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Saudi Arabian 
Standards 
Organization:
Setting the 
Standard

Standards and conformity assess-
ment represent some of the most 

important “building blocks” of 
Saudi- U.S. trade, yet policymakers 
rarely give these fields the attention 
that they deserve. This may be about to 
change.

Under the terms of an October 2008 
Memorandum Of Agreement (MOA) signed 
between the Saudi Arabian Standards Organi-
zation (SASO) and the U.S. National Institute 
of Standards and Technology (NIST), part 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce, both 
parties pledged new levels of cooperation in 
support of standards–related activities. The 
purpose of the five-year agreement is to estab-
lish an enhanced framework for technical 
cooperation.

NIST and SASO agree to cooperate in 
joint programs, as well as projects of mutual 
benefit in different fields of standardization, 
such as quality control. SASO staff members 
will be trained in various standardization 
fields, both in Saudi Arabia and in the United 
States. The parties also agreed to tap into 
expertise from both nations in various fields 
of standardization.

Headed by H.E. Dr. Nabil Ameen Molla, 
SASO was founded in 1972, and promotes 
the creation of standards that “observe the 
rulings of Islamic Sharia, hygiene and safety 

of man, animals, plants, and environment, 
national security protection and prevention 
of fraudulent practices.” 

The benefits of these joint programs are 
numerous. They can facilitate the removal of 
trade barriers, for example, and open up new 
markets for goods and services. Increased 
exports translates into an expanded job market, 
a very appealing proposition in today’s world-
wide recession. Maintaining a strong standards 
and conformity assessment regime also serves 
to protect consumers, who depend on a high 
level of quality assurance domestically and in 
terms of imports. 

The new MOA follows on the heels of a 
prior Memorandum of Understanding signed 
by SASO and NIST. That agreement gave 
rise to the Saudi - U.S. Standards Cooperation 
Program, which played an instrumental role 
in sharing thousands of product standards 
between the two nations. For American 
companies, this program helped to generate 
hundreds of millions of dollars per year in 
U.S. exports and created thousands of U.S.-
based jobs that – without this program – would 
have gone to America’s trade competitors.

During the 2008 ISO annual conference held in Dubai, leaders 
of standards development organizations in the United States and 
the Arab world – including SASO – take part in a workshop on 
“Standards and Conformance: Tools for Business and Regulation.” 
The workshop was co-hosted by the National U.S.-Arab Chamber of 
Commerce, the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), and 
the Emirates Authority for Standardization and Metrology (ESMA).

President of Abdul Latif Jameel Co. Ltd nominated 
for 1st Oslo Business for Peace Award

Mohammed Abdul Latif Jameel, presi-
dent of Jeddah-based Abdul Latif 

Jameel Co., Ltd is one of 15 nominees for 
the 2009 Oslo Business for Peace Award. 

Founder and president of the Abdul Latif 
Jameel Community Services Program (ALJP) 
Jameel established the first Bab Rizq Jameel 
(Gateway to Prosperity) Center in Jeddah, 
in 2007. The center creates job opportuni-
ties for Saudi men and women, and offers 

assistance to entrepreneurs looking to start 
their own SMEs. Each month, the center 
provides approximately 200 job opportuni-
ties for women in Jeddah. Two additional 
branches, in Riyadh and Dammam, were 
opened in 2008.

Selected by three Nobel Laureates, the 
award will be presented to a business leader 
whose actions and commitments best 
contribute to the promotion of ethical 

behav ior  a nd 
peace. Initiated 
in 2007, by The 
Business for Peace 
Center in Oslo, 
the award will be 
presented during 
the annual Oslo 
Summit on Peace 
through Trade.
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The King Faisal Foundation (KFF) was 
established in 1976 by the sons of the late 

King Faisal bin Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia. 
Considered one of the largest philanthropic 
foundations in the world, the KFF funds 
international grants which directly assist 
individuals and communities and sponsors a 
scholarship program for outstanding Muslim 
graduates in the Islamic world.

The Foundation is perhaps best known 
for the annual King Faisal International Prize, 
the first multi-disciplinary, international award 
sponsored from the Arab world. Prizes are 
awarded in five categories: service to Islam, 
Islamic studies, Arabic language and literature, 
science, and medicine. Today, each prize carries 
an award of 750,000 Saudi Riyals ($200,000), 
which is presented by the King of Saudi Arabia 

The Alwaleed Bin Talal Foundation (ABTF) 
is a charitable and philanthropic organi-

zation established 25 years ago by H.R.H. 
Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdulaziz 
Al-Saud, chairman of Kingdom Holding 
Company. Based in Riyadh, the foundation 
reflects the Prince’s belief that “To whom 
much is given, from whom much is expected.” 
Its activities focus on five 
main areas of assistance: 
interfaith dialogue; leader-
ship development; social 
infrastructure issues within 
Saudi Arabia – in particular 
women’s education and 
leadership; the alleviation 
of poverty; and natural 
disaster relief. 

American universities and organizations 
are among the many recipients of ABTF’s 
philanthropic efforts to bridge the East-West 
gap. In December 2005, Harvard University 
in Massachusetts and Georgetown University 
in Washington DC each received $20 million 

King Faisal Foundation: Promoting 
Saudi Philanthropy for More Than 
Three Decades

Alwaleed Bin Talal Foundation 
Philanthropic Donations Span  
the Globe

at the annual award ceremony in Riyadh. 
Since its inception, 42 scholars from 10 

countries have won the science award, and 
five of the recipients have gone on to win 
Nobel Prizes. Edward Wilson, retired professor 
of Entomology at Harvard, was a past winner 
in the field of biology. “This is a bridge-building 
award between intellectuals in the East and 
West,” he noted. “Science, technology and 
scholarship lead to understanding.”

In 1983, the Foundation established the 
King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic 
Studies to preserve and promote Islamic 
heritage. Today, the Center is headed by 
H.R.H. Prince Turki Al Faisal, a leading 
Saudi statesman and former Ambassador to 
the United States. Says Prince Turki, “The 
Center is a forum for the eloquent statement 
of Arab-Islamic culture. If, as a result, scholars 
are influenced and inspired, and if valuable 
knowledge comes to light and is imparted 
to a wide audience, our objectives will have 
been achieved.”

to fund Islamic studies. The gift to Georgetown 
was the university’s second largest donation 
in history, and the grant to Harvard was 
among the 25 largest gifts ever made to that 
institution. 

In 2007, $1.48 million was donated to the 
Islamic Society of North America. More 
recently, in 2009, The Earth Institute’s Millen-

nium Village Project at 
Columbia University in 
New York City was given 
$100,000 to combat poverty 
in rural African communi-
ties. The foundation is 
known for being one of the 
regional leaders in funding 
creative, long-term solutions 
to poverty. 

Major global donations include $19 million 
to South East Asia’s Tsunami victims, $5 
million to support the Carter Center for Peace 
and Health Programs in Africa, $1.4 million 
to The Right to Live Society in Gaza, and 
$8.3 million to fund relief and reconstruction 

efforts in the wake of the 2005 Kashmir 
earthquake.

H.R.H. Prince Alwaleed has often been 
honored for the foundation’s charitable 
activities, particularly its significant financial 
contributions on behalf of improving interna-
tional understanding and co-existence. In 
2007, he received the Special Award for Philan-
thropy at the Arabian Business Saudi Achieve-
ment Awards. That same year, Time magazine 
ranked Prince Alwaleed among the 12 global 
“Power Givers” for raising the profile of Islamic 
history and culture around the world.

“The Center is a forum for 
the eloquent statement of 
Arab-Islamic culture. If, as a 

result, scholars are influenced 
and inspired, and if valuable 
knowledge comes to light 
and is imparted to a wide 
audience, our objectives 

will have been achieved.”
H.R.H. Prince Turki Al Faisal

“To whom much is 
given, from whom 
much is expected.”

Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal 
Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud

H.R.H. Prince Alwaleed

H.R.H. Prince Turki Al Faisal
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Secretary General and Executive Director 
of the Alwaleed Bin Talal Foundation, 

Muna Abu Sulayman, is the first Saudi woman 
to be selected as a [2009?] Yale World Fellow. 
She is one of 15 fellows chosen from a pool 
of over 900 international applicants who will 
participate in a four-month leadership program. 

Established in 2002, the program exempli-
fies Yale’s commitment to leadership develop-
ment, strives to broaden international 

U.S.–Saudi Women’s Forum  
on Social Entrepreneurship

understanding, and 
establishes a global 
n e t w o r k  o f 
emerging leaders. 
Participants meet 
w it h  U. S .  a nd 
foreign leaders, 
receive individual-
ized skill-building 
t r a i n i n g ,  a n d 
attend seminars 
tailored specifically 
for the program. 

“I am honored 
to be selected for 
this program, and 
I  a m  e a g e r  t o 
s t r eng t hen  my 
effective leadership 
skills,” commented 

Abu Sulayman. Michael Cappello, director 
of the program, explained that all of the 
participants are renowned for their accom-
plishments and potential for success.

In addition to overseeing the Alwaleed 
Bin Talal Foundation’s global philanthropic 
and humanitarian activities, Abu Sulayman 
is the founding co-host of MBC TV’s popular 
talk program, “Kalam Naweem,” as well as 
an international public speaker and entre-

Babson College in Massachusetts hosted 
thirty women from Dar Al Hekma 

College in Jeddah for the second session of 
the U.S.-Saudi Women’s Forum on Social 
Entrepreneurship. Organized by the U.S. 
State Department’s Middle East Partnership 
Initiative (MEPI), the Forum is an innova-
tive one-year public-private 
partnership between Babson 
College, Dar Al Hekma College, 
the Wellesley Center for Women, 
and project managers from ICF 
International, the MEPI contractor. 

“The objective is to teach these young 
women how to turn an idea into a venture 
that has an important outcome for society, 
and can be sustainable,” explains Dr. Jan 
Shubert, Director of Babson College’s Center 
for Women’s Leadership. Last April, 90 
undergraduates attended the Forum’s opening 
four-day session in Jeddah. Thirty women 

from that initial group were chosen to attend 
the two-week July session at Babson.

Each participant was required to develop 
a business plan, which will be presented 
before a panel of judges, including Forum 
members, at Dar Al Hekma College next 
year. “We taught them everything from risk 

management, to refining vision 
statements, to shareholder 
analysis, so that they could leave 
with an enhanced toolkit of 
social entrepreneurial skills,” 

explains Shubert.
Although Babson has more than 30 years 

of experience in running international entre-
preneurship programs in over 100 countries, 
this was its first project in Saudi Arabia. The 
Forum was a very positive experience for 
everyone involved, says Shubert. “It was 
interesting watching stereotypes just crumble 
away on both sides.”

Muna Abu Sulayman 
Selected as a 2009 
Yale World  
Fellow

Dr. Jan Shubert, Director of Babson College’s 
Center for Women’s Leadership

preneur. In 2005, she became the first Saudi 
woman to be appointed by the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
as a Goodwill Ambassador.

“Trade delegations are a very 
effective way to introduce 

potential business partners to 
one another. This is especially 

true for small and middle-
sized businesses interested 
in investing in Saudi Arabia, 
even when they know little 

about our business practices. 
Although it is not required, I 

always advise foreign investors 
to have a good Saudi partner 
who can introduce them to 
our business environment.”

Omar Bahlaiwa, Secretary General, 
Committee for International Trade (CIT), 
Council of Saudi Chambers of Commerce
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Saudi Arabia At-a-Glance
Area 2,240,000 sq km

Population 27.019.731 million (2006)

Density of Population 2.18% (2006)

Capital Riyadh

Main Cities Riyadh (The Capital)

Makkah (The most sacred place to 
Muslims, and their praying direction)

Al Madinah (Second most sacred 
place)

Jeddah (Saudi capital of business, an 
important port ,and a major gateway 
to pilgrims)

Dammam (Capital of Eastern region, 
and an important port)

Dhahran (The location of Saudi 
Aramco`s headquarter, the largest oil 
company in the world)

Language Arabic

Currency Saudi Riyal

National Day 23rd, September. (1932 A.D)

Symbol Two crossed curved swords which 
symbolize strength and justice. A palm 
tree on the top symbolizes prosperity

Timing GMT + 3:00

Internet Code sa

Phone Code 00966

Calendar Saudi Arabia follows the Muslim Hijra 
calendar. Hijra year has 12 months. 
However, it’s ten or eleven days less 
than the calendar year. In the Hijra 
calendar, the month ranges between 
29 to 30 days.

Working Days Saturday to Wednesday 

Public Sector: 7:30 a.m to 2:30 p.m

Private Sector: 
Morning: 8:00a.m to 12 p.m 
Afternoon: 4:30 p.m to 7:30 p.m 
Thursday: (morning shift only)

Banks: 8:30 a.m to 4:30 p.m

Shopping Stores: 
Weekdays: 10:00 a.m to 12:00 p.m 
Friday:4:00 p.m to 10 p.m

Weekends Thursday - Friday

Official Holidays Eid Al Fitr:  
25th Ramadan to 5th Shawwal

Eid Al Adha:  
5th Thi Alhijja to 15 Thi Alhijja

Babson 
College to 
Guide Young 
Entrepreneurs

Babson College is bringing 
its business expertise to 

KAUST. “This is our f irst 
partnership with a Saudi 
university,” explains Dr. Shahid Ansari, Provost and Dean of Faculty at 
Babson. “We are developing a 15-unit concentration, as well as teaching a 
class on technology entrepreneurship to the graduate students. In addition, 
KAUST and Babson will jointly develop a student business incubator on 
the KAUST campus.”

“This is a very significant partnership for Babson, because it allows us 
to join a world-class university and partner with other renowned academic 
institutions such as Stanford, Berkeley and Texas,” adds Ansari. 

Located in Massachusetts, Babson has been recognized by the U.S. 
Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship as having the most 
innovative entrepreneurship program in the United States.
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Upcoming Conferences and Exhibitions
October 2009 Events

21st International Construction Technology and Building 
Materials Exhibition October 4-7 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

12th International Stone and Stone Technology Show October 4-7 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

Petrochem Arabia October 4-7 Dhahran www.petrochem-arabia.com

Saudi Water & Power Forum October 11-14 Jeddah http://www.ksawpf.com

Saudi International Boat Show October 11-14 Jeddah http://www.saudiboat.com

9th International Pre-press and Printing  
Technology Exhibition October 18-21 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

9th International Plastics Technology Show October 18-21 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

9th International Packing Machinery and Materials Show October 18-21 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

4th International Exhibition for Chemicals and Chemical 
Technology Industry October 18-21 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

Saudi International Motor Show October 25-29 Jeddah http://www.acexpos.com

November 2009 Events

2nd Saudi Arabian Oil and Gas Exhibition November 1-3 Dammam http://www.saoge.org

2nd  International Recycling & Waste  
Management Exhibition November 1-4 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

28th International Agriculture, Water and  
Agri-Industry Show November 1-4 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

16th International Food, Equipment & Catering Show November 1-4 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

USSABC-VEDP Business Development Mission  
to Saudi Arabia November 7-9 Riyadh and

Dammam http://www.us-sabc.org

Kingdom Project Expansion and Investment Summit November 9-10 Riyadh http://www.kingdomprojectexpan-
sion.com

December 2009 Events

27th International Exhibition for Motor Vehicles December 12-16 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

13th International Exhibition for Auto Repair Equipment, 
Tools, Parts and Accessories December 12-16 Riyadh http://www.recexpo.com

7th Real Estate & Housing Exhibition December 14-17 Dhahran http://www.diec.com.sa

Saudi CommTel Expo December 14-18 Jeddah http://www.acexpos.com
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Key Contacts for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Saudi Government Contacts  
in the United States
Royal Embassy of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
601 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037
 Tel: (202) 342-3800
Fax: (202) 944-3113
 Web: www.saudiembassy.org

Saudi Arabian Mission to  
the United Nations
809 UN Plaza, 10th/11th Floor
New York, NY 10017
Tel: (212) 557-1525
Fax: (212) 983-4895
Web: www.saudi-un-ny.net

U.S. Government  
Contacts in Saudi Arabia
United States Embassy in Saudi Arabia
P.O. Box 94309
Riyadh 11693
Saudi Arabia
Tel: +966 (1) 488-3800
Fax: +966 (1) 483-0773
Web: riyadh.usembassy.gov

 Business Organizations in  
the United States
 U.S.-Saudi Arabian  
Business Council
8081 Wolftrap Road, Suite 300
Vienna, VA 22182
Tel: +1 (703) 962-9300
Fax: +1 (703) 204-0332
Web: www.us-sabc.org

 Business Organizations in 
Saudi Arabia
Council of Saudi Chambers of  
Commerce & Industry
P.O. Box 16683
Riyadh 11474
Saudi Arabia
Tel: +966 (1) 218-2222
Fax: +966 (1) 218-2111
Web: www.saudichambers.org.sa

Middle East Council of American 
Chambers of Commerce (MECACC)

• American Business Association – Eastern 
Province

• American Business Group of Riyadh
• American Businessmen of Jeddah  

P.O. Box 8723
Riyadh 11482
Saudi Arabia
Web: www.mecacc.org
Email: chairman@mecacc.org

Federation of GCC Chambers
P.O. Box 2198
Dammam 31451
Saudi Arabia
Tel: +966 (3) 835-5006
Fax: +966 (3) 835-5007
Web: www.fgccc.org

A Conversation with Dr. Ghassan Al Sulaiman
Co-Chairman, National U.S. - Arab Chamber of Commerce

“This is a good time for American 
businesses to pay more attention to 

the Middle East in general, and Saudi Arabia 
in particular,” suggests Dr. Ghassan Al 
Sulaiman. Co-Chairman of 
the  Nat iona l  U.S .-A rab 
Chamber of Commerce, Dr. 
Al Sulaiman notes that invest-
ment  oppor tu n it ie s  a re 
abundant in almost every sector 
of the Kingdom’s economy. 
The four planned economic 
cities will transform not only 
the future landscape of Saudi 
Arabia, he says, but also invest-
ment opportunities within the 
private sector.

Dr. Al Sulaiman notes that 
the “cooling down of U.S.-
Saudi relations, especially economic relations, 
in the aftermath of 9/11, forced Saudis to look 
elsewhere for business partners. The Europeans 
and Asians seized that opportunity and estab-
lished a firm foothold in the Kingdom during 
the last eight years.”

“However,” he says, “Americans can regain 
their position in Saudi Arabia because there 
are a lot of opportunities where U.S. compa-
nies have the competitive advantage in terms 
of technology and expertise.” In addition, 

and equally important, says Dr. Al Sulaiman, 
is the fact that the “crème de la crème of the 
Saudi business community has been educated 
in the United States. They feel more comfort-

able working with American 
companies. This is a huge 
advantage and one they 
should utilize.” 

Dr. Al Sulaiman explains 
that with the many opportuni-
ties opening up across the board 
in Saudi Arabia, especially in 
the financial sector, mining, 
energy and petrochemicals, 
small and medium-sized enter-
prises should be encouraged 
to invest. 

One of the stumbling 
blocks for new investors is a 

lack of knowledge and too many stereotypes 

about the Kingdom, notes Dr. Al Sulaiman. 
”There is a need for more information on 
both sides,” he explains, in order for bilateral 
trade and business relationships to be 
successful. The National U.S.-Arab Chamber 
helps to f ill this gap, he suggests, but he 
recommends that all new investors spend 
time looking for a Saudi partner within their 
sector to help introduce them to the business 
environment in Saudi Arabia. 

One of Saudi Arabia’s most successful 
entrepreneurs, Dr. Al Sulaiman is descended 
from a long line of merchants whose history 
is closely intertwined with that of the Kingdom. 
His grandfather was the first Minister of 
Finance and a close advisor to the founder of 
Saudi Arabia, H.M. King Abdul Aziz Al-Saud. 
Dr. Al Sulaiman is a former Chairman of the 
Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
and he serves as Chairman of the Board of 
numerous companies – including but not 
limited to Siraj Capital, Venture Capital Bank, 
and the Ghassan Al Sulaiman Furniture 
Company (which represents IKEA).
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