
formation (GFCF). This reflects the significant interaction of the Tunisian economy with the 
outside. 

 
Opening towards the European Union’s Market 

 
Following the Association and free trade agreement with the European Union, signed in 1995, 
Tunisia became an Advanced EU Partner in November 2012. This status grants Tunisia 
commercial benefits, strengthening its economic agreements with the EU and thus giving 
priority to its exports to European markets. 



The American Chamber of Commerce in Tunisia 2019 

 

 
The negotiations towards the signature of a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement 
(DCFTA) are currently underway to ensure the progressive integration of Tunisia in the 
internal market of the EU and to build a Common Economic Space. 

 
In 2015, the value of exports to the EU reached 9.5 billion €, making Europe the largest 
economic and trade partner of the country. 

 
Regional and International Integration 

 
 

As part of its policy to promote and diversify its trade, Tunisia has signed a number of 
preferential bilateral and multilateral agreements: 

 
• A bilateral agreement establishing a free trade area with Turkey; 
• A Free Trade Area Agreement with EFTA countries; 
• The Agadir Free Trade Agreement between Jordan, Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia; 
• Bilateral agreements establishing a free trade area with Libya, Egypt, Morocco, Jordan and 

Iraq; 
• An agreement establishing the Pan-Arab Free Trade Zone with 18 countries of the League of 

Arab States; 
• Tunisia joined the OECD (Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development) Declaration 

on International Investment and Multinational Enterprises in 2012. 
 

 

A Regional Hub 
Tunisia is a preferred site for investors wishing to serve neighboring markets like the 
Algerian and Libyan markets. It also stands as a regional platform to cover on the one hand, 
the European countries and on the other hand, African countries, as well as the Arab Gulf 
where countries enjoy strong growth and high purchasing power. 

 
Preferential Access to Several Markets 
Tunisia benefits from reduced tariffs granted under the Generalized System of Preferences 
(GSP), which promotes the integration of countries into the multilateral trading system and 
contributes to promoting development through trade. 

 
The GSP covers a wide range of exported products mainly manufactured, agricultural and 
craft goods with the United States, Canada, Japan, Switzerland and Australia. 

• Tunisia is signatory to 52 double taxation conventions and 54 bilateral agreements on 
investment promotion and protection. 

• Tunisia is an original member of the World Trade Organization since 1995. 

Tunisia became the 20th member of COMESA in July 2018. 
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Tunisia also enjoys preferential access to markets in several African countries in the 
framework of bilateral agreements. 

 
 

Airport and Marine Infrastructure 
Tunisia occupies a privileged position near the busiest shipping lanes and air routes. Through 
its strategic infrastructure choices, it aims to foster exchanges and increase trade flows. 

 
• Tunisia has 9 international airports providing more than 2,000 weekly flights and serving 

about 50 foreign cities, 
 

• Maritime Infrastructure is made up of 7 commercial ports and one oil terminal with a monthly 
frequency of 62 regular lines. 

 
 

Railway and Road Infrastructure 
 

The railway network is 2,167 km long and covers all regions of Tunisia. 
 

About 12 million tons of goods composed of phosphate, building materials, cereals, food 
products, iron ore, zinc and lead are transported annually. 

 
The Tunisian road network covers approximately 20,000 km of paved roads and 640 km of 
highways extending over the entire country. It links the main urban centers and potential 
development sites and provides great efficiency of transport services. 

 
The road network, which is constantly being developed, will reach more than 1,000 km of 
highways by the end of the five-year development plan (2016-2020). 

 

Telecommunication Infrastructure 
 

The existing telecommunication network in Tunisia is considered among the most developed 
and most performing in the region and Tunisia aims to become, by 2018, an international digital 
destination under the National Strategic Plan "Digital Tunisia 2018", aimed at consolidating 
and strengthening the use of ICT in all fields of activities. 

 
Foreign companies can set up communication links to virtually all parts of the world at 
competitive   costs   through   modern   and   fully   digitized   networks   using   optical fibres, 
SDH, ATM, ADSL and other extended wireless bandwidths, that can provide large capacities 
and high speeds for voice and data transmission. 

 
The network features: 

• 130.5 % in terms of density of mobile telephony; 
• 7.8 % annual growth of outgoing voice traffic In mobile networks for international calls; 
• 98.8 % of subscribers to high speed Internet;
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• 25 % of penetration rate for smart phones compared to total internet connections. 
 
 

The largest Data Center in Africa « DATAXION » is located in Tunisia. 
Ministry of Communication Technologies and Digital Economy 

 

Industrial Infrastructure 
 

Industrial Zones 
Tunisia currently has 152 industrial zones covering distributed all over the country. 
New industrial zones are regularly planned to meet the growing demand for industrial land. 

 
To this end, a new industrial estate development program provides for the construction of 64 
industrial zones covering a total area of 1 599 hectares. 

Business Parks 
Tunisia offers foreign investors two operational business parks (free zones) with high quality 
services: Bizerte and Zarzis - Jerba. 

 
They host industries, trade and services intended for export. The Bizerte Park is located in the 
port of the city (60 km from Tunis Airport) and the Zarzis Park is half an hour from the airport 
of Djerba. 

 
In addition to providing a strategic geographical position and proximity to major oil and gas 
resources, the Parks offer several investment incentives, namely: 

 
• Freedom in foreign trade and foreign exchange; 
• Flexibility in employment. 

 

Technology Infrastructure 
 

Competitiveness Clusters 
 

In Tunisia, the competitiveness clusters are designed for two major purposes: on the one hand, 
activities in the field of training and scientific and technological research and on the other 
hand production and technological development in a variety of fields. 

 
The eleven operational technoparks are spread over several regions and cover the following 
areas: 

 
• Ariana: Information and communication technologies 
• Borj Cédria: Plant biotechnology, renewable energy, environment 
• Sidi Thabet: Engineering applied to health & pharmaceutical industries 
• Sousse: Mechanical and electrical industries and IT 
• Sfax: Information and communication technologies 
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• Monastir: Textiles and clothing 
• Bizerte: Food industry 
• Gafsa: Industrial & technological activities, services 
• Gabès: Environmental industry & environmental Technology 
• Manouba: Textiles and clothing 
• Médenine: Exploitation and enhancement of natural resources of the Sahara 

 
 

Cyberparks 
 

Tunisia also has fifteen cyberparks covering various specialties. The activities of cyberparks 
focus on the development of software, website maintenance and creation and services related 
to remote communication technologies (ICT) and call centers. These cyber parks also work as 
incubators for businesses operating in ICT. 

 

A Performing Education System 
 

Pioneer in the field of education in the MENA area, Tunisia devotes almost 14% of the total 
State budget - representing 7 % of its GDP - to the development of its education system. 

 
Tunisia is also one of the first countries in North Africa and the Arab countries to engage in 
the field of e-Learning. 

 
Thanks to its quality and accessibility to all, the education system in Tunisia achieved the 
following performance: 

 
• 99 % of schooling rate 
• 6 654 educational institutions 
• 268 higher education institutions 65 of which are private universities 
• Over 1 000 vocational training centers 

 

 
 

Skilled Human Resources 
 

Tunisia is considered as a pool of talents in the Mediterranean area with: 
 

• About 65 000 new graduates 
• More than 30 % of graduates in the fields of engineering, computer science, multimedia and 

other technical branches 
• More than 300 000 enrolled university students. 

Tunisia ranks 3rd on a global level in terms of postgraduate degree rates in science, 
engineering, industry and construction. 

 
The Global Innovation Index, 2016 
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In terms of availability in the labor market of scientists and engineer, Tunisia is ahead of several 
neighboring countries and is ranked 48th by the Global Competitiveness Report 2016- 2017 
(World Economic Forum). 

 

 
 

R&D Expertise 
Acknowledging that the success of a knowledge-based strategy depends on the creation of an 
environment conducive to innovation and creative thinking, Tunisia has adapted its academic 
training offer to the needs of scientific research and skills development. 

 
Many international companies have set up expertise centers in Tunisia employing hundreds of 
Tunisian engineers and executives: ACTIA, ALCATEL-LUCENT, LEONI, SAGEM, 
SIEMENS, and, ZODIAC EQUIPMENT… 

 

Incentive Legislation 
 

The Tunisian economy is characterized by increasing liberalization, greater integration in the 
global economy and stronger competitiveness combined with a new regulatory and tax 
incentive framework. 

 
The new Investment Law, which came into force on the 1st of April 2017, offers the 
following advantages: 

 
• total freedom of foreign equity participation for offshore companies, 
• reduction in the number of authorizations and review of the relevant specifications, 
• freedom of access to land ownership for the realization of the investment, 
• guarantees to the investor in compliance with international standards for fair and equitable 

treatment and for the protection of industrial and intellectual property, 
• freedom to transfer of funds (profits, dividends and assets) abroad, 
• possibility to hire 30 % of foreign executives during the first 3 years by simple declaration 

and 10 % thereafter with 4 executives guaranteed in all cases, 
 

Financial and Tax incentives 
 

• Income tax rate reduced to 10 % for totally exporting companies, 
• Total exemption from VAT and customs duties on inputs to products to be re-exported, 
• Total tax exemption of benefits for up to 10 years granted to companies operating in regional 

development zones 
• Specific investment grants in regional development zones covering up to 30 % of investment 

cost capped at 3 MTND 

In 2015, Tunisia trained more than 9 000 new engineers. 
 

Ministry of Higher Education, 2015-2016 
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• Investment grants for priority sectors and value chains, 
• Economic yield grant on intangible investment and research and development expenditure 
• Subsidy of employers’ contribution to mandatory schemes, 
• Subsidy of expenses incurred under training programs leading to certification, 

 
 

Specific Incentives for Regional Development Zones 
(ZDR) 

 
There are two regional development zones for investments in industry, crafts and a range of 
services: a regional development zone of the first group and a regional development zone of 
the second group. 

 
Within these specific geographical boundaries, there are specific investment incentives that 
are much more favorable to investors wishing to respectively establish their businesses in the 
zone of the second group and in the zone of the first group. 

 
These benefits and incentives are summarized in the table below: 

 
 
 

 Regional 
Development Zones 
under the 2nd Group 

Regional 
Development Zones 
under the 1st Group 

Financial benefits in the 
form of subsidies, 
including revolving capital 
capped at 10 % of project 
cost 

30% max 3 MTND 15% max 1.5 MTND 

Deduction of business - 
generated revenues or 
profits 

100% during the first 
ten years of operation 
and subject to 10 % 
thereafter 

100% during the first 
five years of 
operation and subject 
to 10 % thereafter 

Coverage of employer’s 
contribution to social 
security legal scheme 

100% for 10 years 100% for 5 years 

Coverage of infrastructure 
costs in industrial 
businesses capped at 10 % 
of project cost 

85% max 1 MTND 65% max 1 MTND 

Contribution to the Fund 
for the Promotion of 
Social Housing 
(FOPROLOS) 

Exemption for an 
unlimited period of 
time 

No advantages 

Vocational Training Tax 
(TFP) 

In compliance with the legislation in force, the 
TFP is not payable by the companies 
benefiting from the advantages of regional 
development. 
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Attractive Regulation 
 

Freedom of Investment and Market Access 
 

The investment law allows freedom of investment and grants open access to the Tunisian 
market. Hence, with the revision of economic activities requiring prior authorization foreigners 
can freely invest in all sectors covered by the law and can own up to 100 % of the project’s 
capital without authorization. 

 
The main advantages of Tunisian investment regulations are as follows: 

 
• Abolition of the authorization of the Superior Commission of Investment (49 activities) for 

foreigners, 
• Reduction in the number of authorizations and revision of the specifications, 
• Definition of time limits for each authorization and requirement to provide the reasons for 

refusal, failing a response within the deadline, the authorization is deemed to have been granted, 
• Total freedom of foreign participation in the capital for offshore companies, 
• Freedom of access to land ownership for the realization of investment, 
• Freedom to transfer funds (profits, dividends and assets) abroad. 

 
 

Simple Incorporation procedures 
 

In order to facilitate the settlement procedures of foreign investors in Tunisia, simplified 
procedures have been established to ensure fair and impartial treatment of investors enabling 
significant savings in time and cost. 

 
To this end, Tunisia provides the one-stop desk of APII which is a center gathering all 
administrative and legal procedures necessary for the legal incorporation of a company. 

 
ISO 9001 certified, it brings together in one space, both in Tunis and at the multiple regional 
offices, the different public institutions involved in the required procedures to create a business: 
declarations of investment projects and incorporation of companies. 

 
It is responsible for completing within 24 hours following the receipt of incorporation 
documents and examination of their admissibility, the required procedures for the establishment 
of the legal entities to be created. 
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APII implemented an online service for business incorporation, allowing, through reliable 
electronic tools, the completion of the administrative and legal procedures required for the 
constitution of SA, SARL... 

 
Protection of intellectual property 

 

In Tunisia, the intellectual by the provisions of national legislation and by international treaties 
covering this field. 

 
Similarly, the Investment Law offers Tunisian and foreign investors more guarantees in 
compliance with international standards for fair and equitable treatment and for the protection 
of industrial and intellectual property. 

 
The registration of industrial designs, inventions and trademarks is made at the National 
Institute for Standardization and Industrial Property (INNORPI). Depending on its nature, the 
protection is effective for: 

 
• 20 years for patents 
• A renewable period of 10 years for trademarks, 
• 5, 10 or 15 years for industrial designs 

 
To address the problems of intellectual property and to enhance the protection of scientific 
results through patents, Tunisia implemented well-defined legal and financial frameworks. 

 
In this regard, TUNISIA, member of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
(November 1975), is a signatory to several international agreements and is also member of most 
international conventions on the protection of intellectual property: 

 
• signatory to the Paris Convention on the protection of patents, 
• signatory to the Agreement of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development on 

the protection of trademarks and licenses, 
• member of the International Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID). 

 
Flexible Recruitment Procedures 

 
Tunisia offers foreign investors an educated workforce that can be quickly trained to new techniques 
and skills. Recruitment of staff in Tunisia is free and competitive. 

 
To recruit its staff foreign entrepreneurs may use both national support organizations such as the 
National Agency for Employment and Independent Work (ANETI), the National Bureau of 
Employment of Managers (BNEC) or their regional offices, and private recruitment firms. 
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Peacefulness and Hospitality 
 

Tunisia is a peaceful country that has never experienced wars since the Punic Wars 
(3rdcentury BC). 

 
The Tunisian people led the first revolution of the 21st century in a peaceful manner which in 
many respects remains exemplary and unique in the Arab world. 
Tunisians are the direct heirs of several successive civilizations: Berbers, Phoenicians, 
Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Turkish, or French. They have shaped their personalities across 
generations. 

 
Libertarians and pacifists, Tunisians enjoy not only noble values such as hospitality, tolerance 
and happiness, but also the spirit of creative thinking, sense of initiative, determination to 
succeed and above all, adaptability 

 

 

A Pioneering Society 
 

While perfectly combining modernity and tradition, Tunisia has always been pioneering in its choice 
of society. These choices have made of Tunisia a model for the Arab world: 

 
• a remarkable literacy rate country with the enhancement of education at an early stage of its 

history, 
• a singular status of women and among the most advanced: first Arab female doctor (in 1936), 

minister (in 1983), captain (early 1980's), activists of human rights ... 
• a homogeneous population from the point of view of religion and language ensuring that no 

ethnic divide affects it enhancing thus its unity and solidarity, 
• an educated and informed Tunisian youth that is fond of new information technologies. 

Tunisia has all the ingredients to be the dove of freedom of the Arab and Muslim world and to 
act as a workshop of excellence for a successful democratic transition. 

 
Tunisia is the first Arab country to: 

 
• abolish slavery in 1846, 
• draft a constitution in 1861, 
• guarantee women's rights through the enactment in 1956 of the Personal Status Code, 
• give women the right to vote in 1957, 
• adopt, in 2014, a new Constitution that stands out by its civil state based on citizenship, the will 

of the people and the supremacy of law. 

Tunisia leads in continental Africa in terms of the well-being of its population. 
 

Social Progress Index, 2016 
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Facilities to European Standards 
 

In Tunisia, the conditions of life are most pleasant and are similar to those of southern 
European countries. In addition to the mild climate and the variety of landscapes, Tunisia has 
all facilities and amenities necessary for the foreign investor to live comfortably: 

 
• A rich cultural, artistic, historical and archaeological heritage 
• modern residential neighborhoods with luxury homes at reasonable cost, much lower than 

European cities, 
• many shopping malls and hypermarkets (CARREFOUR, GEANT, MONOPRIX) offering the 

most varied products and where all brands are represented, 
• foreign schools: French, Canadian, British, Italian , Russian and American, 
• Various and developed infrastructure for tourism, leisure and sports 
• high standard medical services with a network of modern and specialized clinics offering 

varied medical care and where more and more foreign patients come to treat, 
 

 

Cultural and Leisure Activities Accessible to All 
 

Cultural life in Tunisia is rich and varied. It offers many entertainment and broadcast venues 
ranging from cultural centers to libraries, film clubs and art galleries, through media clubs not 
to mention the theatre and music companies as well as international festivals and events. 

 
Indeed, Tunisia which is leader in North Africa in terms of well-being of its population 
(Social Progress Index 2015) boasts the following assets: 

 
• Precious archaeological heritage: the soil contains many treasures of the past and invites you 

to travel across time. The beauty and charm of the sites are preserved some of which are part 
of the World Heritage. 

• several international festivals: the Carthage Film Days, the Tabarka Jazz Festival, the festival 
of symphonic music at the Coliseum of El Djem, the festivals of Carthage and Hammamet, 
the Sahara festival in Douz … 

• an important tourist infrastructure: more than 840 hotel units of different categories, more 
than 350 tourist restaurants, 10 marinas for 1500 berths, 8 golf courses as well as spa centers 
located in all tourist areas of the country operating under the most demanding international 
standards 

• Multiple public and private amusement and leisure parks located both inside and outside 
tourist areas. 

Tunisia is the leader in North Africa in terms of the quality of the health care system. 
Health Care Index, 2016 



The American Chamber of Commerce in Tunisia 2019 

 

 
 
 

 Tunisia USA Trade Relations 
 
 
 

TUNISIA /USA Bilateral Agreements: 
• Framework Agreement of Economic and Technical Aid dated March 26, 

1957. 
• Agreement Concerning the Guarantees Granted to Investments dated March 

19, 1959. 
• Cultural Cooperation Agreement dated September 28, 1979. 
• Non-double Taxation Agreement dated June 17, 1985. 
•  Treaty Concerning the Reciprocal Encouragement and Protection of 

Investment dated May 15, 1990. 
• Scientific and Technological Agreement signed on June 22, 2004 in Tunis 

 
Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) signed in Washington on October 1, 
2002 (on the sidelines of the 4th ministerial conference of USA-Maghreb Economic 
Partnership) is subject to ongoing negotiations. 

 

Tunisia US Trade Statistics 
2019 : U.S. trade in goods with Tunisia 

NOTE: All figures are in millions of U.S. dollars on a nominal basis, not seasonally adjusted 
unless otherwise specified. Details may not equal totals due to rounding. Table reflects only 
those months for which there was trade. 

 
 
 

Month Exports Imports Balance 

January 2019 40.4 41.9 -1.5 

February 2019 21.9 41.1 -19.2 

March 2019 49.4 39.6 9.8 

TOTAL 2019 111.6 122.5 -10.8 
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2018: U.S. trade in goods with Tunisia 

NOTE: All figures are in millions of U.S. dollars on a nominal basis, not seasonally adjusted 
unless otherwise specified. Details may not equal totals due to rounding. Table reflects only 
those months for which there was trade. 

 
Month Exports Imports Balance 

January 2018 42.7 46.9 -4.1 
February 2018 33.4 82.2 -48.8 
March 2018 32.9 56.9 -24.0 
April 2018 70.1 66.9 3.2 
May 2018 53.2 53.1 0.1 
June 2018 47.5 46.6 0.8 
July 2018 43.0 42.0 1.0 
August 2018 42.7 109.2 -66.5 
September 2018 57.6 31.6 25.9 
October 2018 44.3 41.7 2.6 
November 2018 61.5 34.1 27.4 
December 2018 67.8 37.7 30.1 
TOTAL 2018 596.6 649.0 -52.4 

 
 

2017: U.S. trade in goods with Tunisia 
NOTE: All figures are in millions of U.S. dollars on a nominal basis, not seasonally adjusted 
unless otherwise specified. Details may not equal totals due to rounding. Table reflects only 
those months for which there was trade. 

 
 
 

Month Exports Imports Balance 

January 2017 85.6 26.2 59.5 

February 2017 21.7 29.4 -7.7 
March 2017 53.1 67.9 -14.8 
April 2017 36.8 33.2 3.7 
May 2017 48.5 37.7 10.8 
June 2017 44.5 36.9 7.6 
July 2017 27.5 36.4 -8.9 
August 2017 50.0 62.4 -12.4 
September 2017 23.0 30.1 -7.1 
October 2017 60.7 31.0 29.7 
November 2017 55.3 28.3 27.0 
December 2017 44.5 42.8 1.6 
TOTAL 2017 551.3 462.3 89.0 
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2016: U.S. trade in goods with Tunisia 

NOTE: All figures are in millions of U.S. dollars on a nominal basis, not seasonally adjusted 
unless otherwise specified. Details may not equal totals due to rounding. Table reflects only 
those months for which there was trade. 

 
Month Exports Imports Balance 

January 2016 33.6 32.9 0.8 

February 2016 62.9 34.9 28.0 
March 2016 23.8 39.9 -16.1 
April 2016 26.1 35.5 -9.5 
May 2016 52.3 37.2 15.1 
June 2016 55.6 33.4 22.1 
July 2016 39.9 39.4 0.5 
August 2016 68.5 28.3 40.2 
September 2016 31.4 24.4 7.0 
October 2016 44.9 36.0 8.9 
November 2016 47.4 26.6 20.8 
December 2016 40.9 23.5 17.4 
TOTAL 2016 527.3 392.1 135.2 
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Sightseeing in Tunisia 
A glimpse into the Splendors of Tunisia 

It may be but a slim wedge of North Africa’s vast horizontal expanse, but Tunisia has enough history 
and diverse natural beauty to pack a country many times its size. With a balmy, sand- fringed 
Mediterranean coast, scented with jasmine and sea breezes, and where the fish on your plate is 
always fresh, Tunisia is prime territory for a straightforward sun-sand-and-sea holiday. 

But beyond the beaches, it’s a thrilling, underrated destination where distinct cultures and incredible 
extremes of landscape can be explored in just a few days. Tunis is refashioning itself as an 
ambitiously modern Arab capital, though both its long Ottoman and not-so-distant colonial past still 
have a powerful, palpable presence. In the north, lakes teem with pink flamingos, surprising deep-
green forests rise up from the coast, and gently rolling plains are dotted with olive and citrus  trees.  
To the  south,  the   ever-enchanting   sands   of   the Sahara stretch  deep into Africa and the 
traditions of the indigenous Berbers persevere. 

Tunis is a good introduction to the opposing character of Tunisia’s Western and Eastern influences, 
though it’s by no means the country’s most interesting city. The tangled streets of the medina are 
crammed with people selling, buying and carting goods around, enveloped in the scent of spices 
and sweat. Its chaos is infectious, and you may end up bargaining to the last dinar with a 
shopkeeper, before flopping onto a pavement café, savoring your purchase. The medina’s maze is 
contrasted by the straight lines of the Ville Nouvelle, centered on Ave Habib Bourguiba, a wide, 
tree-lined street where locals stroll in the evenings amid cafés that dot the sidewalks. Tunis’ best 
attractions are outside of town: the wonderful Bardo Museum and mysterious ruins of the ancient 
Carthage are Tunisia’s most comprehensive and fascinating archaeological and artistic sights. The 
evening hubbub is all strolling families and shy couples, while the younger and the hipper head out 
to the gorgeous Mediterranean suburb of Sidi Bou Saïdfor night-time fun. Tunis is best enjoyed in 
a day, after which you can move on to smaller and better things. 

Top places to visit in Tunis & around 
 

1- Tunis Medina 
This sprawling maze of ancient streets 
and alleyways is a national treasure. It's 
home to numerous cave-like souks selling 
everything from shoes to shisha pipes, as 
well as lavishly tiled cafes, back streets 
full of artisans at work, and residential 
areas punctuated by grand, brightly 
painted doorways. Historic palaces, 
mosques and medersas are scattered 
throughout. An atmospheric time to 
explore is early morning, when all is 
serene apart from the cafes and fragrant 
breakfast stalls. The main drag 

at any other time can be unbearably hot, crowded and noisy, but the crush soon dissipates a 
few streets either side. You'll also find a number of ancient hammams. 

http://www.hoteltravel.com/tunisia/guides/sightseeing.htm
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2- Souq el-Attarine 
The medina markets (souqs) were organized into different commercial areas. Refined trades 
surrounded the Zaytouna Mosque, while dirtier businesses such as tanners or blacksmiths 
stayed on the outskirts. The markets are either named after their traditional trade or their 
founding community, such as Souq el-Grana - the Livornese Jews' Souq. The main markets 
include the Souq el-Attarine - the Perfume Makers' Souq, dating from the 13th century, near 
the Zaytouna Mosque. 

Today it's largely souvenirs, but there are plenty of essential oils too. The quilted satin baskets 
on sale are for wedding gifts. 

 

3- Zaytouna Mosque 
At the medina's heart lies this beautiful mosque, its forest of columns scrounged from Roman 
Carthage. Non-Muslims can only enter the courtyard, but it's still deeply impressive. 

 

 

4- Dar Ben Abdallah Museum 
Built in 1796, one of the medina's 
finest former palaces houses the Dar 
Ben Abdallah Museum, a chance to 
imagine how the wealthy lived within 
the medina. It belonged to a high- 
ranking officer and had a 19th- 
century makeover in fashionable 
Italianate style. 
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5- Sidi Bou Said: Where to stay, eat and get around 
Sidi Bou Said is a lovely town just north of 
Tunis, located on top of a steep cliff 
overlooking the Mediterranean. The 
cobbled streets are lined with art shops, 
souvenir stalls and cafes. Brilliant blue 
doors are framed with white-washed 
walls, draped in fragrant, cascading 
flowers. It's just a beautiful place to 
explore. Sidi Bou Said has inspired artists 
like Paul Klee and writer André Gide. 

 
Sidi Bou Said has one of the best 
boutique hotels in Tunisia, the Dar Said. 
It's a good place to base yourself if you 

want visit Tunis and explore the Roman ruins of  Carthage.  There are  also  some  very nice 
restaurants with excellent views. 

 
Tour groups visiting Tunis from the busy beach resorts farther south stop in Sidi Bou Said, so 
it's quite busy during the day, but still charming. Sidi Bou Said is known to be a world-wide 
heritage of the UNESCO. 

 
6- Bardo Museum 

The country's top museum has a magnificent, must-see collection that provides a vibrant 
vision of ancient North African life. 
The original, glorious Husseinite 
palace now connects with a stark and 
dramatic contemporary addition, 
doubling exhibition space. 

 
Highlights are a huge stash of 
incredibly well-preserved Roman 
mosaics, rare Phoenician artifacts 
and early Islamic ceramics. The 
Bardo is 4km northwest of the city 
center. 

 

 
 
 
 

7- Carthage National Museum 

Opening hours: 9.30am-4.30pm mid- 
Sep–Apr, 9am-5pm May-mid-Sep Tue- 
Sun 
Website: www.bardomuseum.tn 

 

This museum houses a fascinating collection of findings from excavation of Carthage 
regarding both Punic and Roman era. 

 

 
Museums in Tunisia 
24 museums and antiquariums spread over the 
country, some established on the site from where 
the displayed objects were excavated, attest to a 
several thousand year old history and traditions. 

 
For more information please: 
http://www.patrimoinedetunisie.com.tn/eng/muse 
es.htm 

http://www.bardomuseum.tn/
http://www.patrimoinedetunisie.com.tn/eng/musees.htm
http://www.patrimoinedetunisie.com.tn/eng/musees.htm
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Hammamet is all about beaches. The best stretches northwest from the medina. Dotted by 
private hotel areas, it has plenty of public bits, and water sports facilities at regular intervals. 
There's a lovely stretch outside the International Cultural Centre. If you have your own 
transport, you can drive out beyond Yasmine - after the buildings stop, the beach is empty and 
wild, and seems to go on forever. 

 
The beach running towards Nabeul is also well worth spreading your towel on. 

8- Hammamet Medina 

The Hafsid Ottomans built the sandcastle Medina, with 2m-thick walls, on the site of a 9th- 
century Aghlabid structure. It was built between 1463 and 1474, and up to 1881 the medina 
was Hammamet - a fortified village of 300 inhabitants. 
The three gates were closed at night and for Friday prayer. Now, souvenir shops envelope the 
web-like old souqs, but the southern residential district is particularly well preserved. 

 
 

Top Places to Visit in North West 
 
 

1- Tabarka 
A quiet coastal town with a tough old Genoese fort (closed to the public) backing a long curve 
of alluring white sand that stretches below, is locally known as ‘music town’, thanks to all the 
music festivals that take place here. In just a few months you can go from the sophisticated 
jazz festival to the sounds of Raï or Latin beats, when everyone gets down and 

dances all day. 
 

Tabarka is a Tunisians’ resort, rarely 
visited by foreigners. It’s therefore little 
developed, with an old-fashioned feel, and 
pavement cafés where men suck 
on shishas and watch the world go by. 

 
 
 
 

2- Dougga 
Dougga, or Thugga, is undoubtedly the most prestigious of Tunisia’s archaeological sites. 
Several factors contribute to its standing on the Tunisian archaeological scene: its location 
on a spur dominating the rich Mejerdah valley (Thugga, in the Libyc language means green), 
the size of the site extending over several dozen hectares and covering several historical 

eras, the vegetation – in particular the 
many centuries old olive grove 
surrounding it - and of course, the 
excellent state of conservation of most 
of its monuments, some of which, such 
as the capitol or the theatre, were 
“restored to their upright position” 
during a campaign undertaken just after 
the first world war by prisoners of war. 

 
Therefore, from the “dolmens” to the 
Byzantine fortifications, all the stages in 
the history of ancient Africa are 
illustrated on the site by outstanding 
monuments, buildings that figure 

amongst the most elegant and elaborate of the Mediterranean basin, such as the capitol, the 
theatre, the Lybico-Punic mausoleum, or the superb patrician villas. 
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Dougga was inscribed on the World Heritage List and turned into a national archaeological 
park, thus conferring upon it the most appropriate care and the widest range of services. 

 
Top Places to Visit in Central Coast & Kairouan 

 

As you move from the north into the south, the greenery dissipates, and the landscape 
becomes unobstructed and parched. This part of Tunisia is among the most fascinating, with 
the vibrancy of Sousse, a Mediterranean city with a lovely beach and a tangled medina, the 
sparkling harbor at Mehdia, the incredible colosseum at El-Jem. 

Sousse is Tunisia’s liveliest town, full of the daily bustle of visitors, students and locals who fill 
the streets all day long. The huge medina draws people in, spitting them out hours later sweaty 
and laden with shopping, but mostly happy. The medina stands in the center, cordoned off 
from the rest of town by high, medieval fortifications that look like a sandcastle cake. Sousse 
also has one of the most attractive beaches, with sand so smooth and perfect you’ll enjoy just 
rolling around in its softness, though it might take you a while to get it out of every crevice later. 

 

1- Boujaffar Beach 
Sousse's Boujaffar Beach, with its multi-kilometer stretch of high-rise hotels, cafés and 
restaurants, is the city's landmark. 
Named somewhat incongruously after a local Muslim holy man, the soft, sandy strip is a 
playground where families picnic, children frolic, foreigners sunbathe and the warm, calm 
waters of the Mediterranean is everyone's bathtub. 

 
2- Museum Dar Essid 

This small, private museum is also not to be missed. In a quiet part of the medina, it occupies 
a beautiful old home, furnished in the style of a well-to-do 19th-century Sousse official and his 
family. The dimensions of the elaborately decorated, arched door are the first indication of the 
owner's status. It opens into a small anteroom for meeting strangers, and then into a tiled 
courtyard surrounded by the family rooms. 

A plaque in the courtyard reveals that the house was built in AD 928, making it one of the 
oldest in the medina. There's an extravagance reflected in the Andalusian tiled façades and 
items ranging from European antique furniture to traditional perfume bottles, from decorative 
plaster work to a 700-year-old wedding contract, and marble from Carrara in Italy. Check out 
the Roman lamp with the graphic depiction of a copulating couple; it's by the master bed to 
remind the husband to demonstrate his control and stamina until the lamp went out. 

The upstairs area, reached by a heavily restored staircase, is the old servant's quarters and 
there's a pleasant café with splendid panoramic views. It's a good place to catch the breeze. 

 
 

3- Great Mosque 
The Great Mosque is a typically austere Aghlabid affair. It was built, according to a Kufic (early 
Arabic) inscription in the courtyard, in the year AD 851 by a freed slave called Mudam, on the 
instructions of the Aghlabid ruler Abul Abbas. Mudam adapted an earlier kasbah (fort), which 
explains the mosque's turrets and crenulated wall, as well as its unusual location; the great 
mosque is usually sited in the center of a medina. 

The mosque is also unusual in that it has no minaret; its proximity to the ribat (fortified Islamic 
monastery) meant that the latter's tower could be used to call the faithful to prayer. The 
structure underwent 17th-century modifications and 20th-century restoration. 

 
 

Non-Muslims aren't allowed beyond the courtyard but from there you can see the grand barrel-
vaulted prayer hall. 
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4- Sousse Archaeological Museum 
Sousse's excellent archaeological museum occupies the southern section of the old kasbah. 
One of the best collections of mosaics in the country is housed in the rooms around the 
kasbah's two main courtyards. The highlight is the room on the northern side of the entrance 
courtyard with exceptional exhibits, including the Triumph of Bacchus, which depicts the 
Roman god of wine riding in a chariot at the head of a parade of satyrs, as well as many superb 
fishing scenes. Other rooms contain a collection of funerary objects from a Punic grave 
beneath the museum and a resident artist demonstrating the patient and painstaking artistry 
of mosaic-making. Note that there is no entrance from inside the medina walls. 

 
5- HABIB BOURGUIBA MAUSOLEUM (Monastir) 

The Habib Bourguiba Mausoleum dominates the Sidi el-Mezeri cemetery. The grand marble 
building holds the remains of Habib Bourguiba, who died in 2000. He was the founder of 
modern-day Tunisia. He was born in Monastir in 1903. 

He studied law in Paris then returned to Tunisia to a political career. He peacefully 
campaigned against the French 
occupation of Tunisia. When Tunisia 
gained independence in 1956 he 
became the first prime minister then  
the   president. Inside the 
mausoleum are the remains of 
Habib and some of his family 

 
Monastir is the birthplace of Habib 
Bourguiba, who is the founder of 
modern Tunisia. He became prime 
minister in 1956 and led the country 
into a peaceful revolution which saw 
them gain independence from 
France. 

He also improved the education system and gave women many more rights than in other 
Muslim countries. 

 
 

Kairouan is one of Islam’s most holy cities, where praising God and selling carpets are the 
most revered of occupations. If you haven’t been lost in any of Tunisia’s other medinas, the 
streets of Kairouan are sure to confound you. The crumbling, white-washed, blue- and green- 
edged houses, some hung with birdcages or marked by the hand of Fatima, are haunting and 
beautiful. It was here that Arabs established their first base when they arrived from the east in 
AD 670, and Kairouan became so important in the Islamic hierarchy that seven visits to this 
tiny place equal one visit to Mecca. 

 
 

6- Kairouan Medina 
Less commercial than other medinas in the country, Kairouan's feels even more like it ebbs 
and flows to a different rhythm than modern Tunisia. Most of it is given over to quiet residential 
streets whose rather derelict façades are set off by grand and ornate doors, and windows, 
arches and shutters in bright blues and greens, more reminiscent of the Caribbean than of 
North Africa. 

It's possible to wander much of the medina without being confronted by a single souvenir- 
buying opportunity as virtually all of the commerce is restricted to the main north-south 
thoroughfare of Ave 7 Novembre. Here you'll find several carpet shops selling high quality 
products and all the usual trinkets for sale to tourists. 
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The first walls of the medina were built towards the end of the 8th century, but those you'll 

see today date mainly from the 18th 
century. Of the numerous gates, the 
oldest is Bab el-Khoukha, which 
features a horseshoe arch supported 
by columns. It was built in 1706. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7- Aghlabid Basins 
These cisterns, built by the Aghlabids in the 9th century are more impressive because of their  
engineering  sophistication  than  as  sights  in  themselves.  Water was  delivered  by 

aqueduct from the hills 36km west of 
Kairouan into the smaller settling 
basin and then into the enormous 
main holding basin, which was 5m 
deep and 128m in diameter. In the 
center of the main pool was a 
pavilion where the rulers could come 
to relax on summer evenings. 

Most visitors do nothing more than 
peek at the cisterns from the rooftop 
of the “syndicat d'initiative” office 
nearby, but you can enter with the 
multiple-site ticket. 

 
 

8- Mosque of the Three Doors 
The Mosque of the Three Doors, 250m northeast of the Bir Barouta, was founded in AD 866 
by Mohammed bin Kairoun el-Maafri, a holy man from the Spanish city of Cordoba. 

The interior is closed to non-Muslims, but the main feature is the elaborate façade, with its 
strong Andalusian influences. 

The mosque's three 
arched doorways are 
topped by intricate friezes 
of Kufic script (two of which 
name the mosque's 
founder) interspersed with 
floral reliefs and crowned 
with a carved cornice. Well 
worth a detour. 
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9- El-Jem 
The Amphitheatre of El Jem: The impressive ruins of the largest colosseum in North Africa, a 
huge amphitheater which could hold up to 35,000 spectators, are found in the small village of 

El Jem. 
 

This 3rd-century monument 
illustrates the grandeur and extent 
of Imperial Rome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Top Places to Visit in the South & the Jerid 

1- Sfax Medina 
Sfax Medina Surrounded by ancient crenulated walls that could have been filched from a child's 
toy castle, this tourist-tat-free zone hasn't been prettified for visitors. The main narrow 
thoroughfares bustle with everyday commerce, while away to the northeast and southwest 
wind quiet, twisting lanes. The main souq heading north is the celebrated Souq des Etoffes , 
which was used as the setting for the Cairo markets in the film The English Patient. Don't miss 
a glimpse of the Grande Mosquée with its 9th-century minaret. 

 
 

2- Jerba 
Jerba is an island with a harmonious mixture of Mediterranean brightness and sandy 

beaches, strong desert heat and lack of 
vegetation, and peculiar, beautiful, 
whitewashed domed-hut architecture. This 
extends to the island’s ethnic mix: Berber 
culture is dominant here and local women 
are wrapped in cream-striped textiles, 
topped with straw hats. 

A Jewish community, once integral to the 
island’s ethnic make-up, till remains on the 
island in small numbers, despite mass 
emigration. 
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3- El-Ghriba synagogue 
The most important synagogue on 
Jerba and the oldest in North Africa 
is signposted 1km south of Erriadh, 
7km south of Houmt Souq. Blank 
from the outside, the interior is an 
exquisite combination of glowing 
blue tile work and moodily dark 
wooden furniture. The inner 
sanctuary, with its elevated pulpit, is 
said to contain one of the oldest 
Torahs in the world. Bring ID for the 
security checks outside. The 
synagogue is a major place of 
pilgrimage in May. 

 
 
 
 
 

4- Tozeur 
Once you’ve passed the mesmerizing landscape of the salt lake Chott el-Jerid, you start 

getting the glimpse of the enormous 
“palmeraie” that shields Tozeur. The salt lake 
is a snowy-white sheet, stretching for miles. 
If you step on the crackling surface, the salt 
sticks to your shoes, and the lake’s water can 
still be seen underneath. 

 
This largest of Tunisia’s salt lakes is dry for 
10 months of the year and has a causeway 
running over it – it’s an extraordinary sight, 
not to be missed. Tozeur town’s old quarter 
is a small maze of fascinating and intricate 
brick houses, arches, and walls. 
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