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Celebrating Milestones: Qatar’s Global 
Outreach “Scores” Big

In December 2010, the State of Qatar scored a 
stunning victory over the United States, Australia, 

Japan, and South Korea when it won the coveted 
bid to host the 2022 World Cup. “Qatar has a date 
with history in the summer of 2022,” exclaimed 
H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the 
Emir of Qatar, who described the win as a “milestone” 
for sport in the Arab world. 

“On behalf of millions of people living in the 
Middle East, thank you for having such bold vision 
and for acknowledging that this is the right time 
in the Middle East,” stated the Emir as he expressed 
his appreciation to FIFA President Sepp Blatter. 
Described as one of the most unlikely upsets in 
recent sports history, this victory is just the latest 
in an impressive winning streak for the small 
Arabian Gulf State of Qatar. 

December was a big month for Qatar. Following 
the 2022 World Cup win, the emirate announced 
yet another “first” for the Arab world when it reached 
a production capacity of 77 million tons per annum 
(Mta) of liquefied natural gas (LNG). This was a 
significant milestone for Qatar, which has become 
the world’s largest producer of LNG in less than 
15 years. It makes up 28 percent of the world’s 
LNG production and supplies gas to 23 nations 
on four continents.

“This is a remarkable success story,” commented 
David Hamod, President and CEO of the National 
U.S.-Arab Chamber of Commerce (NUSACC), 
who participated in the celebration of this milestone 
in Doha on December 13. “Qatar serves as an 

excellent example of how a nation’s resources can 
be harnessed to invest in a higher quality of life for 
current and future generations.”

Thanks to an abundance of gas reserves and a 
prudent framework for utilizing the revenue drawn 
from these reserves, Qatar has become one of the 
wealthiest countries per capita in the world ($75,000). 
Economic indicators forecast 15.7 percent growth 
for 2011, according to Dr. Ibrahim Al-Ibrahim, 
Secretary General of Qatar’s General Secretariat for 
Development and Planning.

However, what distinguishes Qatar 
and has led to its rising prominence in 
the region and around the world is not 
its wealth alone, but the manner in 
which that wealth is used. From the 
moment H.H. Sheikh Hamad assumed 
leadership of Qatar from his father in 
1995, the country has undergone 
sweeping changes, including the intro-
duction of municipal elections, the 
drafting of Qatar’s first constitution, 
the implementation of comprehensive 
education reforms, its commitment to 
world-class sports, and the emergence 
of Qatar as a significant player in inter-
national affairs and global diplomacy.

continued on page 12

H.H. the Emir and H.H. First Lady Sheikha Mozah receive the World Cup 
trophy from FIFA President Sepp Blatter on the announcement of Qatar’s 
winning bid

H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the 
Emir of Qatar
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NUSACC President David Hamod

Qatar: Investing in the Future

From the President’s Desk

With fewer than two million residents, Qatar’s 
population is one of the smallest in the Arab world. 
Its land mass is roughly comparable to that of the 
State of Connecticut and, except for oil and gas, 
its natural resources are negligible.

Whatever Qatar lacks in size, it makes up for 
in spirit. No comparably-sized nation in the world 
has such an outsized impact around the globe on 
diplomacy, the economy, and Arab culture.

The pages of this issue of Tradeline are filled 
with examples of Qatar’s larger-than-life influence: 
its ability to find diplomatic solutions around the 
region to seemingly intractable conflicts; its remark-
able rise to become the world’s largest exporter of 
liquefied natural gas in less than 15 years; its outreach 
to hundreds of millions of viewers through the 
medium of Al Jazeera, which U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton recently praised as a leader 
among global networks that are “literally changing 
people’s minds and attitudes”; its drive to establish 
itself as a global repository for Arab and Islamic 
art; its unselfish commitment to serve humanitarian 
causes and crises around the world; its ability to 
maintain friendly relations with just about every 
nation and regime under the sun; and, most recently, 
its come-from-behind victory to host the 2022 
World Cup, the first Arab or Muslim nation in 
history to do so.

In short, Qatar consistently relishes the oppor-
tunity to do the impossible. 

I have come to the conclusion that these “firsts” 
represent an integral part of Qatar’s efforts to 
burnish its global reputation or, put another way, 
to build its brand. No other comparably-sized nation 
has been as effective as Qatar in reaching out to 
the world – or in bringing the world to Qatar.

The State of Qatar hosts some 60 major confer-
ences per year – more than one per week, on average. 
Each of these events represents an opportunity to 
highlight Qatar and, sitting atop the world’s largest 
non-associated natural gas field, Qatar long ago 
stopped worrying about whether these events break 
even. Bringing global decisionmakers to Doha has 
helped to put Qatar on the map. It is an investment 
that, in Qatar’s case, is paying off handsomely.

Investing in the future is the essence of the Qatar 
Model. In keeping with the vision of H.H. Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani and H.H. Sheikha 
Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned, Qatar’s Emir and 
First Lady, the emirate is investing billions of dollars 

to make the transition from a hydrocarbon-based 
economy to a knowledge-based economy. Qatar’s 
oil and gas are not likely to run out anytime soon, 
but the nation’s leadership recognizes the value of 
initiating a transition that will take some time, 
perhaps even a generation.

Whatever Qatar lacks in size, it makes 
up for in spirit. No comparably-sized 

nation in the world has such an outsized 
impact around the globe on diplomacy, 

the economy, and Arab culture.

With this in mind, Qatar is building capacity 
among its youth by investing heavily in education. 
This is the vision behind Education City, which 
brings to Doha some of the world’s most prestigious 
universities. It is a remarkable undertaking, one 
designed to expose Qataris to some of the best 
thinkers on the planet. 

But in the same way that Education City provides 
a window for Qataris, it also provides a window to 
Qataris. It gives Americans and others an oppor-
tunity to get to know Qatar, and Arab culture in 
general, at a time when there is still widespread 
misunderstanding about Arabs and Muslims. In 
this regard, the intellectual and cultural bridge that 
Qatar’s leadership is constructing may have as much 
impact on the international community as it does 
on Qatar’s own citizens.

At the end of the day, Qatar’s investment in a 
knowledge-based economy is about job creation, 
becoming global citizens, and seeking a better 
quality of life for coming generations. In the words 
of Qatar’s Emir, H.H. Sheikh Hamad, “The progress 
and high ideals that we seek for our country depend 
on our capacity to promote and develop our educa-
tional institutions.”

David Hamod
President & CEO

Investing in the 
future is the 

essence of the 
Qatar Model. 
The emirate is 

investing billions 
of dollars to make 
the transition from 

a hydrocarbon-
based economy 
to a knowledge-
based economy.
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H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani: The Visionary Behind 
Qatar’s Rising Star

H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani 
became Emir of the State of Qatar on 

June 26, 1995. Under his thoughtful leader-
ship, Qatar has grown from a relatively modest 
Gulf state to one of the wealthiest and increas-
ingly influential nations in the world.

Born in Doha in 1952, Sheikh Hamad is 
part of a long line of Al-Thani family members 
who have ruled Qatar since the 18th century. 
He began his early education in Qatar and 
later attended Sandhurst Military Academy 
in England. 

Following his graduation in 1971, Sheikh 
Hamad was commissioned as a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the Qatari Armed Forces and was 
appointed Commander of the first Mobile 
Battalion, now known as the “Hamad Mobile 
Battalion.” He was later promoted to the rank 
of Major General and appointed Commander-
in-Chief of Qatar’s Armed Forces.

In 1977, Sheikh Hamad was appointed 
Heir Apparent of Qatar and Minister of 
Defense. As part of his military career, Sheikh 
Hamad oversaw an extensive program to 
modernize Qatar’s troops, which involved 
increasing manpower, creating new units, 
updating weaponry, and improving training. 
The success of his efforts was demonstrated 
in 1990 during the Gulf War, when Qatari 
troops helped to liberate Kuwait and led the 
battle to recapture the Kuwaiti town of Khafji.

In the 1980s, as Chairman of the Supreme 
Planning Council, Sheikh Hamad began to 
lay the foundation for a modern state by 
defining Qatar’s basic economic and social 
policies and by overseeing the development 
of Qatar’s abundant oil and natural gas reserves.

In 1995, he assumed leadership of the 
nation from his father, H.H. Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Hamad Al-Thani. That same year, H.H. 
Emir Hamad and the First Lady, H.H. Sheikha 
Mozah bint Nasser Al-Misned, created the 
non-profit Qatar Foundation for Education, 
Science and Community Development. This 
Foundation has gone on to establish Qatar as 
a regional pioneer in education reform and 
scientific research. 

Three years later, the inauguration of 
Education City underscored Qatar’s desire to 
lay a solid foundation for an innovative and 
diversified knowledge-based society. Today, 

Education City hosts satellite campuses of six 
renowned American universities and has 
proved to be one of the most successful 
experiments in education reform in the world.

Also in the mid-1990s, Sheikh Hamad 
launched an upstart television network called 
Al Jazeera. Today, Al Jazeera has become the 
Arab world’s most inf luential and widely 
watched television channel and an essential 
medium for projecting Qatar’s inf luence 
around the world.

In 1997, Qatar became the second country 
in the Arabian Gulf to grant women the right 
to vote and, in 1999, municipal elections 
marked the start of a gradual democratization 
program. Voters approved a new constitution 
in 2003, and Qatar’s first written constitution 
took effect in 2005, thereby paving the way 
for additional democratic reforms.

Considered one of the most effective leaders 
in the Arab world, Sheikh Hamad is also 
highly respected as a peacemaker and mediator 
in the international community. “We are a 
peace-loving nation,” commented the Emir 
in a recent interview with the London-based 
Financial Times. “We focus our attention on 
education, health reform and on investments 
– both internal and external. Our aim is to 
live in peace and do away with conflict. We 
are always ready and prepared to play a 
mediating role in any conflict . . . and we do 
not take any sides.”

In 2008, Sheikh Hamad and his Foreign 
Minister, H.H. Sheikh Hamad Bin Jassim 
Al-Thani, brokered a peace agreement among 
the warring factions in Lebanon. This agree-
ment is one of Qatar’s most important successes 
in the Arab world, resulting in a massive 
“victory parade” in Beirut that year that turned 

out hundreds of thousands of cheering Lebanese. 
Other peacemaking efforts that have 

generated kudos for Qatar include: brokering 
a truce between Yemen’s warring factions in 
2007; negotiating a settlement between Sudan 
and Chad in 2009; and spearheading media-
tion efforts that led to a peace agreement 
between Djibouti and Eritrea in 2010. 

Sheikh Hamad ensures that Qatar steers 
a middle road politically and diplomatically, 
and this middle road has played an important 
role in that nation’s ability to serve as a respected 
broker and mediator. Qatar is less equivocal, 
however, when it comes to safeguarding the 
country’s strategic and economic interests. In 
this regard, Emir Hamad is one of America’s 
most steadfast friends in the region.

Noting that Qatar has become an inter-
national leader under the thoughtful policies 
of Sheikh Hamad, U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton said in December 
2010 that the “relationship between our two 
nations has grown stronger and more dynamic 
over the past few years as Qatar and the United 
States work together to build a future that is 
more peaceful, more prosperous and more 
secure for all our people.”

In the 16 years that he has served as Emir, 
Sheikh Hamad has launched signif icant 
political, economic, and educational initiatives 
that have transformed Qatar into one of the 
most stable and progressive nations in the 
region. A capstone of this leadership came in 
December 2010, when Qatar was selected to 
host the 2022 World Cup. This was the first 
time ever for an Arab or Islamic nation to win 
this honor, further enhancing the rising star 
that is Qatar.
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“The progress and high ideals 
we seek for our country 

depend on our capacity to 
promote and develop our 
educational institutions.”

H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani

H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani
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A Softer Side of Qatar:  
H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned
“Qatar’s most valuable natural resource is its 
people. We want our people to have a stake in 
their country and we are working to ensure that 
leaders emerge from each and every Qatari 
generation.”

H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned

Qatar’s First Lady, H.H. Sheikha Mozah 
bint Nasser Al-Missned, is a driving 

force behind many of the innovative and 
ground-breaking social programs in Qatar. 
As Chairperson of the Qatar Foundation for 
Education, Science and Community Develop-
ment, Sheikha Mozah works tirelessly along-
side her husband the Emir, H.H. Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, to transform 
Qatar into a diversif ied and sustainable 
knowledge-based society. 

Sheikha Mozah is best known for her Qatar 
Foundation work, but she holds numerous 
other high-profile positions in Qatar:

• President, Supreme Council for 
Family Affairs

• Vice Chair, Supreme Education 
Council

• Vice Chair, Supreme Health Council
• Chair, Sidra Medical and Research 

Center
• Chair, Silatech
(Silatech, launched in 2008, is dedicated to 

the issue of youth employment in the Middle 
East and North Africa region.)

In the international arena, Sheikha Mozah 
is renowned for her devotion to social welfare, 

education, and the promotion of literacy 
in the Arab world. This dedication, as well 
as her commitment to improving relations 
between the Islamic world and the West, 
has earned her the respect of numerous 
groups around the globe. In 2007, for 
example, she received the Prize of the Royal 
Institute for International Affairs from 
Chatham House, a world-renowned British 
think tank that focuses on contemporary 
global affairs. Sheikha Mozah is the first 
woman, and the first Arab, to be awarded 
this prize.

In 2003, Sheikha Mozah was appointed 
UNESCO’s Special Envoy for Basic and 
Higher Education. Later that year, she 
established the International Fund for 
Higher Education in Iraq. Qatar made an 
initial donation of $15 million to the three-
year fund, which supports the reconstruc-
tion of advanced learning institutions in Iraq. 
The fund is jointly administered by UNESCO 
and the Qatar Foundation.

In 2005, Her Highness was invited by 
then-United Nations Secretary General Kofi 
Annan to become a member of the High Level 
Group of the UN Alliance of Civilizations. 
This group was established by Mr. Annan to 
develop creative means for combating extremism 
and establishing tolerance and mutual respect 
among cultures.

Sheikha Mozah is also deeply concerned 
about respecting and protecting the global 
environment. “If we nurture our environment,” 
she has said, “it will nurture us.” One of her 

env ironmenta l 
in it i a t ive s ,  “A 
F l o w e r  E a c h 
Spring,” teaches 
young Qata r i s 
about enjoying and 
protecting Qatar’s 
indigenous flora.

In 2007, Forbes 
Magazine named 
Sheikha Mozah 
one of the 100 most 
powerful women 
in the world, and 
T h e  T i m e s  o f 
London included 
her on their list of 
the 25 most influ-
entia l business 

“As human beings, we carry 
a potential within us that is 

greater than any technology. 
Technology cannot teach us 

wisdom. But humility, patience 
and endurance can. So can the 
ability to simply recognize our 
place among the community 
of mankind. To act selflessly 
and for the greater good – 

this is the greatest wisdom.”

H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned
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H.H.Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned

H.H. Sheikha Mozah at a school on a state visit to Yemen

leaders in the Middle East.
A graduate of Qatar University, Sheikha 

Mozah has received numerous honorary 
doctorates, including one from Virginia 
Commonwealth University, where she deliv-
ered the Commencement Speech in 2010. 

“As human beings, we carry a potential 
within us that is greater than any technology,” 
she said, stressing the importance of shared 
values, compassion, and a desire to leave a 
mark in this world. “Technology cannot teach 
us wisdom. But humility, patience and endur-
ance can. So can the ability to simply recog-
nize our place among the community of 
mankind. To act selflessly and for the greater 
good – this is the greatest wisdom.”
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Ushering in a New Era: H.H. the Heir Apparent,  
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani

H.H. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani, the second son of 

H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani 
and H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser 
Al-Missned, was appointed Heir Apparent of 
the State of Qatar on August 5, 2003. 

Born in 1980 in Doha, Sheikh Tamim 
followed in the footsteps of his father, Emir 
Hamad, and graduated from the Sandhurst 
Royal Military Academy in England. Assigned 
to an elite unit in the Special Forces in the 
Qatari Army, he was later appointed Deputy 
Commander-in-Chief of the Qatari Armed 
Forces and became known as an advocate for 
reform and improvement within the military.

As Heir Apparent, H.H. Sheikh Tamim 
holds numerous high-level government 
positions, including but not limited to:

• Chairman of the Supreme Council for 
the Environment and Natural 
Reserves

• Chairman of Supreme Education 
Council

• Vice President of the Supreme Council 
for Economic Affairs and Investment

• Member of the International Olympic 
Committee 

• Chairman of the Qatar Olympic 
Committee (QOC) 

• Chairman of the Supreme Council of 
Information and Communication 
Technology (ictQATAR).

Two of his best known accomplishments 
revolve around the key roles that he has 
played in the 2006 Asian Games – held in 
Doha – and in the more recent establishment 
of the Qatar Nationa l Food Securit y 
Programme (QNSFP).

Sheikh Tamim established the Doha 
Asian Games Organizing Committee 
(DAGOC) in 2000. As then-President 
of the Qatar National Olympic 
Committee, he oversaw strategy and 
preparations for the 2006 Doha Asian 
Games. This was the first time an 
international multi-sport event of this 
caliber was hosted by an Arab country, 

and it turned out to be the biggest 
event in the 55-year history of the 
Games: more than 8,000 athletes 
from 20 countries participated in 
the Games that year. 

“These Games represent a great 
opportunity to unify people 
through sport, to obtain further 
cooperation and reconciliation, to 
understand and accept diversity 
and differences, and to work toward 
the fundamental principles of 
sport,” noted Sheikh Tamim during 
the Games. Later that year, he was 
nominated Best Sports Personality 

in the Arab world.
In 2008, Sheikh Tamim initiated 

a series of studies related to Qatar’s 
food security, an initiative that led to 
the establishment of the Qatar National 
Food Security Programme (QNFSP) 

later that year. Qatar’s domestic agricultural 
output satisfies no more than ten percent of 
total national food consumption, causing the 
nation to rely heavily on imports.

The QNFSP Master Plan devises a solution 
to food security by expanding four sectors of 
economic activity in Qatar: renewable energy, 
desalination and water management, agricul-
tural production, and food processing. As a 
result of this plan, the Government of Qatar 
expects to be able to meet approximately 70 
percent of its food requirements by 2023.

Sheikh Tamim is also spearheading Qatar’s 
g rowing ICT sec tor a s  Cha irman of 
ictQATAR – the Supreme Council of Infor-
mation and Communication. (See related 
story on page 32.) ictQATAR was established 
in 2004 as the policy-making and regulatory 
body responsible for maintaining a national 
ICT strategy that is facilitating Qatar’s 
gradual transformation into a knowledge-
based society.
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H.H. the Heir Apparent (front line, second from left) in the 
parade during the graduation ceremony from Sandhurst 
Military Academy in the UK in 1998.
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H.H. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani
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Prime Minister and Foreign Minister  
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim Al Thani:  
Guiding Qatar’s Growing Presence  
Around the Globe

H.E. Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani

“Striving for peace, security and stability 
in the region and in international 
relations under the United Nations 

charter and international law is 
one of the enshrined principles 

of Qatar’s foreign policy.”

 H.E. Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr Al Thani, 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Qatar’s successful mediation efforts in 
recent years have thrust this relatively small 
nation into the limelight of global diplomacy. 
Consistent with the vision of H.H. the Emir, 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Qatar 
is emerging as a diplomatic powerhouse under 
the leadership of the nation’s Prime Minister 
and Minster of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Sheikh 
Hamad bin Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani.

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) relations 
are a top priority for Qatar, which played a 
key role in helping to establish the GCC in 
1981. On a regional level, Qatar plays a leading 
role in working toward Arab solidarity and 
cooperation among the nations of the Middle 

East and North Africa (MENA). 
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim’s hands-on 

diplomacy has helped Qatar to successfully 
mediate seemingly intractable conf licts in 
Yemen (2007), Lebanon (2008 and 2010), 
Sudan and Chad (2009), as well as Djibouti 
and Eritrea (2010).

“We do not practice this policy to gain 
any benefits,” H.E. told the Oxford Business 
Group last year. Rather, he said, “We maintain 
peace and stability, both internally and exter-
nally, when the opportunity and ability arises. 
We perform our duty toward humanity, which 
is the joint responsibility of all states.”

Qatar’s independent approach to diplomacy 
has given that emirate a distinct advantage in 
the region and wide-ranging global influence. 
Qatar maintains diplomatic ties with such 
unusual bed fellows as Iran, Syria, Cuba, 
Hamas and Hezbollah, on the one hand, and 
the United States, China, Russia, Japan, and 
the European Union on the other. By culti-
vating good relations with diverse interests, 
Qatar has acquired a diplomatic edge that few 
other nations can rival.

Humanitarian aid and development 
assistance is another critical component of 
Qatar’s foreign policy. This has generated a 
great deal of goodwill for Qatar, particularly 
in such developing countries as Pakistan 
and Haiti, which were struck hard, respec-
tively, by earthquakes and flooding in recent 
years. (See related humanitarian story on page 
41.) In this same vein, Doha’s efforts to bring 
about a peaceful resolution to the conflict 
in Darfur include providing support for the 
war-torn country’s farmers. In 2009, Hassad 
Food, a Qatari company, signed an agree-
ment to develop as much as 100,000 hectares 
of farmland.

Nor is this generosity confined to developing 
nations. Qatar’s $100 million pledge to the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina in 2005 directly 
benefited hospitals, universities, community 
centers, and houses of worship in Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Louisiana. 

In addition to Qatar’s efforts to reach out 
around the globe, the emirate has done a 
remarkable job of attracting the globe to Qatar. 
According to H.E. Mohammed Al-Rumaihi, 
Assistant Foreign Minister for Follow-Up 

Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs hosts 
more than 10 conferences per year, bringing 
diplomats, scholars, religious leaders, and 
business representatives from all around the 
world. The Doha Round of the World Trade 
Organization, for example, takes its name 
from the groundbreaking meeting that the 
WTO held in Qatar in 2001.

At the Seventh Forum for the Future, 
co-hosted by Qatar and Canada in Doha in 
January 2011, Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim 
welcomed guests from the G8 nations and the 
Broader Middle East and North Africa (BMENA) 
countries. Consistent with his view that govern-
ments and the private sector need to do a better 
job of matching words with deeds, he encour-
aged delegates to seek concrete solutions.

“We have been meeting annually in this 
forum in order to reform governance and 
strengthen the relationship between govern-
ments and civil society organizations and the 
business sector,” H.E. noted. Going forward, 
he suggested, “It is very essential that these 
diverse organizations coordinate their efforts 
in order to achieve a congruent vision that 
will have a positive effect for the best interests 
of all concerned parties.”

As one of the wealthiest 
nations in the world on a 

per capita basis, Qatar is also 
one of the first to respond to 
global humanitarian disasters. 
Valerie Amos, United Nations 
Under-Secretary General for 

Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief, recently 
visited Qatar to strengthen 

the partnership among Qatar, 
the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 
and the wider humanitarian 

community around the globe.

Sheikh Hamad bin Jassim’s 
hands-on diplomacy has 

helped Qatar to successfully 
mediate seemingly intractable 

conflicts in Yemen (2007), 
Lebanon (2008), Sudan 

and Chad (2009), as well as 
Djibouti and Eritrea (2010).
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Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah 
bin Hamad Al Attiyah: Architect, 
Steward, and Renaissance Man

When the State of Qatar reached a produc-
tion capacity of 77 million tons per 

annum of liquefied natural gas (LNG) in 
December 2010, H.E. Deputy Prime Minister 
(DPM) Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah 
congratulated Qatar’s Emir, H.H. Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, and the people 
of Qatar “on this momentous occasion, which 
demonstrates Qatar’s growing role in delivering 
LNG to the world.” 

“I am very proud of what we have achieved 
together to realize the vision of His Highness 
the Emir,” said DPM Al Attiyah. ”Fulfillment 
of this vision marks the beginning of the next 
chapter of our journey together.” 

Deputy Prime Minister Al Attiyah is well 
aware of the path that Qatar traveled to achieve 
this milestone. As Minister of Energy and 
Industry from 1992 to January 2011, he was 
the architect of Qatar’s energy policies and, 
in cooperation with H.H. the Emir, guided 
Qatar’s growth from a small producer of 
35,000 barrels of oil per day to the world’s 
largest producer of LNG. Qatar today supplies 
gas to 23 nations on four continents and makes 
up 28 percent of the world’s LNG production.

“Looking back to the 1990s when we were 
seriously thinking about how Qatar could be 
an LNG exporter, many analysts were in 
doubt,” commented DPM Al Attiyah in a 
2010 interview with P.M. Communications. 
“Many stated that it was a dream and Qatar 
would never be an LNG producer because of 
the stagnation and costs. We always believe 
that in every business challenge, the first step 
is a dream. But the second step is when the 
dream becomes a reality … and this is what 
we did,” he emphasized. “We are very proud 

that in just a few years, Qatar became the 
biggest LNG producer in the world.”

DPM Al Attiyah routinely highlights the 
fact that Qatar has not only become the leading 
producer of LNG, but also a key innovator. 
“We were the first country to adopt the biggest 
LNG trains in the world, at 7.8, which had 
never been built before. We have also intro-
duced the biggest ships in the world, the 
Q-Max and the Q-Flex, up to 266,000 cubic 
meters. The biggest conventional one used to 
be 165,000 cubic meters,” he notes. “We are 
very proud that our LNG reaches the entire 
world from Asia to Europe, to North Africa 
and even South Africa.”

Appointed Deputy Prime Minister in April 
2007, Al Attiyah has held numerous key 
positions in the Government of Qatar. A 
graduate of the University of Alexandria in 
Egypt, he was Director of the Office of the 
Minister of Finance and Petroleum (1986-
1989) and, later, Director of the Office of the 
Minister of Interior and the Acting Minister 
of Finance and Petroleum (1989-1992). As 
Minister of Energy and Industry (1992-2011), 
he was also responsible for electricity and water 

issues when those sectors were merged 
into his ministry. In January 2011, 
DPM Al Attiyah was named the Head 
of the Emir’s Court, while retaining 
the post of Deputy Prime Minister.

In addition to his many high-level 
Government positions, DPM Al 
Attiyah was named President of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) in 1993 and 
appointed a member of OPEC’s quota 
compliance committee. In 2009, at 
the eighth ministerial meeting of the 
Gas Exporting Countries Forum in 
Doha, he was elected Chairman of 

that organization. In 2007, DPM Al Attiyah 
was chosen “Man of the Year” in the hydro-
carbon industry by the London-based British 
Petroleum Intelligence Bulletin.

DPM Al Attiyah serves as an Honorary 
Board Member of the National U.S.-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce (NUSACC). “He is 
a Renaissance man and an important part of 
Qatar’s institutional memory,” says David 
Hamod, President & CEO of the Chamber. 
“His years of study in the United States, in 
addition to his numerous trips to this country, 

have helped him to develop a unique under-
standing of Americans. He would never say 
so himself, but Abdullah Al Attiyah has played 
an instrumental role in shaping the face of 
Qatar – U.S. commercial relations.”

“We have seen a lot of changes in Qatar 
in the last 10 years,” DPM Al Attiyah 
commented in the 2010 interview with P.M. 
Communications. “Today Qatar is becoming 
one of the centers of education in the Middle 
East. And we believe in His Highness’ vision 
that beyond oil and gas, Qatar will be a leader 
in education, health, services, tourism and 
sports,” said DPM Al Attiyah. “The energy 
sector is growing very fast, benefiting the 
country and the people of Qatar. With the 
support of H.H. the Emir, I think we will 
reach our milestones.”

Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister H.E. Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Attiyah

“He is a Renaissance man and 
an important part of Qatar’s 

institutional memory. His years 
of study in the United States, 
in addition to his numerous 
trips to this country, have 

helped him to develop a unique 
understanding of Americans. 

Abdullah Al Attiyah has 
played an instrumental role in 
shaping the face of Qatar – 
U.S. commercial relations.”

David Hamod, President & CEO of 
 the National U.S. Chamber of Commerce
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Ministry of Economy and Finance: 
Laying the Groundwork for a 
Diversified National Economy

Ministry of Business and Trade Facilitates Private 
Sector Involvement in Qatar’s Economic Future

Qatar plans to invest up to $170 billion 
on infrastructure and oil & gas projects 

during the next ten years, according to H.E. 
Yousef Hussain Kamal, Qatar’s Minister of 
Economy and Finance (MoEF), who recently 
announced Qatar’s 2011-2012 budget.

Forty percent of the new budget will be 
allocated to infrastructure projects – a substan-
tial increase over the prior budget, which was 
the largest in Qatar’s history. Robust oil prices 
and the expansion of Qatar’s liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) production led to a 25 percent 
increase in spending ($32.4 billion) during 
the 2010-2011 budget year. 

Qatar anticipates an even greater increase 
in the years leading up to the 2022 World Cup 
in Doha. Between 2004 and 2010, $75 billion 
was allocated to infrastructure projects. By 
January 2010, in comparison, $85 billion worth 
of projects were being developed with additional 
projects worth $130 billion in the pipeline.

The Ministry of Economy and Finance 
has taken significant steps over the years to 

ensure the growth and stability of Qatar’s 
economy, which is one of the fastest growing 
in the world. In 2009, in the midst of the 
global financial crisis, Qatar was one of few 
world economies around the globe to show 
significant GDP growth (approximately 9 
percent). Real GDP growth for 2011 is projected 
to be 15.7 percent. 

Foreign investment was encouraged by the 
Ministry’s implementation of a new tax law 
that incorporates a flat corporate tax rate of 
ten percent. Under the previous tax law, rates 
could vary from zero percent to 35 percent.

“Qatar earnestly supports free market 
policies,” commented Minister Kamal at the 
March 2011 meeting of the Institute of Inter-
national Finance (IFF) in New Delhi. Deliv-
ering a speech on behalf of Qatar’s Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister, H.E. Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Thani, Minister Kamal said that 
Qatar “always seeks to promote business 
activities and capital and investment flows. 
The law for regulating non-Qatari capital in 

economic activity 
has been amended 
and an Offshore 
Company Act has 
been issued, which 
i s considered a 
pioneer initiative 
in the region.”

Recent global 
a n d  r e g i o n a l 
e c o n o m i c 
challenges have 
placed particular 
stress on Qatar’s financial sector, and the 
Ministry has been well positioned to lend a 
hand, including the Qatar Investment Author-
ity’s decision to acquire up to 20 percent of 
domestic banks’ equity.

Qatar’s policy of saving portions of its 
hydrocarbon wealth in order to maintain 
macroeconomic stability and intergenerational 
equity has served the country well. Savings 
generated in the Sovereign Wealth Fund 
provide a buffer against potential fiscal crises 
and support Qatar’s objective to fully finance 
its budget through 2020 with income from 
the Fund’s assets.

H.E. Yousef Hussain Kamal, 
Qatar’s Minister of Economy 
and Finance

The newly established Ministry of Business 
and Trade has one overriding mandate – 

to create an open and friendly business 
environment that will enable the private sector 
to thrive and to become a major driver for 
sustainable growth in all areas of Qatar’s 
national economy.

Established in 2010, the Ministry is run 
by H.E. Sheikh Jassim bin Abdulaziz bin 
Jassim Al-Thani who, prior to his appointment 
as Minister in January 2010, was the Marketing 
Director of RasGas.

“The economy of Qatar is thriving at a 
rapid pace, making Qatar the perfect place 
for foreign investment” said Minister Jassim 
Al-Thani. “As an active member of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), Qatar supports 
a liberal economy and is committed to free 
trade. There will be many opportunities for 
foreign investors in Qatar as we prepare for 
the 2022 World Cup games.”

There are three main departments in the 
Ministry: Business Development, Public-
Private Partnerships (PPP), and Investment 

Promotions. Working closely with the Qatar 
Financial Centre, the Qatar Financial Centre 
Business Academy, and with local companies 
and organizations, these departments are 
looking at obstacles and challenges facing the 
private sector in order to eliminate unneces-
sary barriers and red tape. 

The Investment Promotions Department 
(IPD) plays a key role in identifying and 
advertising investment opportunities for 
potential foreign investors. The IPD is compiling 
a comprehensive list of all mega-projects in 

Qatar and is upgrading promotional tools, 
such as its dedicated investor website. (www.
investinqatar.qa) In addition, the IPD issues 
an annual guide to Qatar’s business environ-
ment that lists key investment opportunities.

One of IPD’s new mandates is to help the 
local business community partner with foreign 
investors in order to encourage an exchange of 
knowledge and expertise. A comprehensive list 
of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
in Qatar that are interested in working with 
foreign investors is being compiled by the Ministry.

“The Ministry of Business and Trade has 
been established to support Qatar’s significant 
economic expansion taking place across a 
spectrum of sectors,” commented Sheikh 
Mohammed Abdul Rahman Al-Thani recently. 
The Director of Public-Private Partnerships 
and Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 
(SMEs) in the Ministry, Al-Thani noted that 
the Government of Qatar is encouraging the 
private sector to step up its involvement, 
especially SMEs, as part of Qatar’s planned 
economic development.

H.E. Sheikh Jassim bin Abdulaziz bin Jassim Al-Thani
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Qatar has established a solid reputation 
as a very reliable supplier of energy, 

commented the Minister of Energy and 
Industry, H.E. Mohamed bin Saleh Al-Sada, 
during the 3rd Doha Energy Forum on March 
8, 2011. Minister Al-Sada had been in the job 
for only seven weeks when he gave that speech 
in Doha, but he is a seasoned veteran when 
it comes to “on the job” experience with Qatar’s 
energy policies. Prior to his appointment as 
Minister on January 18, 2011, he served as 
the Minister of State for Energy and Industry 
Affairs since 2007.

“We need to emphasize the efficiency, 
reliability, and safety of our production 
facilities,” says Minister Al-Sada. “We need 
to look at further exploration, and this is what 
we have been doing now by offering new 
acreage for exploration in both oil and gas. 
We really think the potentiality of adding to 
our reserves is there,” he adds, noting that 
known reserves will also be enhanced by 
upgrading existing production wells with new 
technologies in exploration and seismic studies.

Partnerships with international oil compa-
nies (IOCs) play an important role in developing 

and sharing these new technologies, says the 
Minister. He contends that international oil 
companies (IOCs) and national oil companies 
(NOCs) have the same target – the develop-
ment of energy resources. 

Commenting on future 
trends, Minister Al-Sada 
notes that energy demand 
is now being driven by the 
Asia-Pacific region. “There 
is a shift in energy markets 
from West to East, and it 
is a reality,” he notes. “The 
Ministry of Energy and 
Industry tracks centers of 
growth and in 2009, about 
60 percent of Qatar’s 
l iquef ied natura l gas 
(LNG) moved to the East.”

The Ministry is seeing increased requests 
for LNG regionally as Arab economies ramp 
up their industrial outputs and upgrade their 
public services for locals and visitors alike. 
Qatar recently signed a deal with Dubai, 
building on the success of the Dolphin Gas 
Project, the GCC’s first cross-border refined 

gas transmission project and the 
largest energy-related venture ever 
undertaken in the region. 

The Ministry oversees the development of 
Qatar’s energy sector and industrial infra-
structure with the objective of creating a 
diversif ied and sustainable 21st-century 

knowledge-based economy. 
The Government’s indus-
trial strategy focuses in 
part on utilizing its natural 
resources to the highest 
capacity, encouraging 
increased foreign invest-
ment and offering incen-
tives to enhance private 
sector contribution in the 
industrial sector. 

Qatar’s LNG production 
reached 77 million metric 
tons per year (Mta) in 2010, 

a major milestone. (See related story on page 19.) 
To go from scratch to number one in the world 
in less than 15 years is a monumental achieve-
ment, one that reflects years of investment in 
infrastructure and expertise.

“This was a major accomplishment,” 
confides Minister Al-Sada, and “Qatar has 
many milestones yet to come.”

Ministry of Energy and Industry:  
A Reliable Partner in a World of Change

Qatar Central Bank: Promoting  
Prudence in Uncertain Times

Minister of Energy and Industry,  
H.E. Mohamed bin Saleh Al-Sada

In November 2010, Qatar became the first 
Arabian Gulf nation to be included in the 

International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) annual 
Article IV Consultation Concluding Statement. 
According to the IMF, “Qatar has weathered 
the global financial crisis exceptionally well, 
reflecting the quick and strong policy response 
by the authorities. Growth has rebounded and 
is projected to accelerate to 20 percent in 2011, 
while inflation will remain subdued.” 

The IMF Statement said Qatar’s “analysis 
of the banking system risks and the candid 
presentation of the results demonstrate a clear 
commitment to monitor potential risks.” The 
IMF Statement goes on to say that Qatar’s 
“banking system is resilient to credit and market 
risks based on the mission’s stress tests.”

This ringing endorsement by the IMF can 
be largely chalked up to the work of H.E. 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Saud Al-Thani, Governor 
of Qatar Central Bank (QCB). A former 
Chairman of the State Audit Bureau and 
currently serving as Chairman of the Board 
of Qatar Development Bank and a member 
of the Board of Qatar Investment Authority, 

Sheikh Abdullah has long adhered to only the 
most prudent banking practices.

Under his leadership, Qatar has seen some 
notable firsts in recent months:
• In October 2010, the QCB published its 

first Financial Stability Review, which presents 
an objective assessment of the risks and 
vulnerabilities to Qatar’s financial system, 
as well as an evaluation of the nation’s 
capacity for coping with such risks.

• In November 2010, Qatar became the first 
GCC country to authorize mobile money 
transfer and payment services in direct 
collaboration with banks and exchange 
houses licensed by Qatar Central Bank. The 
mobile payment feature can be used to pay 
for services provided by public institutions, 
companies and other enterprises, thereby 
enabling consumers to transfer funds through 
local telecom operators.

• In February 2011, the QCB directed Qatari 
banks to stop opening new Islamic branches, 
accepting Islamic deposits, or dispensing 
new Islamic finance operations. The move 
was taken in response to difficulties faced 

by conventional banks in separating Islamic 
and non-Islamic activities, thereby compli-
cating these banks’ ability to manage risks 
properly. By segregating conventional and 
Islamic banking activities, the QCB will be 
able to maintain a systematic framework of 
liquidity management and improve the 
efficiency of open market operations.

• In March 2011, the QCB launched a new 
credit bureau, which will help to support 
the sustainable growth of credit in Qatar 
and will provide the banking sector with 
analytical data to support advanced risk 
management techniques. 

The QCB, concluded Sheikh Abdullah, 
“considers the importance of establishing the 
Qatar credit information central to preparing 
sound credit policies, making correct credit 
decisions, and reducing the risks of funding.”

H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin Saud Al-Thani, Governor of 
Qatar Central Bank (QCB)
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H.E. Ali bin Fahad Al-Hajri
Qatari Ambassador to the United States

I N T E R V I E W

continued on page 46

In November 2010, Qatar was selected by 
the International Federation of Association 
Football (FIFA) to host the 2022 World Cup. 
This was a major accomplishment for Qatar, 
which now plans to invest more than $100 
billion in major infrastructure projects in 
preparation for the World Cup. What new 
opportunities will this present to American 
businesses?
The 2022 World Cup will undoubtedly ac-
celerate major infrastructure projects set forth 
in Qatar’s National Vision 2030 (QNV 2030) 
development plan, which will require huge 
investments. Because Qatar is a free and open 
market, this will be a very competitive process. 
We have a transparent business system; ac-
cording to Transparency International, Qatar 
has secured the highest ranking in the Middle 
East in terms of transparency and is ranked 
19th worldwide. As Ambassador of the State 
of Qatar to the United States, I invite and 
encourage American companies to enter the 
competition for these projects. U.S. companies 
should take advantage of the special relation-
ship Qatar enjoys with the United States and 
is reflected between our two peoples. 

The World Bank recently announced that Qatar 
is the most economically competitive nation 
in the Middle East, and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) predicts that Qatar’s 
economy will grow by 20 percent in 2011. 
What has led to such astonishing growth 
under the leadership of the Emir of Qatar, 
H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani? 
It has been a priority of His Highness to re-
structure the economy of Qatar to enhance 
its competitiveness and serve the nation’s 
long-term goals. In recent years, the Gov-
ernment of Qatar has worked diligently to 
promote the economy, to diversify its sources 
of income, and to make the transition from a 
hydrocarbon-based economy to a knowledge-
based economy. The results that we are seeing 
today are the fruits of those efforts.

The United States continues to be Qatar’s largest 
import partner, accounting for 14 percent of 
the total import market. Last year, Qatar was 
the fourth largest U.S. export destination in 
the Arab world, making it a very important 
market for American small and medium-sized 
businesses (SMEs). What role do you play – as 
Qatar’s Ambassador to the United States – in 
exposing this market to American SMEs and 
encouraging bi-lateral trade?
Since my appointment to the United States, I 
have been working toward establishing strong 
relationships with trade institutions and business 
leaders. In my visits to a number of different 
American cities and states, I had the pleasure 
of meeting with many high-level officials. I 
also invited them to visit and experience Qatar 
in order to learn about the many business 
opportunities available back home. Addition-
ally, I actively encourage many companies 
and business representatives to participate in 
conferences in Qatar or to visit the country 
with economic or commercial delegations. In 
fact, the Business and Investment in Qatar 
Forum in New York from April 6-7th will 
present those various trade opportunities 
clearly and comprehensively. 

The Emir of Qatar recently established a 
QR 2 billion ($550 million) fund to promote 
entrepreneurship and economic diversification 
– both of which are critical pillars of a 
knowledge-based economy. How close is Qatar 
to achieving this goal?
One of Qatar’s major goals is to achieve eco-
nomic diversification. In order to accomplish 

this, and to equip our younger generation for 
the global marketplace, it is essential that we 
establish a knowledge-based economy. The 
State of Qatar is making concerted efforts to 
reach these goals, including the decision by His 
Highness to establish this fund to encourage 
individuals and institutions to generate new 
commercial projects. The fund comes in the 
form of the Qatar Authority for Medium to 
Small-Scale Enterprises, which is an institu-
tional mechanism to promote innovation. 
We hope that this fund will also open up 
new opportunities for economic partnerships 
between Qatari and American businesses.

How large is Qatar’s private sector? Apart from 
the recently established Qatar Authority for 
Medium to Small-Scale Enterprises, what else 
is the Government of Qatar doing to actively 
encourage the role of the private sector in the 
nation’s future economic development?
The size of Qatar’s private sector doubled in 
recent years as a direct result of the economic 
boom benefiting Qatar and the region. During 
the recent economic downturn, Qatar was the 
least affected – not only in the region, but on 
a global level, according to the International 
Monetary Fund – thanks to prudent measures 
implemented by the Government. Today, 
there are major infrastructure projects in the 
works that provide new opportunities for 
Qatar’s private sector, which is thriving like 
never before.

What sectors offer the best opportunities for 
American businesses interested in Qatar?
All sectors offer significant opportunities for 
trade and investment in the State of Qatar. 
However, from my perspective, the most 
important fields are energy and infrastructure 
– including power, water, health, education 
and tourism. These opportunities are open 
to all qualifying companies and institutions, 
and we welcome U.S. participation. 

“The 2022 World Cup will undoubtedly 
accelerate major infrastructure projects 

set forth in Qatar’s National Vision 
2030 (QNV 2030) development plan, 
which will require huge investments. 

Because Qatar is a free and open 
market, this will be a very competitive 

process. We have a transparent 
business system; according to 

Transparency International, Qatar has 
secured the highest ranking in the 

Middle East in terms of transparency 
and is ranked 19th worldwide. As 
Ambassador of the State of Qatar 
to the United States, I invite and 
encourage American companies 

to enter the competition for these 
projects. U.S. companies should take 
advantage of the special relationship 

Qatar enjoys with the United States and 
is reflected between our two peoples.”

H.E. Ali bin Fahad Al-Hajri
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Your diplomatic career began in Doha in 
1980, and in 2008, you returned to Qatar 
as the U.S. Ambassador. Qatar is now one of 
the world’s richest countries, and one of the 
most forward thinking. Did you foresee this 
remarkable growth in Qatar?
In my experience as a diplomat and given 
my background in the region for the last 40 
years, the clear vision of Qatar’s leadership is 
striking in terms of where it wants to take the 
country. Qatar has the resources to achieve 
its National Vision 2030, and this is a rare 
combination when you want to make a big 
difference. Qatar has been able to take its 
position as a small country with large energy 
reserves and translate that into economic, 
social and cultural success.

The high level of capital spending Qatar is 
making in scientific R&D, education reform, 
and innovation are setting the foundation of 
the future and will certainly help diversify its 
economy. To my mind, Qatar is making the 
right investments, because innovation and 
education are vital in the global struggle for 
economic prosperity. 

What are your priorities as the U.S. Ambassador 
to Qatar? 
My priorities are to lead this mission in a syn-
chronized effort of engagement with Qatar. 
By engagement, I refer to the full spectrum of 
government-to-government activities, includ-
ing economic, political, military, social, and 
cultural. It will be a very good thing for the 
fastest growing economy and for the world’s 
largest economy to be able to sit down and 
to compare notes on goals and aspirations, 
to seek greater transparency, and to enhance 
communication and friendship. We ought to 
be doing more of this. My hope is that with 
the Emir’s most recent visit to the United 
States, we will be able to put the relationship 
on an even more positive trajectory.

What role might the U.S. Embassy in Doha 
play in promoting entrepreneurship in Qatar 
and, in general, what bilateral trade and 
investment opportunities do you see for Small 
and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) in 
Qatar and the United States? 
The U.S. Embassy has worked diligently to 
support private-sector development among 
the small and medium-sized enterprises in 
Qatar. A cabinet-level official will be lead-
ing a trade delegation to Qatar focused on 

multi-modal transportation and infrastructure 
later this year. 

In the coming months, my Embassy will 
partner with the Attorney General of Qatar 
to organize a workshop for the Qatari private 
sector, featuring experts from the Qatari gov-
ernment, private sector, Commerce Depart-
ment, and the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP). The workshop will focus 
on best practices for private sector integrity, 
highlighting Qatar as the gold standard for 
the GCC and wider Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region. 

In addition, the Embassy is frequently recruiting, 
organizing and leading official trade delegations 
for Qatari SMEs to attend U.S. exhibitions so 
that they can source our finest technologies and 
solutions across a range of industries. 

For a list of the leading export and invest-
ment opportunities in Qatar, please visit our 
Country Commercial Guide, chapter 4: Lead-
ing Sectors for U.S. exports and investment.  
www.buyusa.gov/qatar/en/ccg2010.pdf 

What advocacy role can American companies 
expect the U.S. Embassy to play in helping 
these companies to win contracts in the run-
up to World Cup 2022? 
My Embassy is absolutely committed to help 
American companies take advantage of these 
opportunities, to proactively advocate for them 
on major contracts, and to facilitate the full 
range of U.S.-Qatar partnerships. Whenever 

we see strategic opportunities for these part-
nerships, we marshal the full resources of the 
U.S. Government to realize them.

American companies are well positioned to 
play a large role in supporting Qatar’s World 
Cup 2022 infrastructure projects, especially 
on the program management and construc-
tion management side. When you consider 
the time and quality factors at play for these 
megaprojects, U.S. firms have a track record 
of delivering world-class projects on time, on 
budget, and on benefit.  

Qatar is the fourth largest U.S. export 
destination in the Arab world. Two-way 
trade between the United States and Qatar 
expanded more than 340 percent since 2003 
and U.S. exports of goods and services have 
surged from $454 million in 2003 to $4.68 
billion in 2010. Will this trade continue to 
grow in the coming years? 
Qatar is entering a period of rapid growth, 
and it has set a target of transitioning to a 
knowledge-based economy as part of its National 
Vision 2030. In order to get there, it has been 
adopting and applying world-class standards 
and technology. The evidence shows that 
American standards and technology are the 
preferred choice, and we expect this trend to 
continue in the coming years. As Qatar moves 
ahead with its ambitious mega-infrastructure 
projects, I see it ramping up further capital 
spending in the next decade.  

For U.S. companies, this means more op-
portunities in the fields of engineering and 
design/build services, construction equipment, 
information technologies, health care technolo-
gies, machinery, transportation equipment, 
and much more. 

Last year, U.S. exports to Qatar jumped by 
16 percent from $2.7 billion to $3.1 billion, 
making it one of the fastest growing market 

Joseph E. LeBaron
U.S. Ambassador to Qatar

I N T E R V I E W

“American companies are 
well-positioned to play a large 

role in supporting Qatar’s 
World Cup 2022 infrastructure 

projects, especially on the 
program management and 

construction management side. 
When you consider the time 
and quality factors at play for 

these mega -projects, U.S firms 
have a track record of delivering 

world-class projects on time, 
on budget, and on benefit.”

continued on page 46
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Guided by the Qatar National Vision 
(QNV) 2030, the emirate is building a 
knowledge-based economy on four pillars: 
social, economic, human and environmental 
development. QNV outlines how Qatar “must 
target growth rates that are compatible with 
its capacity for real economic expansion. 
Sustainable development is a process that seeks 
to meet the needs of the present generation 
without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs. The rights 
of future generations would be threatened if 
the depletion of non-renewable resources were 
not compensated by the creation of new sources 
of renewable wealth.”

H.H. Sheikh Hamad’s vision for Qatar has 
not gone unnoticed by the rest of the world, 
thanks in large part to his pioneering and 
wide-reaching initiatives. The 1995 establish-
ment of the non-profit Qatar Foundation for 
Education, Science and Community Develop-
ment, chaired by First Lady H.H. Sheikha 
Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned, has brought 
world-class scholars, educators, and interna-
tional students to Education City in Doha. 

Launched in 1998 as the Qatar Foundation’s 
flagship project, Education City is considered 

a landmark in educational development in the 
region. It houses six renowned American 
universities, including the Weill Cornell Medical 
Center (see pages 10-11), Qatar Science & 
Technology Park, and the soon-to-be-opened 
Sidra Medical and Research Center.

Al Jazeera, the most influential and widely-
viewed television channel in the Arab world, 
was established by H.H. Sheikh Hamad in 
1996. Today, AlJazeera and its English-language 
network, which went on the air in 2006, 
broadcast to more than 220 million households 
in over 100 countries. In 2004, the Qatar 
Foundation organized the globally televised 

Doha Debates (see page 17). Another “first” 
for the Arab world, the Doha Debates allow 
open dialogue among Arab youth on key 
political issues.

Such mega-achievements in the world of 
international sports, art, humanitarian assis-
tance, energy, and diplomacy have created a 
significant global footprint for a nation of 
fewer than two million residents. As the first 
Arab nation to host the Asian Games (2006), 
Qatar annually hosts 27 regional and inter-
national world-class sporting events in golf, 
tennis, soccer, and cycling. Its newly opened 
“Mathaf” Museum is the first Arab Museum 
of Modern Art and moves Qatar one step 
closer to its goal of becoming the cultural hub 
of the Middle East. (See page 13.)

H.H. Sheikh Hamad’s regional diplomacy 
and Qatar’s critical role in mediating political 
conflicts in Africa and the Middle East – Yemen 
(2007), Lebanon (2008 and 2010), Sudan and 
Chad (2009), to name just a few – has brought 
the world closer to Qatar. So have Qatar’s 
wide array of international events and confer-
ences – such as the Tribecca Film Festival, 
and the Doha Round of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO).

In the same spirit, Qatar was recently selected 
to host the 8th World Chambers 
Congress (WCC), in 2013. 
Held every two years under the 
auspices of the International 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
WCC is the only international 
forum for chamber of commerce 
leaders to share best-practices 
and learn about new areas of 
i n nova t ion  f rom ot he r 
chambers. And in January 2011, 
Doha hosted the Seventh Forum 
for the Future, a three-day 
conference promoting dialogue 
between the Group of Eight 
(G8) nations and the countries 
of the Broader Middle East and 
North Africa (BMENA).

As Qatar looks forward to hosting the 2022 
World Cup, it also faces a daunting task – 
building the infrastructure necessary for such 
a world-class event in little more than a decade. 
According to Dao Le, Senior Commercial 
Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Doha, the 
budget for nine new and three reconstructed 
stadiums alone amounts to approximately 
three billion dollars.

Qatar plans to spend some $100 billion in 
infrastructure projects between now and the 
2022 Games. In remarks before the National 
U.S.-Arab Chamber of Commerce in January 
2011, the head of Qatar’s Public Works 

With a fleet of 54 LNG carrying vessels, Qatar owns about 20 percent of the 
world’s total LNG fleet

Authority (Ashghal) pledged that Qatar’s 
unprecedented construction boom will now 
be accelerated in preparation for the games. 
“We are looking forward to all the different 
entities within the United States participating 
in this development of infrastructure in Qatar,” 
said H.E. Nasser Ali Al-Mawlawi, President 
of Ashghal.

“We acknowledge that there is a lot of work 
to do,” said H.H. Sheikh Hamad, Qatar’s 
Emir. “We stand by our promise and we will 
honor the sacred trust given to us. We will 
make sure this [2022 World Cup] is a milestone 
in the history of the Middle East and in the 
history of FIFA.”

Celebrating Milestones – from page 1

“Shooting for the Goal” 
Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup 
Bid Expenditures

“The 2022 Gold Rush has begun and 
excitement in Doha is now at a fever pitch,” 
said David Hamod, President and CEO 
of the National U.S.-Arab Chamber of 
Commerce. “This is a remarkable oppor-
tunity for U.S. companies, but given the 
intense competition that American firms 
will face from all over the world, winning 
major projects will not be a cakewalk.”

Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup Bid 
Package Expenditure

Source: Commercial Section of U.S. Embassy in Qatar

“Qatar has a date with history 
in the summer of 2022.”

H. H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani

The New Doha International 
Airport (NDIA)
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Qatar Museums Authority:  
Redefining the 21st Century Museum

In December 2010, Qatar took another step 
toward becoming one of the Arab world’s 

most important cultural destinations with the 
opening of Mathaf, the Arab Museum of 
Modern Art.

Mathaf houses the 6,000-piece private 
collection of H.H. Sheikh Hassan Al-Thani, 
who began collecting modern Arab art twenty-
five years ago. “We want Mathaf to become 
the home of Arab modern art in the Middle 
East,” notes Sheikh Hassan, whose collection 
is considered the largest of its kind in the 
world. Since the looting of the National 
Museum in Iraq, his collection of Iraqi art is 
the largest in existence.

“Mathaf was born out of H.H. Sheikh 
Hassan’s profound and ongoing engagement 
with Arab artists and his desire to share their 
works with our own people and a global 
audience,” says H.E. Eng. Abdulla Al Najjar, 
CEO of the Qatar Museums Authority (QMA). 
“This is a perfect illustration of our mission 
at QMA: to build understanding across 
borders and to welcome the world to Doha. 
Mathaf fulfills this mission and does so with 
the element of innovation toward which we 
always aspire.”

Mathaf is the latest museum opened under 
the auspices of the QMA, the mission of 
which is to acquire and preserve collections, 
propose laws relating to historic preservation, 
establish museums, and create exhibits and 
public programs.

In 2008, Qatar’s 
M u s e u m  o f 
I s l a m i c  A r t , 
d e s i g n e d  b y 
r e n o w n e d 

Chinese-American architect I.M. Pei, 
opened to great acclaim. The museum 
houses a beautiful collection of artworks 
dating from the seventh to the 19th century, 
representing the full scope of Islamic art, 
including manuscripts, ceramics, glass, 
ivory, textiles, and precious stones from 

three continents. 
M a n y  o f  t h e 
a r t i f a c t s  w e r e 
collected over a 
twenty year period 
by Qatar’s ruling 
f a m i l y .  T h e 
m u s e u m  i s 
dedicated to being 
the leading museum 
of its kind in the 
world – one that 
w i l l  e s t ab l i sh , 
p r e s e r v e  a n d 
d o c u m e nt  t h e 
beauty, complexity and diversity of Islamic art.

Qatar will reach another cultural milestone 
when the new National Museum of Qatar 
opens in 2014. Designed by award-winning 
architect Jean Nouvel, the new museum will 
incorporate the original Qatar National 
Museum that was housed in a restored palace 
built in the early 20th century by Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Jassim Al-Thani. The museum 
will celebrate the culture, heritage and future 
of Qatar and its people.

“The National Museum of Qatar is the 
next world-class 
institution that 
QMA is creating 
for our people 
and for our inter-
national commu-
nity,” said H.E. 
S h e i k h a  A l 
Maya ssa bint 
H a m a d  b i n 
K h a l i f a 

Al-Thani, Chairperson of the Qatar Museums 
Authority. “Following the very successful 
opening in 2008 of the Museum of Islamic 
Art, which showcases an artistic tradition that 
spans half the globe, we now look to Qatar’s 
immediate culture and environment. With 

this newest project … we move closer to 
realizing QMA’s vision of building a forward-
looking, sustainable Qatar.”

“As part of our mission, we 
have unified many local efforts 
and established relations with a 

number of international museums 
and cultural elites. We aspire 
to become an internationally-

renowned cultural organization … 
As our momentum builds every 

year, we believe that we can form 
a true network of international 
relations in the field of culture 

and cultural exchange, in which 
Qatar will be best represented.”

H.E. Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Chairperson, 

Qatar Museums Authority
The New Arab Museum of Modern Art

A Model of the National Museum of Qatar

H.E. Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani
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2010 Ranking: 47th Largest Export Market for U.S. Goods
In 2004, the United States and Qatar signed a Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) to broaden 
these nations’ bilateral economic relationship. Two-way trade between the United States and Qatar increased in 
2010: U.S. exports increased to $3.2 billion, up 16.7 percent from 2009, and U.S. imports from Qatar were $464 
million. U.S. foreign direct investment in Qatar totaled $9.2 billion in 2008. (FDI data for 2009 and 2010 are not 
yet available.)

�e data in this publication are drawn from the U.S. Bureau of the Census and �e Trade Partnership using the latest U.S. export information. Export numbers 
may understate total U.S. exports because county-speci�c information for some products (e.g., mining, forestry, �shing, and waste and scrap) is not available.

QATAR

Transportation Equipment $1,975,781,471

Machinery, Except Electrical $320,328,943

Computer & Electronic Products $169,125,616

Miscellaneous Manufactured 
Commodities $138,135,911

Chemicals $107,353,110

Fabricated Metal Products $97,840,634

Electrical Equipment, 
Appliances & Components $85,679,321

Special Classi�cation Provisions $60,477,375

Food & Kindred Products $40,746,753

Used or Second-hand Merchandise $35,431,080

TOP 10 IMPORT SECTORS FROM THE U.S.
COMPARISON OF TOP TEN COUNTRIES

EXPORTING TO QATAR

U.S. Total $3,163,884,962  
Washington $1,529,749,636 39.88%
Texas $292,271,588 3.29%
New York $175,272,865 6.45%
California $120,985,806 3.34%
Georgia $111,326,508 6.93%
Ohio $100,069,514 8.10%
Pennsylvania $93,246,646 8.57%
Florida $63,190,393 3.98%
Massachusetts $61,105,352 9.27%
Illinois $50,499,501 4.57%

TOP 10 STATES EXPORTING TO QATAR

State Total Exports
to Qatar

Percent of State’s
Exports to the

Arab World

This chart identifies the market share of only the top ten countries 
exporting to Qatar, so the percentages do not equal 100%. For 
additional information, please visit www.nusacc.org.
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2013 TOP 10 U.S. GOODS EXPORTS TO QATAR
(U.S. $ Million)

PASSENGER CARS, 
NEW AND USED

$ 466, 12%

INDUSTRIAL ENGINES
$ 406, 10%

INDUSTRIAL MACHINES, 
OTHER

$ 316, 8%MINIMUM VALUE 
SHIPMENTS

$ 89, 2%

DRILLING & OIL FIELD
EQUIPMENT
$ 230, 6%

CHEMICALS, OTHER 
$ 65, 2%

ARTWORK, ANTIQUES,
STAMPS, ETC.

$ 118, 3%

JEWELRY, ETC. $ 33, 1%

MEASURING, TESTING,
CONTROL INSTRUMENTS

$ 78, 2%

CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT, ENGINES,CIVILIAN AIRCRA
AND PARTSEQUIPMENT, A

9%$ 720, 1
OTHER

$ 793, 35%
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Qatar’s Infrastructure Boom Through 2022 and Beyond

The 2022 World Cup has yet to begin, 
and Qatar is already a winner. The run-up 

to the World Cup will see more than $100 
billion in new infrastructure projects on top 
of the already extraordinary infrastructural 
development taking place in and around Doha. 
With numerous mega-projects launched or 
soon to be underway, companies from around 
the globe hope to score big with a broad array 
of opportunities. 

Below is a sampling of these infrastructure 
opportunities. 

Public Works
Approximately $20 billion will be spent 

on roads, bridges, wastewater treatment, and 
related services through Ashghal, Qatar’s 
Public Works Authority. 

Ashghal’s President, H.E. Nasser Ali 
Al-Mawlawi, is spearheading the nation’s 
public works priorities to help Qatar achieve 
its National Vision 2030, which will transform 
the emirate into a world-class sports, business, 
and tourism hub in the years to come.

Earlier this year, at an event co-hosted by 
the Nat iona l  U.S.-A rab Chamber of 
Commerce, the U.S. Commercial Service, 
and the U.S.-Qatar Business Council, Presi-
dent Al-Mawlawi noted, “In order for us to 
achieve this ambitious vision and to secure 
this tremendous investment in infrastructure, 
we are working to strengthen our local, 
regional and international expertise – and 
developing strategic partnerships.“ He added, 
”We are really looking forward to all the 

dif ferent entities in the United States 
participating in this development of infra-
structure in Qatar.”

Qatar’s rapid expansion has outgrown its 
roadways. The Doha Expressways Project will 
add nearly 350 miles of new roads to better 
serve Qatar’s growing population and the 
dramatic increase in visitors who are expected 
over the next decade. The North Road Project 
alone is an 80-mile highway that will link 
Doha to Al Khor, Al Ruwais, Zubarah and, 
finally, to the causeway to Bahrain. 

The Qatar-Bahrain Friendship Causeway 
is a 25-mile bridge – accommodating vehicles 
and future railway traffic – that will connect 
the State of Qatar and the Kingdom of Bahrain. 
The estimated budget is over $3 billion. With 
a targeted completion date of 2014, this will 
be the longest fixed link bridge in the world. 
Although this project has faced some delays 
and budgetary issues, Government of Qatar 
officials characterize this project as a national 
priority in Qatar’s quest to be part of an 
ambitious Gulf Coast rail link that would run 
from Istanbul, Turkey to Muscat in the 
Sultanate of Oman.

Doha Airport
Qatar’s existing airport connects Doha 

with over 100 international destinations. The 
New Doha International Airport will service 
50 million passengers by 2025 and two million 
tons of cargo annually. The estimated cost of 
creating this world class point of entry is $14 
billion, and the new facility will serve the 
Qatar Airways f leet, which is expected to 
double in size by 2015. 

Seaports 
Qatar’s three main ports are already 

operating at capacity and are undergoing large 
scale renovations. The Port of Doha is Qatar’s 
main commercial seaport and is one of the 
largest container shipment centers in the 

Arabian Gulf. Ras Laffan is the world’s largest 
liquefied natural gas exporting facility, and it 
has played a central role in Qatar’s ability to 
export 77 million tons per annum of LNG. 
(See related story on page 19.) Mesaieed is 
Qatar’s main export terminal for oil and 
import terminal for building materials. 

A new $7 billion port is planned between 
Mesaieed and Doha. The three-phased 
construction will accommodate up to six 
million 20-foot container equivalent units by 
2025. The new facilities will include three 
container terminals, cargo berths, a terminal 
for vehicles, a livestock terminal, flour mills, 
and a facility for Qatari and foreign navy 
vessels. Plans for the port were set in motion 
in 2008, and recent forecasting suggests that 
the proposed port will face stiff competition 
from the new regional rail network. 

Rail
Over $30 billion has been allocated to 

create an integrated railway system in the 
Arabian Gulf. The Qatar Railway Project will 
link all major industrial and residential areas 
via long distance passenger trains, freight 
trains, and metro facilities. Qatari Diar and 
Deutsche Bahn have formed a consortium to 
manage the Doha Metro System, which will 
be built in three phases by 2026. The Metro 
System will be linked to a national railway 
network that will integrate the railway systems 
planned throughout Qatar. 

The national rail network will span 350 
kilometers and is targeted for completion by 
2017. A high speed rail link is planned between 
the New Doha International Airport and 
Doha city center, extending on to Bahrain 
across the Qatar-Bahrain Friendship Causeway. 
There are also plans to link Qatar’s network 
with the GCC rail network subject to such 
challenges as inter-operability, regulations, 
technical capabilities, and financing among 
the six GCC countries. 

World Cup Stadiums
As part of its 2022 World Cup bid, Qatar 

pledged to build twelve open air (but 
air-conditioned) stadiums that will later be 
dismantled and donated to African nations. 
Three billion dollars has been allocated to 
build nine new stadiums, renovate three 
existing stadiums, and install a state-of-the-art 
carbon neutral cooling system. 

Opening and final matches will be held in 
the planned Lusail Stadium, with a proposed 

continued on page 18

The Qatar-Bahrain 
Friendship Causeway

Qatar Projects

Source: Commercial Section of U.S. Embassy in Qatar
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Qatar’s Growing Financial Sector Attracts Investors

The Government of Qatar, as part of its 
economic diversif ication strategy, is 

investing in and expanding its f inancial 
services sector. A world-class financial and 
business platform is an essential foundation 
for Qatar’s drive to become a sustainable, 
diversified knowledge-based economy. The 
leadership of Qatar is pursing a comprehen-
sive policy to ensure that all aspects of the 
business, regulatory, and legal environments 
are competitive with other major international 
financial centers in order to attract market 
participants to Doha.

The following is an overview of 
the key players in Qatar’s financial 
services sector.

Qatar Central Bank

One of the world’s fastest growing econo-
mies, Qatar has a robust demand for banking 
services – nationally and as a regional hub. 

Currently, there 
are 17 banks: 6 
c o m m e r c i a l 
banks, 3 Islamic 
banks, 1 special-

ized bank and 7 branches of foreign banks. 
Despite the global economic downturn, total 
assets grew by 21 percent in 2010 to $160 
billion. Deposits reached $84 billion, a 24 
percent year-on-year increase. Over $86 billion 
in loans were extended in 2010, a 16 percent 
year-on-year increase. 

The banking sector generated profits of 
$2.7 billion in 2009, almost half of which 
were attributed to Qatar National Bank – the 
country’s largest bank and 50 percent state-
owned. The Qatar Development Bank is a 
specialized wholly government-owned bank 
that promotes industrial and economic devel-
opment and diversification by financing small 
and medium-sized industrial projects. 

The Qatar Central Bank licenses both 
local and foreign banks. There are no restric-

tions on the free flow of capital and lending 
practices are consistent with standard inter-
national banking standards. 

Qatar Financial Center

In 2005, the Qatar Financial Center (QFC) 
was created to assist international finance 
companies to participate in Qatar’s dynamic 
growth. To mitigate risk and volatility associ-
ated with the oil and gas sector, Qatar is 
committed to further developing its financial 
services in the following areas: corporate 
finance, venture capital, project finance, private 
equity, wealth management, insurance and 

re-insurance, investment banking, Islamic 
banking, and investment management. 

The QFC is comprised of: (a) a commercial 
division, the QFC Authority; (b) an indepen-
dent financial regulator, the QFC Regulatory 
Authority; and (c) an independent judiciary 
comprised of a Civil and Commercial Court 
and a Regulatory Tribunal. QFC serves as a 
gateway for Qatari and international firms to 
access local and regional investment oppor-
tunities. With more than $100 billion of 
planned infrastructure investments in Qatar 
over the next decade 
and over $1.2 trillion 
projected investments 
throughout the GCC, 
f inancia l services 
industry players are 
encouraged to partic-
ipate in this econom-
ically dynamic region. 

The QFC welcomes companies in invest-
ment banking, private banking, insurance, 
asset management, consulting, legal services 
and financial services recruitment. Companies 
are encouraged to establish a physical presence 
in Qatar and can operate in local and foreign 
currencies. Under a new foreign investment 
law, 100 percent foreign-owned companies 
are permitted in agriculture, industry, health-
care, education, tourism, and natural resources. 

Otherwise, foreign investors can own up to 
49 percent of any business, and there are no 
restrictions on profit repatriation. 

As of January 2010, business profits are 
taxed at a reduced rate of 10 percent. Entities 
licensed by the QFC are governed by immigra-
tion and employment laws that are indepen-
dent of and more favorable than the local legal 
regime. According to Capital Intelligence, 
Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s, Qatar’s 
ratings are the highest in the GCC and the 
Arab world.

Qatar Investment Authority 

The Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) 
was founded in 2005 as a key engine for 
economic diversification. As Qatar’s sovereign 
wealth fund, QIA is responsible for deploying 
a sizable portion of the nation’s hydrocarbon 
revenues to make strategic and f inancial 
investments. Aiming to be a world-class investor 
both nationally and internationally, the QIA’s 
portfolio is allocated to traditional asset classes, 
including equities, fixed income, property, 
alternative assets and private equity. Given 
the leadership’s long-term vision and commit-
ment to sustainable growth, QIA is able to 
pursue a financially sound investment strategy 
across various asset classes, industries, and 
geographies to better insulate the fund’s returns 
from economic cycles and market volatility. 

The Qatar Exchange 

In 2009, the Qatar Exchange (QE) was 
created as the successor of the Doha Securities 
Market. It is part of a national strategy to 
establish Qatar as a world-class international 
financial center. QE offers a diversified array 
of investment and trading opportunities for 
investors and exchange members. From its 
initial capitalization in 1997 of $1.7 billion 
with 17 companies, QE’s companies are now 
valued at over $110 billion. Since 2005, foreign 
investors have been permitted to invest in all 
listed companies, further enhancing the 
exchange’s trading volume and capitalization. 

In 2009, NYSE Euronext acquired a 20 
percent stake in QE for $200 million. Qatar 
Investment Authority retains the remaining 
80 percent. The benefit to QE from this 
partnership is its access to NYSE Euronext’s 

continued on page 18
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state-of-the-art trading technology. As the 
first foreign exchange utilizing NYSE Euron-
ext’s universal trading platform and accessing 
proprietary transaction infrastructure, the 
QE secures a competitive advantage over other 
GCC exchanges. Qatar is now in the process 
of integrating and streamlining its regulatory 
regimes and governing bodies with a view to 
realizing QE’s potential to be the leading 
regional financial hub.

Not Just Oil and Gas

In 2009, for the first time, Qatar’s non-oil 
and gas sector accounted for over 50 percent 

capacity of 86,000 fans. The real heroes of 
the World Cup may be the clean-energy 
innovators who will keep athletes and fans 
cool during Doha’s uncomfortably hot summer 
months. Qatar University, in collaboration 
with Qatar Science & Technology Park, 
recently announced that it will begin to 
construct artificial clouds to shade and cool 
World Cup playing fields with the help of 
remote solar-powered engines. 

Hotels
Qatar boasts such high-end hotel chains 

as Four Seasons, Ritz Carlton, InterContinental, 
Hyatt, and Marriott, with St. Regis, Hilton, 
and others on the way. Despite the presence 
of these hotels, there never seems to be enough 
room availability in Doha.

Relief may be on the way. With Qatar’s 
calendar of major sports and cultural events 
filling up over the next decade, today’s hotel 
capacity of approximately 10,000 rooms is on 
track to expand to 90,000 rooms in time for 
the World Cup, which is expected to draw 
400,000 soccer fans. 

ICT Infrastructure
Under the leadership of the Supreme Council 

for Communication and Information Technology 
(ictQatar), Qatar is improving its infrastructure 

of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). For U.S. 
companies considering business opportunities 
in Qatar, it is noteworthy that the nation’s 
second largest non-oil and gas sector is 
comprised of finance, insurance and real estate. 
This sector contributed over $11 billion to 
Qatar’s economy, representing 12 percent of 
GDP, with a robust growth rate of 13 percent.

Given the country’s budgetary surpluses 
and commitment to major public projects, 
construction and engineering opportunities 
remain an attractive growth area. This sector’s 
growth declined in 2009, in large part because 
of the global economic slowdown, but the 
long-term forecast for this sector remains very 
positive, particularly in light of the “World 
Cup 2022 boom” and the increased availability 
of commercial credit facilities. (See related 
story on page 16.)

Forecast

With its extensive resources and bold initia-
tives, Qatar is a country on the rise. As a result 
of the nation’s prudent stewardship and substan-
tial cushion provided by commodity revenues, 
Qatar has emerged from the global financial 
crisis on a sound footing. As Qatar reforms its 

regulatory regimes and further defines its fiscal 
and monetary policies, the Government there 
is drawing on the lessons learned from the 
recent global economic recession. To its credit, 
the Government continues to re-evaluate its 
multi-year plans in light of the world’s overly 
optimistic perspective of early 2008, and it is 
taking new measures to better manage risks 
and maintain financial stability.

for information and communication networks 
as part of its drive to become a knowledge-based 
economy. (See related story on page 16.) ictQatar’s 
Chairman, H.H. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani, Qatar’s Heir Apparent, is leading this 
drive to provide “Broadband for All” and to 
ensure that Qataris are connected with each 
other and the world in an era of increasingly 
sophisticated global communications. 

Internet usage in Qatar has dramatically 
increased from 3.6 percent of the population 
in 2000 to over 50 percent in 2010. A new 
$3.8 billion underwater cable, scheduled for 
completion by 2012, will enhance the Arabian 
Gulf countries’ connection to Europe and 
India. State-of-the-art, affordable ICT infra-
structure and services represent an integral 
part of Qatar’s commitment to become 
competitive in both commerce and education. 

Power and Water 

Along with Qatar’s population and business 
expansion, its consumption of energy has also 
surged. Despite its small size, Qatar has one 
of the highest per capita water and electricity 
consumption rates, even exceeding those of 
the United States. Some of this may be attrib-
utable to the fact that Qatari citizens do not 
pay for water or power, and farmers there have 
free access to groundwater. 

In order to meet the country’s growing 
needs, the Government of Qatar has signed 
more than a billion dollars in contracts to 
upgrade Qatar’s power and water infrastruc-
ture. These projects include 18 new substations, 
enhancements to 11 substations, and the 
construction of a 400kV substation to connect 
with the GCC grid. Qatar General Electricity 
and Water Corporation has also committed 
to upgrades that will improve efficiency and 
reduce the risk of power shortages. 

Qatar’s Electricity Transmission Network 
is leading a major cable renovation. Contracts 
to install about 130 miles of new cables 
have been awarded to Mitsubishi in Japan, 
and Siemens Ltd. of India. According to 
the Nat iona l  Deve lopment St rateg y 
2011-2016, the Government of Qatar is 
contemplating charging users for power and 
water to encourage conservation and to 
promote more efficient use of the region’s 
most precious resource.

Over the next decade, Qatar will be refining 
and promoting its brand regionally and globally. 
These megaprojects will build infrastructural 
capacity, to be sure, but they will also signal 
to the world that Qatar has become a pioneering 
oasis that prides itself on innovation and 
state-of-the-art amenities for residents and 
visitors alike.

Financial Sectors – from page 16

Qatar’s Infrastructure – from page 15

NUSACC’s David Hamod and Qatar Central Bank’s 
Governor H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin Saud Al-Thani at 
the 10th Banking Conference for GCC Countries
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Qatar Celebrates Historic Milestone in Liquefied 
Natural Gas Production Capacity

Last December, the State of Qatar reached 
a production capacity of 77 million tons 

per annum (Mta) of liquefied natural gas (LNG). 
This was an historic milestone for Qatar, and 
it was celebrated by more than 1,000 dignitaries 
from around the world who joined in the 
festivities at Ras Laffan Industrial City.

“I am very proud of what we 
have achieved together to realize 
the vision of His Highness the 
Emir,” commented H.E. Abdullah 
bin Hamad Al Attiyah, Qatar’s 
Deputy Premier and then-Minister 
of Energy and Industry. “Fulfill-
ment of this vision marks the 
beginning of the next chapter of 
our journey together.”

Directly responsible for overseeing the 
nation’s energy policies during the past 15 
years, Al Attiyah watched Qatar grow from 
being a small producer of 35,000 barrels of 
oil per day to becoming the world’s largest 
producer of LNG.

Abdulaziz Al Malki, Chairman of the 77 
Mta Celebration Higher Committee, noted, 
“In the 1990s, many people thought our vision 
of Qatar’s ability to produce 77 Mta of LNG 
was a dream. But in every business challenge 
the first step is a dream; the second step is to 
make it a reality.”

“This is a remarkable success story,” 
commented David Hamod, President 
and CEO of the National U.S.-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce (NUSACC), 
who attended the December 2010 
celebration. “Qatar serves as an excel-
lent example of how a nation’s resources 

can be harnessed to invest 
in a higher quality of life 
for current and future 
generations.”

In  a  mu lt imed ia 
presentation aired during 
the celebration, the Emir, 
H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani explained how 

Qatar has chosen to focus on developing 
infrastructure and building capacity for a 
knowledge-based economy.

“Qatar has rapidly transformed itself into 
one of the world’s premier energy suppliers 
through its visionary leadership 
and strategic partnering with the 
finest U.S. corporations,” says 
U.S. Ambassador Joseph LeBaron, 
who was one of many diplomats 
who attended the celebration. “We 
look forward to working shoulder-
to-shoulder in the successful 
completion of the new exciting 

projects that 
will write the 
next chapter in 
Qatar’s history.”

L e a d e r s 
from American 
c o m p a n i e s , 
many of whom have long-
standing relationships in 
Qatar, attended the celebra-
t i o n .  J a m e s  M u l v a , 

Chairman and CEO of ConocoPhillips, 
noted that his company is “pleased and 
honored to be a partner to Qatar in this 
historic achievement, one of the most 
significant in the history of the LNG industry 
worldwide. Such vision and strategy have 
maximized Qatar and the world’s benefit 
from a world class natural resource, the 
North Field.” 

ExxonMobil Chairman and CEO, Rex W. 
Tillerson, agreed. “Qatar’s visionary leadership 
and the remarkable story of its natural gas 
development are truly an inspiration” he noted. 

“We look forward to our continuing partner-
ships in the State of Qatar.” 

Qatar supplies gas to customers in 23 
nations on four continents and it makes up 
28 percent of the world’s LNG production. 
The LNG facilities at Ras Laffan are divided 

into  14  t r a in s ,  s e ven  a t 
Qatargas and seven at RasGas. 
The f irst shipments from 
Qatargas and RasGas occurred 
in 1996 and 1999, respectively.

The CEO of Qatargas, 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani recalled those first 
shipments. “Since delivering 
our first LNG cargo 14 years 
ago, Qatargas has followed a 
remarkable, well-planned 
course of growth and expan-
sion,” he explained during the 
celebration. 

Hamad Rashid Al Mohan-
nadi, the Managing Director of RasGas, 
echoed the general sentiment at the celebration 
when he described the milestone as a “defining 
moment in Qatar’s history.”

H.E. Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah, Qatar’s Deputy Premier 
and David Hamod, President and CEO of the National U.S.-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce

“This is a remarkable success 

story. Qatar serves as an excellent 

example of how a nation’s 

resources can be harnessed to 

invest in a higher quality of life for 

current and future generations.”

David Hamod, President and CEO of the 
National U.S.-Arab Chamber of Commerce
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AECOM/Parsons “On Track” to Win 
Lusail Light Rail Transit (LRT) Project

ConocoPhillips and Qatar Petroleum: 
Partnering into the Future

U.S. firms AECOM and Parsons Inter-
national are “on track” to win a multi-

million dollar contract to serve as program 
and construction managers for the Light Rail 
Transit (LRT) project under the auspices of 
the Lusail Real Estate Development Company 
W.L.L. (Qatari Diar).

The project consists of developing four 
tramway operating lines, approximately 20 
kilometers of at-grade revenue double track 
and 10 km of at-grade non revenue single track, 

seven kilometers of underground section, 24 
stations at grade, seven underground stations, 
one viaduct, one depot, and LRT vehicles.

The LRT project is a key component of 
Qatar’s vision for a dynamic new city in Lusail 
and the first step toward a fully integrated 
national railway. Described by some as the 
“Future of Qatar,” the waterfront community 
located north of Doha is expected to be larger 
than Beirut and home to approximately half-
a-million people.

The first phase of Lusail’s develop-
ment will be completed by the end of 
2011. Lusail’s Light Rail Transit network 
– one of the most advanced in the world 
– will link the new cities’ 17 mixed-use 
districts, as well as connect Lusail to the 
New Doha International Airport through 
the proposed Qatar Railway system.

AECOM and Parsons are rail system 
experts who can support Qatari Diar 
throughout the implementation of the 

project. With approximately 45,000 employees 
around the world, AECOM is a leader in all 
of the key markets it serves. Active in the 
Middle East since 1965, AECOM has worked 
on major construction projects throughout 
the region, including the Education City 
Landscape Master Plan in Doha, Heart of 
Doha Master Plan, Masdar Institute of Science 
and Technology in Abu Dhabi, and the 
Kingdom Towers in Jeddah.

Established in 1944, Parsons is a leading 
engineering, consulting, technical, and 
management services f irm. Over 10,500 
employees are engaged in 4,500 projects in 
50 states and 24 countries around the world. 
Parsons has been involved in the Middle East 
for more than 30 years, with 3,000 employees 
in six offices in Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.

The Lusail Light Rail Transit Project

ConocoPhillips’ successful and longstanding 
partnership with Qatar Petroleum was 

underscored in December 2010 when Qatar’s 
high-profile celebration of reaching 77 million 
tons per annum (Mta) of liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) production included the inauguration 
of Qatargas 3 (QG3).

“ConocoPhillips is proud to be part of 
Qatar’s 77 Mta celebrations,” commented Jim 
Mulva, Chairman and CEO of ConocoPhil-
lips, who, along with Ryan Lance, Senior Vice 
President for Exploration and Production 
International, led the ConocoPhillips delega-
tion to the event. “We are pleased and honored 
to be a part of the development of the LNG 
business in Qatar.”

In November 2010, the QG3 joint venture 
mega-train (Train 6) began production of the 
first drops of LNG. Train 6 has a nameplate 
capacity of 7.8 Mta and is one of ConocoPhil-
lips’ key assets. It is also part of the world’s 
largest LNG complex, located in Ras Laffan.

ConocoPhillips has collaborated with Qatar 
Petroleum since 1997. The QG3 venture was 
formed in 2005 and is jointly owned by 
ConocoPhillips (30 percent), Qatar Petroleum 
(68.5 percent), and Mitsui (1.5 percent). The 

scope of the venture includes a fully-integrated 
LNG project. The QG3 construction project 
was executed together with the Qatargas 4 
project – a joint venture between Shell and 
Qatar Petroleum.

“The QG3 and QG4 projects have made 
a signif icant accomplishment,” said Erec 
Isaacson, President of the Qatar Business Unit. 
“Together, ConocoPhillips and Shell created 
a world-class joint venture development team 
and delivered offshore and onshore facilities 
of the highest quality,” he added.

The Golden Pass LNG terminal in the 
United States is a related project that under-
scores ConocoPhillips’ commitment to 
marketing Qatari LNG. A joint venture among 
QP, ConocoPhillips and ExxonMobil, the 
terminal is located on the Gulf Coast and can 
process up to 15.6 Mta of LNG.

“Qatar is a high priority country for 
ConocoPhillips,” said CEO Mulva. “During 
the five years of development work that this 
massive [QG3] project required, we have 
enjoyed the opportunity to establish close, 
collaborative relationships with Qatargas, 
Qatar Petroleum and the people of Qatar. We 
now look forward to seeing QG3 provide 

clean-burning natural gas to markets throughout 
the world.”

• 1997 – Qchem venture established
• 2005 – Qatargas 3 project 

sanctioned
• 2010 – Inauguration, Global Water 

Sustainability Center, Qatar 
Science & Technology Park

• 2010 – Qchem II inauguration
• 2010 – QG 3 project completed; 

first LNG shipment to global 
markets in November

• 2011 – Ramp up to full QG3 
production

• Participating in Helium 2 recovery 
project

• Participating in Jetty Boil-off Gas 
Recovery Project

ConocoPhillips 
Milestones in Qatar
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ExxonMobil’s Strategic Partnership  
with Qatar: An Ongoing Success Story 
The State of Qatar has become the world’s 

largest exporter of liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) in less than 15 years, and ExxonMobil 
has played a significant role in helping Qatar 
achieve this goal. In December 2010, when 
Qatar celebrated reaching a production capacity 
of 77 million tons per annum of LNG, Rex 
W. Tillerson, Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of ExxonMobil was there to celebrate 
with the Qataris. “We are honored to be a 
part of this major accomplishment,” Tillerson 
noted, “and we look forward to our continuing 
partnerships in the State of Qatar.”

ExxonMobil’s 
partnership with 
Qat a r  Pe t ro -
l e u m ’s  L N G 

projects began in the early 1990s, when Qatar 
faced the challenge of developing the North 
Field – the world’s largest non-associated gas 
resource – located far away from electrical 
and natural gas markets. 

Qatar Petroleum and ExxonMobil worked 
together to design and build the facilities to 
process the gas and gas liquids from the North 
Field. Harnessing its global experience and 
knowledge of gas markets, ExxonMobil worked 
closely with the Government of Qatar and 
Qatar Petroleum to facilitate access of Qatargas 
and RasGas LNG to traditional markets in 
Asia and to develop new opportunities in 
Europe and the United States.

Operating eff iciency and value chain 
reliability have been major contributors to 
Qatar’s success in the LNG business. Exxon-
Mobil and Qatar Petroleum’s series of scale 
and technology initiatives have kept produc-
tion costs well below industry benchmarks. 
ExxonMobil’s technical expertise has also led 
to one of the world’s largest marine construc-
tion projects for a new class of LNG transport 
ships with unparalleled cost competitiveness.

“There are two essentials that are necessary 
for a company like ExxonMobil to consider 
before entering into business in a new country,” 
notes Tillerson. “Qatar provided both of these. 
First is the world-class resource in 
the form of the North Field. Equally, 
if not more importantly, is the leader-
ship of the country and the vision of 
the Emir to create a proper business 
environment that gave us the confi-
dence to come in and risk our capital.”

In January 2011, Qatar’s Deputy 
Premier and Minister of Energy and 
Industry, H.E. Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Attiyah, and Andy Swiger, Senior 
Vice President of ExxonMobil, 
announced that Qatar and ExxonMobil 
agreed to jointly develop the Barzan Gas Project, 
which will provide 1.4 billion cubic feet of gas 
per day to meet the rising gas demand to fuel 
Qatar’s impressive economic expansion. The 
project will be located in Ras Laffan Industrial 

At a Glance: ExxonMobil in Qatar
ExxonMobil’s numerous joint 
ventures in Qatar include the 
following:
• Participant in 12 of Qatar’s 14 LNG 

facilities to cool the gas, ships to transport 
the gas to foreign markets, and three 
foreign terminals where the gas is received 
for distribution to power plants, factories 
and homes. This includes projects with 
Qatargas (QG 1 and QG 2), three with 
RasGas (RL 1, RL 2 and RL 3), and one 
with Ras Laffan Refinery through its 
affiliate – ExxonMobil Qatar Refinery 
Limited. Qatargas 2 and Ras Laffan 3 are 
two of the largest integrated LNG projects 
ever undertaken.

• Helped develop the world’s largest LNG 
carriers with as much as 266,000 cubic 
meters for transportation of LNG to 
receiving terminals in the United Kingdom, 
Italy, the United States and to other 
regional and foreign markets.

• The only foreign shareholder in Al Khaleej 
Gas and in the Barzan project. 

ExxonMobil’s decades-long commitment 
to Qatar extends beyond that of a joint 
venture partner and investor. The company 
is active in a variety of initiatives and projects 
to support economic growth and the well-

being of Qatar. ExxonMobil also strives to 
uphold the Four Pillars of Qatar’s National 
Vision 2030 – human, social, economic, 
and environmental development. 

The company shares the Qatar Founda-
tion’s objectives to advance science and 
technology through research and develop-
ment. ExxonMobil Research Qatar Limited 
is an anchor tenant at the Qatar Science & 
Technology Park in Doha. 

Since 2005, the company has supported 
the Career Counseling Unit at the Social 
Development Center in Doha, which prepares 
young Qatari women to join the workforce. 
ExxonMobil Qatar Inc. (EMQI), a subsid-
iary of ExxonMobil, supports local job growth 
by recruiting graduates from Qatar Univer-
sity, as well as from other local universities 
and colleges. Qatari nationals are also recruited 
from universities around the world and 
provided with on-the-job training. In addition, 
EMQI coordinates ExxonMobil affiliate 
operations in Qatar, which support numerous 
philanthropic, educational, social, cultural, 
and sporting activities. These activities include 
the Qatar ExxonMobil Tennis Open, the 
World Innovation Summit for Education 
organized by Qatar Foundation, INJAZ 
Qatar, and the Social Development Center.

City and will be operated by RasGas. The first 
gas flow is planned for 2014.

ExxonMobil is the world’s largest publicly 
traded integrated petroleum and natural gas 

company, and the firm is a global leader in 
the petrochemical industry. The company 
operates facilities and markets products around 
the world and explores for oil and natural gas 
on six continents.

Qatar’s North Field (above and top right) of which 
ExxonMobil is a major partner
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GE Partners in Qatar’s Diversified Growth
Principally led by the oil and gas sector, 

which contributes to over 70 percent of the 
Government’s revenues, Qatar is uniquely 
positioned as a key market for GE in the 
Middle East region. Qatar’s focus on the 
production and export of natural gas, with 
the country accounting for the world’s third 
largest proven reserves, is a perfect fit to GE’s 
abilities in this sector. 

In Qatar, GE has been providing advanced 
gas turbines, compressors and other equipment 
to support the country’s natural gas and LNG 
industries for over 35 years. In more recent 
years, in tune with the economic diversifica-
tion initiatives of Qatar, GE has also widened 
its businesses in the country. 

Today, with over 250 employees across 
three offices and facilities, GE serves the 
energy, water technologies and healthcare 
businesses, which also contribute to the overall 
economic and social growth of the country. 

Central to GE’s commitment to Qatar are 
its dedicated investments in driving education, 
training, and new product development. This 
is embodied in the imminent opening of the 
GE Advanced Technology Research Center 
(GEATRC) in the Qatar Science & Technology 
Park. The opening of GEATRC is a significant 
step in the company’s growth outlook for the 
entire Middle East, where GE has a presence 
that spans over eight decades.

The $50 million GEATRC, spread over 
20,000 square meters, highlights the thought 
leadership and innovation competencies of 
GE’s four business divisions – GE Global 
Research, GE Oil & Gas, GE Aviation, and 
GE Healthcare. GEATRC is also a perfect 
complement to Qatar’s National Vision 2030 
to promote human, social, economic, and 
environmental development by helping the 
country to build a knowledge-based economy. 

In addition to its focus on boosting innova-
tion and operational efficiencies, the Center 
also contributes to empowering talented Qataris 
and enhancing their knowledge base and 
skill sets, as well as delivering process and 
product enhancement for GE customers 
across the Middle East. 

The opening of the Global Water 
Sustainability Center in partnership with 
ConocoPhillips, and the new manufac-
turing facility by Al Farraj Trading & 
Manufacturing Company (FTMC) to 

assemble and supply GE electrical 
equipment across the region, are 
indicative of GE’s thought leadership 
initiatives that meet Qatar’s require-
ments for the future. 

GE has established strong public/
private partnerships in Qatar in recent years, 
including a multimillion, multi-year partner-
ship with RasGas Company Limited (RasGas) 
for an LNG and Sales Gas production 
complex in the Ras Laffan Industrial City. 

The Qatar Service Center of GE Oil and 
Gas in Ras Laffan is a center of excellence 
that serves as a technology hub for the region, 
thereby expanding GE’s local service 
capabilities. GE has 

a lso partnered with 
Qatar Steel to provide 
complete production 
management solutions.

Through its associa-
tion with Al Shaheen 
Energy Services, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of 
Qatar Petroleum, GE 
has consolidated the 
presence of GE Oil and 
G a s  P I I  P i p e l i n e 
Solutions in the region, 
and GE has established 
a JV for aftermarket 
services of Turboma-
chinery equipment in 
Qatar. The JV will help 
Q a t a r  t o  a c h i e v e 

increased oi l and gas 
capacity by leveraging GE’s 
most advanced technologies.

Highlighting the diversified 
business interests of GE in Qatar, the company 
has partnered with Qatar Airlines to provide 
GEnx engines for 60 Airbus A350 aircraft in 
addition to forming a 50-50 joint venture with 
Qatar Foundation to serve as the headquarters 
for GE’s Healthcare IT business in the Middle 
East and Africa. 

With more than 2,000 employees based 

in 17 ground facilities in eight countries in 
the Middle East, GE’s CAGR (Compound 
Accumulated Growth Rate) in the region from 
2005 to 2009 was 23 percent – highlighting 
the strong role that the region plays in the 
company’s growth.

GE’s Qatar Service Center for Oil and Gas in Ras Laffan

Installation of GE gas compression units for Qatargas’  
Train 1 LNG facility

Artist rendering of the GE Advanced Technology and Research Center in the Qatar 
Science & Technology Park

Steam turbine rotor assembly at the GE Oil and Gas plant
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Chevron Launches Center for Sustainable Energy 
Efficiency in Education City

On March 27, 2011, Qatar’s Minister of 
Energ y and Indust r y,  H.E .  Dr. 

Mohammed bin Saleh Al Sada, inaugurated 
Chevron’s Center for Sustainable Energy 
Efficiency (CSEE) at the Qatar Science & 
Technology Park (QSTP) located in Doha’s 
Education City.

John D. Gass, Chevron’s 
President of Global Gas, and 
Carl Ata l lah, President of 
Chevron Qatar Ltd., were among 
the many dignitaries attending 
the ceremony. Also present were 
Dr. Tidu Maini, QSTP’s Execu-
tive Chairman, and Saad Al 
Kaabi, Director of Oil and Gas 
Ventures at Qatar Petroleum.

“Interest in sustainable energy is universal,” 
said Minister Al Sada during the opening 
ceremony. “Qatar supplies energy to the entire 
world, and we are playing our part to conserve 
energy. On the emissions side,” the Minister 
added, “we are reducing flaring and LNG 
jetty boil-off, as well as conducting carbon 
sequestration studies. On the consumption 
side, we are encouraging more energy efficiency.” 

Funded by a $20 million investment from 
Chevron, CSEE will help Qatar achieve two 
essential goals: identifying sustainable energy 

technologies that work best in 
Qatar’s climate, and accelerating 
real-world application of these 
technologies through education 
and industry collaboration.

Chevron and QSTP signed 
a partnership agree-
ment in February 
2009 establishing 
the Chevron CSEE. 
In  Apr i l  2010, 
C h e v r o n  a n d 
GreenGulf, a Qatari 
renewable energy 
company, joined forces to estab-
lish a Solar Test Facility at QSTP 
in order to study market oppor-

tunities for solar power in Qatar. The Center 
became fully operational in February 2011.

Located in QSTP’s Tech1 building, CSEE 
is designed for the study and demonstration 
of sustainable energy. Key facilities include a 
sustainable-energy visitor center, testing rigs 
for solar and lighting technologies, and training 
and seminar facilities.

“Chevron’s expertise and experience in 
testing and deploying clean energy technolo-
gies in California is of immense help,” 
commented Dr. Mani, QSTP’s Executive 
Chairman. He added that this expertise will 
support QSTP’s comprehensive strategy for 
technology evaluation and research-led devel-
opment in solar energy. According to the 
International Energy Association (IEA), solar 
energy is rapidly becoming a viable power 
source, and it could supply eleven percent of 
global electricity by 2050.

The performance of solar technologies can 
be greatly affected by environmental factors 
such as dust, heat and light quality. Dust 
accumulated on photovoltaic (PV) panels after 
six months in the Middle East can reduce the 
panels’ power by 40 percent. Chevron CSEE 
and the Solar Test facility will accelerate 
commercialization of solar technologies by 
testing their performance in Qatar’s climate.

“The world is going to need all forms of 
energy to meet its needs over the coming 
decades, which is why Chevron is investing 
strongly in petroleum and renewable technol-
ogies,” said Carl Atallah, President of Chevron 
Qatar Ltd. “We achieved a milestone when 
we opened our sustainable energy center at the 
Qatar Science & Technology Park. Chevron’s 
investment of $20 million in the center demon-

strates our confidence in Qatar’s future and 
our commitment to its energy strategy.”

Chevron Corporation 
is one of the world’s 

leading integrated energy 
companies, with 60,000 

employees and subsidiaries 
around the world. In Qatar, 
Chevron has a flexible LNG 
purchase agreement with 
RasGas that brings Qatar’s 

LNG to the U.S. market.

Interior view from the CSEE in Chevron Qatar Energy Technology 
offices at the Qatar Science & Technology Park

John D. Gass, Chevron’s President of Global Gas makes 
a presentation at the CSEE opening

Qatar’s Minister of Energy and Industry, H.E. Dr. 
Mohammed bin Saleh Al Sada cuts the ribbon at the 
opening ceremony
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Occidental Petroleum:  
Tapping a Deep Partnership in Qatar

Occidental Petroleum Corporation (Oxy), 
the fourth largest international oil and 

gas exploration and production company based 
on equity market capitalization, has been an 
active investor in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region for the past four 
decades. More than one-fourth of Oxy’s 
worldwide oil and gas production comes from 
MENA nations.

Oxy is the second largest oil producer in 
both Oman and Qatar and a partner in the 
giant Dolphin Project – the premier transborder 
natural gas project in the Middle East. Devel-
oped by Dolphin Energy, a consortium owned 
by Mubadala Development on behalf of the 
Abu Dhabi Government (51 percent), Total 
(24.5 percent), and Oxy (24.5 percent), the 

Dolphin Project delivers gas from Qatar’s 
North Field to customers in the United Arab 
Emirates and Oman.

Launched in the summer of 2007, the 
Dolphin Project reached full operation in 
February 2008. Gas is produced from offshore 
wells in Qatar and processed at the onshore 
plant in Ras Laffan, the biggest initial gas 
plant ever built. From Ras Laffan, the processed 

gas f lows through a 
48-inch, 230-mile-long 
subsea export pipeline 
– the longest la rge-
diameter pipeline ever 

built for subsea use – to the UAE and Oman.
For the past 16 years, Oxy has also worked 

in close cooperation with Qatar Petroleum to 
develop and operate three offshore oil fields: 
Idd El Shargi North Dome (ISND), located 
approximately 50 miles east of the Qatar 
peninsula; Idd El Shargi South Dome (ISSD), 
less than 15 miles south of ISND; and Al 

Rayyan (Block 12), which is located northeast 
of the Qatar peninsula. 

Since the mid-1990s, Oxy has increased 
production of ISND through extensive 
horizontal drilling, water flooding, and multi-
lateral production. Oxy expertise continues 
to maximize recovery rates and add new 
reserves through state-of-the-art reservoir 
characterization processes and technical 
development programs.

Headquartered in Los Angeles, Oxy has 
30,000 employees based in three core regions 
of the world – the United States, the MENA 
region and Latin America – and it is among 
the industry’s most profitable producers.

Enterprise Qatar is committed to building 
a flourishing SME sector in Qatar through 
partnerships that create a supportive environ-
ment and enable innovative entrepreneurs to 
succeed. It incorporates three key principles 
of partnership: public purpose, performance 
and value.

Created under the guidance of H.H. Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, the Emir of 
Qatar, and H.H. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani, the Heir Apparent, Enterprise Qatar 
was launched in 2008 by Qatar’s Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister, H.E. Sheikh Hamad 
bin Jassim bin Jabr Al-Thani. Enterprise Qatar 
has begun to serve as a gateway between 
innovative companies and viable sources of 
financial and business support.

“Starting, sustaining and growing a small 
business can be a real challenge for even the 
most experienced entrepreneur,” commented 
Noora Al-Mannai, Project Director of Enter-
prise Qatar. “Whatever stage an entrepreneur 
has reached in the business cycle, we aim to 
be there to provide the support to enable him 
or her to move their business to the next level… 
and to keep it moving forward.”

Enterprise Qatar

“Starting, sustaining and 

growing a small business can 

be a real challenge for even the 

most experienced entrepreneur. 

Whatever stage an entrepreneur 

has reached in the business 

cycle, we aim to be there to 

provide the support to enable 

him or her to move their 

business to the next level… and 

to keep it moving forward.”

Noora Al-Mannai, Project 
Director of Enterprise Qatar
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Qatar Foundation: Putting Education First

“I firmly believe that the optimal 
investment of our resources should 

not turn us into consumers of 
knowledge. It should encourage 

us to produce knowledge.”

H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned

During the past 15 years, Qatar has become 
one of the leading pioneers in education 

reform, scientific research, and community 
development in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region. At the helm of this 
transformation is the non-profit Qatar Founda-
tion for Education, Science and Community 
Development, which was established in 1995 
by the Emir of Qatar, H.H. Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, and his wife, H.H. 
Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned.

Qatar’s First Lady, H.H. Sheikha Mozah, 
is chairperson of the Qatar Foundation, which 
places its highest priority on education. 
“Through education, through the pursuit and 
attainment of knowledge, all things become 
possible,” says H.H. Sheikha Mozah. “The 
sharing of knowledge, ideas and values is the 
noblest way to transcend barriers. In this sense, 
globalization is the architect which constructs 
academic bridges across cultural and geograph-
ical landscapes.”

Established in 1998, Education City is 
Qatar Foundation’s flagship project. Located 
on the outskirts of Doha, the city covers 14 
million square meters and houses the satellite 
campuses of six renowned American univer-
sities – including Weill Cornell Medical Center 
(WCMC-Q), which is the first U.S. institu-
tion to offer its M.D. degree abroad. 

Education City is equipped for students 
of all ages. K-12 education is provided to 
students through the Qatar Academy, the 
Learning Center School, and the Academic 
Bridge Program, which helps students transi-

tion from high school to college. More than 
45 different nationalities are represented among 
the students, faculty and staff.

Qatar Foundation’s National Research 
Fund (QNRF) was established in 2006 to 
foster a scientific community whose core 

projects focus on medicine, biotechnology, 
information and communications technologies 
( I C T ) , 
e n v i r o n -
m e n t a l 
s c i e n c e s , 
mole c u l a r 
sciences and 
na note ch-
nology. Each 
of the Educa-
t ion Cit y-
b a s e d 
universities 
incorporates 
a  re se a rch 
element. One 
of the Foundation’s newest projects – Sidra 
Medical and Research Center – will provide 
clinical care, medical training and a platform 
for biomedical research upon its completion 
in 2011. 

Qatar Science & Technology Park (QSTP) 
is central to the country’s development of a 
competitive knowledge-based economy. 
Designed as a research and development hub, 
QSTP incubates start-up technology-based 

businesses and encourages international 
companies to develop and market their 
technologies in Qatar.  

In addition to these initiatives, Qatar 
Foundation supports numerous community 
centers, such as the Qatar Diabetes Center, 
Shafallah Center for children with disabilities, 
Al Shaqab equestrian center, Doha Interna-
tional Institute for Family Studies and Devel-
opment, and the Social Development Center. 
Tackling local socio-economic issues that 
hinder social development is vital to the Qatar 
Foundation’s mission.

In December 2009, the Foundation launched 
WISE – the World Innovation Summit for 
Education. “Through this distinguished 
audience of decision-makers and major figures 
who have an interest in education, we hope 
to lay the foundations of a forum capable of 
expanding dialogue and encouraging innova-
tion, which will promote mature thinking, 
create opportunity and devise practical 

solutions linking education to sustainable 
development,” stated H.H. Sheikha Mozah. 

The inaugural WISE summit attracted 
dignitaries, CEOs, Heads-of-State and high 
level participants from around the world. 
Described by the Chronicle of Higher Education 
as “the global meeting place for leaders in 
education,” the summit highlights the Qatar 
Foundation’s leadership role in innovative 
education and research.

H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani and his wife, 
H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned 

A model of the proposed Sidra Medical Center in Doha

The entry arch at Qatar Science & Technology Park
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Education City:  
Learning for the 21st Century

Qatar believes that a highly-educated 
population is an essential component of the 
country’s future knowledge-based society. 
Students, faculty and staff in Education 
City are from more than 60 nations around 
the world. This rich mix of nationalities, 
cultures and experiences is an educational 
resource in itself. 

Designed as Qatar Foundation’s flagship 
project in 1998, Education City aims to 
be the center of educational excellence in 
the Arab world. The region’s first Research 
and Education Network (REN) – an ultra 
high speed network – will enable universi-
ties in Education City to virtualize class-
rooms and to connect with other higher 
education institutes and research power-
houses worldwide.

By 2012, Education City will house the 
newly completed Sidra Medical and Research 
Center. Working together, Weill Cornell 
Medical Center and Sidra will form a state-
of-the-art academic and medical facility. 

The Qatar Science & Technology Park 
(QSTP) is also located in Education City’s 
14 million square meters. QSTP is a home 
for technology-based companies from around 
the world and an incubator for start-up 
enterprises. Located adjacent to campuses 
of several leading universities, QSTP is at 
the forefront of industry-university collab-
oration.

Currently, more than twenty-one compa-
nies – including ExxonMobil, Shell, Total, 
Rolls-Royce, and Microsoft – are based in 
the Technology Park, which is Qatar’s first 
Free Trade Zone. 

In March 2011, Chevron’s Center for 
Sustainable Energy Eff iciency (CSEE) 
became QSTP’s newest resident. Funded 
by a $20 investment from Chevron, the 
center will identify sustainable energy 

“The sharing of knowledge, 
ideas and values is the noblest 

way to transcend barriers.”
H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned

Education City  
Houses Six Renowned 
American Universities:

• Carnegie Mellon

• Georgetown School  
of Foreign Service

• Northwestern

• Texas A & M

• Virginia Commonwealth

• Weill Cornell Medical Center 
(WCMC – Q) – the first U.S. 
institution to offer its M.D. 
degree abroad

techniques that work best in Qatar’s climate 
and test real-world application of these 
applications through education and industry 
collaboration.

Silatech: “Connecting” Qatar’s Youth to Success

Silatech is an innovative social enterprise 
established to address the critical and 

growing need to create jobs and opportunities 
for young people in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) region.

In January 2008, Qatar’s First Lady, H.H. 
Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned, 
announced a personal commitment on behalf 
of Qatar’s Emir, H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani, at the United Nations 
Alliance of Civilizations meeting in Madrid, 
Spain. Silatech (“your connection” in Arabic) 
was formally launched six months later, in 
June 2008.

Silatech’s mission is to connect young 
people ages 18-30 years old with employment 
and enterprise opportunities. The initiative 
promotes large-scale job creation, entrepre-
neurship, and access to capital and markets 
for young people, beginning in the MENA 

region, which has one of the highest rates of 
youth unemployment in the world.

Si latech ’s three strategic goa ls are:  
Mindset – improving society’s support for young 
people’s contribution to the economy; Policy 
– promoting government policies that stimulate 
increased employment opportunities for young 
people; Access – improving young people’s 
access to skill training and job placement services 
and to improve access to capital for micro, small, 
and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs).

One of Silatech’s co-partners, ImagineNa-
tions, helped shape the direction and mission 
of the initiative. Five diverse countries were 
selected for the f irst pilot studies in the 
region – Bahrain, Morocco, Qatar, Tunisia 
and Yemen. 

Silatech’s first global youth investment 
summit – “Young People and Employment 
in the Arab World,” held in June 2008 – drew 
more than 200 leaders from the private, public 
and government sectors. It created a network 
of regional and international leaders interested 
in creating a better future for youth in the 
MENA region.

In June 2009, The Silatech Index: Voices of 

Young Arabs, was published in partnership 
with Gallup. The report was the first compre-
hensive poll of youths age 15-29 and it 
documented their perceptions of job creation 
and the business environment in their commu-
nities. A second report came out in 2010.
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ictQATAR – Streamlining Qatar’s Future

In March 2009, Qatar placed 29th among 
the 134 countries that were surveyed for 

the Networked Readiness Index of the Global 
Information Technology Report 2008-2009. 
The annual report is produced by the World 
Economic Forum and INSEAD, and it is a 
comprehensive global assessment of the impact 
that ICT has on a nation’s global competitive-
ness. Since Qatar was first surveyed for the 
report in 2005-2006, the country has climbed 
steadily from 39th to 29th place in the rankings. 

Given the fact that Qatar is a relative 
newcomer in the race to achieve ICT-friendly 
societies, this is a notable achievement. “In 
just a few short years, we have begun to realize 
the rewards of information and communica-
tion technology,” explains Dr. Hessa Al-Jaber, 
Secretary General of the Supreme Council of 
Information and Communication Technology 
– ictQATAR. “Since 2006, Qatar has jumped 
ahead in the index because both the public 
and private sectors are dedicated to leveraging 
ICT to help Qatar achieve its leadership role 
in the global economy,” adds Dr. Al-Jaber.

ictQATAR was established in 2004 as the 
policy-making and regulatory body responsible 
for maintaining a national ICT strategy to 
help transform Qatar into a knowledge-based 
society. “Our mission is to create an advanced 
ICT community, where the community at 
large can use ICT to improve the quality of 
their lives and actively contribute to the social 
and economic development of Qatar,” stated 
H.H. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
the Heir Apparent and Chairman of ictQATAR, 
during the inaugural launch in May 2005.

During the last six years, the State of Qatar 
has made strategic ICT investments across 
many sectors. In 2006, the telecommunica-
tions sector was liberalized, thereby opening 
the market to competition. Numerous initia-
tives were launched, such as e-government, 
e-education, e-health, e-inclusion, and 

e-security. Qatar’s first-generation e-government 
plan began in 2003, and it produced a variety 
of online services that have been incorporated 
into the present e-initiatives. 

ICT 2015, ictQATAR’s current five-year 
plan, has enumerated four goals central to a 
sustainable knowledge-based society: build 
an advanced ICT infrastructure, encourage 
public and private sector use of ICT, develop 
citizens’ e-skills, and foster research and 
development.

Hukoomi – an easy-to-use online 
gateway to government information 
and services – has been described as an 
“historic milestone” because of its ability 
to link 50 government entities online 
at once. In one year, from 2008-2009, 
Hukoomi enabled four million electronic 
transactions. Hukoomi is the centerpiece 
of ictQATAR’s effort to create a trans-
parent and streamlined government. 

Qatar is already reaping the benefits 
of integrating ICT into many aspects 
of the country’s public and private daily 
life. In the resident population (excluding 

the transient labor population), internet 
penetration is 63 percent, and 54 percent of 
residents are computer users. There are 88 
PCs per 100 government employees, and 95 
percent of all physicians and 78 percent of all 
nurses have internet connections in govern-
ment hospitals and health centers. More than 
90 percent of all businesses in Qatar have 
internet connections, with the exception of 
micro-businesses, which register 41 percent 
internet availability.

The Government of Qatar’s commitment 
to build a world-class educational system is 
evident. Qatar ranks highest in the MENA 
region with 12.7 PCs per 100 students in 
schools, and many of the most advanced ICT 
efforts are directed toward improving the 
primary and secondary educational system. 
Knowledge Net, for example, is a portal that 
enables three-way communications among 
parents, schools and teachers. E-schoolbag, 
Global Gateway, and Model e-school are 
additional programs designed to introduce 
state-of-the-art ICT educational practices to 
local schools.

One of Qatar’s most high-profile endeavors 
is Education City. Sprawling across 14 million 
square meters (150,694,746 square feet), this 
project houses educational facilities from 
grades one through post-graduate, and it 
includes branch campuses of some of the 
world’s leading universities. 

“The rapid growth of Education City and 
the diversity of its operations meant that it 
was only a matter of time before it outgrew 
its original network,” explains Sa’di Awienat, 
Qatar Foundation’s Information Technology 

Director. “We are on an endless journey to 
design and implement innovative ICT solutions 
that fulfill the growing needs of our customers 
and enable our elite universities and the world-
class research centers to operate.”

This “journey” led to the creation of Meeza 
(“advantage” in Arabic), a managed IT services 
and solutions provider, formed as a commer-
cial joint venture between Cisco and the Qatar 
Foundation. Meeza, in turn, will monitor and 
manage the region’s first 
Research and Education 
Network (REN), a new 
state-of-the-art, 40 
Gbps-ready f iber 
optic network that 
w i l l  c o n n e c t 
r e s e a r c h  a n d 
academic insti-
tutes in Qatar, as 
well as provide 
access to other 
internat iona l 
research facilities. 

“This network will support our 
world-class universities here at Qatar Founda-
tion and help us prepare the next generation 
of leaders,” says Rashid Al Naimi, Vice Presi-
dent for Administration at Qatar Foundation. 
“Additionally,” he notes, “it highlights the 
important role that IT service providers such 
as Meeza will play in furthering the develop-
ment and success of Qatar as a knowledge-
based society.”

“Our mission is to create an 

advanced ICT community, where 

the community at large can use 

ICT to improve the quality of 

their lives and actively contribute 

to the social and economic 

development of Qatar.”

H.H. Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
 Chairman of ictQATAR

Secretary General Dr. Hessa Al-Jaber (right) honoring one of 5 
winners in a competition sponsored by ictQATAR.
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Lockheed Martin to Supply C-130J 
Super Hercules Airlifters to Qatar

Lockheed Martin, a leading American 
global security company, will soon be 

delivering four C-130J Super Hercules 
airlifters to the State of Qatar. The f irst 
Qatari C-130J will arrive later this year 
under the terms of a contract that includes 
training, spare parts and other ongoing 
support. Qatar will become the 72nd nation 
to fly the C-130, which has also been supplied 
to neighboring Gulf States Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“This acquisition of a fleet of C-130Js will 
provide Qatar with a highly flexible airlift 
capability,” says Willy Moore, Lockheed 
Martin’s Regional President for the Middle 
East and North Africa. “No other aircraft can 
do what a C-130J can do and we are proud 
to launch this long-term partnership with 
Qatar. We know that the C-130J will be the 
platform Qatar needs to meet the challenges 
of a rapidly changing world.”

According to 
Lockheed Martin, 
the C-130J has 
b e c o m e  t h e 
standard by which 
all other airlift is 
measured in terms 
of  ava i l abi l it y, 
f le x ibi l it y  a nd 
reliability. Its multi-mission capability means 
that the Qatar Air Force will not need to own 
and operate costly mission-specific aircraft. 
The C-130J will provide support to a wide-
range of Qatar’s national requirements and 
security needs, including peacekeeping and 
humanitarian aid missions.

Besides the C-130 aircraft, Lockheed 
Martin provides a broad range of other military 
and commercial products in the region in the 
areas of command, control & communica-
tions, training and simulation systems, aircraft 

modifications and logistics support, and 
defensive military systems. 

Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, 
Lockheed Martin has established a solid 
reputation through decades of involvement 
in the Middle East. The company employs 
approximately 132,000 people worldwide and 
is principally engaged in the research, design, 
development, manufacture, integration and 
sustainment of advanced technology systems, 
products and support.

Northrop Grumman: Supporting 
Qatar’s National Defense Goals

Northrop Grumman leads the defense 
industry as an Airborne Early Warning 

(AEW) and Command and Control (C²) 
provider. Supporting Qatar’s emerging goals 
for national defense, the company provides a 
world-class AEW sensor onboard a Boeing 
737 aircraft that can also be utilized as a 
Survival-of-the-Government Airborne Node 
in times of crises. As an airborne Command 
Center, this node would fully support homeland 
defense and security, humanitarian assistance, 
and regional protection. 

The aircraft uses the Northrop Grumman 
Electronic Systems Multi-role Electronically 
Scanned Array (MESA) radar, which is capable 
of simultaneous air and sea search, fighter 
control and area search. “With the MESA 
radar on the Boeing 737 aircraft, Qatar will 
have the best airborne AESA surveillance 
radar available in the world,” says Paul Kalafos, 
Vice President of Surveillance Systems at 
Northrop Grumman Electronic Systems. 

Thanks to the MESA radar’s long-range 
detection and tracking, along with the radar’s 
enhanced ranges in selected sectors (nearly 
doubling range), the 737 Airborne Early 
Warning and Control (AEW&C) aircraft can 

more effectively respond to sector priorities 
with early engagements by air, land and naval 
forces. Moreover, the unique MESA 360-degree, 
beam-on-demand capability enables high-
accuracy, priority tracks for any threat, as well 
as detailed raid assessments. 

“In today’s Joint Operational Environment, 
Joint Force commanders need to synchronize 
air, land and sea forces to generate decisive 
joint combat power. To be successful, they 
need a common operational picture and total 
situational awareness for both military and 
civilian missions,” notes Kalafos. “The 737 
AEW&C provides this capability from a 
survivable Airborne Command Center and 
sensor system. The platform has enhanced 
Electronic Support Measures, a comprehensive 
Electronic Intelligence suite, as well as a 
complete Early-Warning and Self-Protect 
[EWSP] system to assure platform survivability.”

“Without question, the 737 AEW&C 
system is the right choice for today’s airborne 
surveillance and control missions,” concludes 
Kalafos. “Northrop Grumman is the world’s 
premier designer of AESA radars, such as 
MESA, and EWSP systems. Moreover, the 
737 AEW&C is the most advanced system 

in its class, establishing the standard for 
Airborne Command and Control perfor-
mance required by the modern air force of 
the 21st century.”
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Qatar and Pratt & Whitney: Partnerships Built to Last

Turner International Middle East Ltd. 
Brings Construction Expertise to Doha

Pratt & Whitney has partnered with airlines 
in the Middle East for more than forty years. 

A majority of these airlines have operated Pratt 
& Whitney JT3D, JT8D, JT9D and PW4000 
engines. The company was also a pioneer in 
working with airlines to establish Maintenance, 
Repair and Overhaul centers throughout the 
Middle East, many of which are still in operation 
and recognized as industry leaders. 

Today, Pratt & Whitney continues to 
maintain a strong presence throughout the 
Middle East. The company has powered 
aircraft for Qatar Airways, Qatar’s flag carrier, 
since its inception. Pratt & Whitney continues 
to work with Qatar Airways by powering and 
providing after-market support for its PW4000-
powered Airbus A300F fleet. Through the 
International Aero Engine (IAE) consortium, 
Pratt & Whitney also powers and provides 
after-market support for Qatar Airways’ fleet 
of V2500-powered Airbus A320 aircraft.

Qatar’s C-17 Globemaster III transport 
aircraft is powered by Pratt & Whitney’s F117 
engine, which also powers those of the United 
Arab Emirates. Pratt & Whitney is part owner 

of the Middle East Propulsion Company 
(MEPC), located in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
MEPC offers scheduled and unscheduled 
depot-level maintenance for the F100-PW-
220/220E engines. 

Pratt & Whitney is committed to continued 
expansion in the Middle East. With the cost 
of fuel up nearly 40 percent from just one year 
ago, airlines will pay an additional $39 billion 
for fuel in 2011 compared to 2010. Fuel 
efficient engines and environmentally friendly 
products and services that decrease 
operating costs and reduce fuel consump-
tion and emissions are a way to fight 
back. The PurePower® PW1000G 
engine – due to enter service starting 
in 2013 on the Airbus A3230neo, 
Bombardier CSeries, Irkut MC-21and 
Mitsubishi MRJ – improves fuel burn 
by more than 16 percent, which trans-
lates into average savings of up to $1.5 
million per aircraft per year. 

The revolutionary architecture of 
the PurePower engine cuts CO2 
emissions by up to 3,000 tons per year. 
This surpasses the most stringent 
industry standards – equivalent to 
planting more than 700,000 trees. 

Pratt & Whitney provides proactive 
solutions for its customers and offers a 

number of environmentally friendly services 
to help airlines reduce fuel consumption while 
improving their bottom line. Two examples of 
this are the EcoPower® Engine Wash services 
that maximize fuel efficiency, and the EcoFlight™ 
Solutions fuel conservation service, which 
optimizes airline operations. In addition, Pratt 
& Whitney’s Engine Management Programs 
monitor engine health to help minimize 
downtime, thereby lowering maintenance costs 
while improving fuel burn and time on wing.

Turner Construction Company is recog-
nized as a leading general builder in the 

United States. Founded in 1902, the firm is 
a subsidiary of HOCHTIEF, a publicly traded 
company and one of the world’s leading 
international construction service providers. 

According to the Engineering News-Record’s 
2009 “Top 40 Contractors Sourcebook,”  Turner 
is the leading builder in the Healthcare, 
Education, Correctional Facilities and 
Commercial Office markets, and second in 
the Sports market. The firm is also a leading 
builder of multi-unit residential buildings, 
airports, entertainment facilities, pharmaceu-
tical production units, hotels, motels, conven-
tion centers, telecommunications hubs, religious 
and cultural centers, and government and 
industrial facilities. In 2009, Turner completed 
$8.2 billion of construction. 

Turner International Middle East has been 
operating in the Middle East since 1975. In 
2006, it teamed up with Dubai-based global 
property developer Emaar Properties PJSC to 
form a new entity – Turner International 
Middle East Ltd (TiME) – in order to jointly 
tap into regional growth opportunities. Turner’s 
current presence in the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region includes Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Oman, Kuwait, Jordan and Senegal.

TiME Qatar is Turner International Middle 
East’s joint venture collaboration with Msheireb 
Properties in Qatar. Msheireb is a subsidiary 
of the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science 
and Community Development.

Currently, TiME Qatar is working on the 
Msheirab Heart of Doha (MHOD) project, 
which is revitalizing the commercial center 

of Doha. MHOD is a major urban renewal 
mixed-use regeneration project encompassing 
several districts, including retail, commercial, 
residential, hotel, cultural and community 
facilities. All buildings are designed with the 
goal of achieving a Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Gold rating.

TiME Qatar is also working on the Doha 
Convention Center and Tower, as well as the 
Lusail Commercial Waterfront Development. 
In 2008, the company completed work on 
the Museum of Islamic Arts in Doha, and in 
2001, it was involved in the construction of 
the Doha Ritz Carlton Hotel.

The Pratt & Whitney PW400-112 engine
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Boeing Projects Demonstrate Long-Term 
Commitment to Qatar’s Growth

Qatar’s economy has grown impressively 
over the years, and current investments 

in the country’s infrastructure and economic 
diversification indicate that the country is 
well on its way to becoming a global business 
hub. Boeing has been committed to Qatar’s 
vision of growth for many years. 

Boeing’s commitment to Qatar extends 
across all of its business units. Qatar Airways 
is a remarkable success story, and the Boeing 

Commercial Airlines’ (BCA) 777 has become 
an integral part of the Qatar Airways fleet. 
Qatar has 24 of the 777 aircraft in the Qatar 
Airways fleet and orders have been placed for 
30 new Boeing 787 Dreamliners. 

The Boeing/Qatar Airways partnership 
extends far beyond the supply of aircraft. 
Boeing supports the airline with representatives 
in a local field services office, airline planning 
seminars, and in joint humanitarian efforts.

For example, Boeing partnered with Qatar 
Airways and the non-profit global health and 
disaster relief organization, AmeriCares, in 
September 2010, December 2010, and March 
2011 to deliver relief supplies by using new 
777 planes that were being delivered to Qatar. 
The humanitarian relief supplies were trans-
ported to areas in Pakistan that were affected 

by the massive floods that ravaged the country 
in August 2010. 

In December 2010, Boeing opened an 
off ice in Qatar, further highlighting the 
important commitment 
that Boeing is making to 
Doha, the Qatari govern-
m e n t ,  a n d  B o e i n g 
customers. The Doha 
office enables Boeing to 

maintain the 
face-to-face 
contact neces-
sary to further 
de ve lop  i t s 
close working 

relationship with Qatar. 
“This is an extremely 

important commitment 
that Boeing is making to 
Qatar. This facility will 
enable Boeing to further 
develop and solidify our 
close working relationship and partnerships 
with Qatar,” says Mike DeLong, the Boeing 
representative in Qatar. DeLong serves as Vice 

President of International 
Business Development for 
Boeing Defense, Space and 
Security (BDS) for the 
Middle East & Africa.

Operations at the new 
Boeing off ice primarily 
houses the BDS business, 
but it also provides a base 
for Boeing Commercial 
Airplanes (BCA) activities. 
“Boeing is very pleased to 
be growing its presence and 
partnerships around the 
reg ion,”  note s  Je f f re y 
Johnson,  Pre s ident  of 
Boeing Middle East. “With 
the opening of our Doha 
office, we look forward to 
working even more closely 

with our Qatar customers and partners to 
support the development goals of Qatar’s 
National Vision 2030.” 

BDS has a long relationship with Qatar, 
which was the first country in the Middle 
East to order the C-17 Globemaster III. Qatar 
signed an agreement with Boeing in July 
2008 for the purchase of two of the advanced 

airlifters, which will provide new strategic 
airlift mobility capabilities for the Qatar 
Emiri Armed Forces (QEAF). Qatar has used 
their C-17s for humanitarian aid to Chile 

and Haiti in response to the 2010 earthquakes. 
BDS is also working closely with the QEAF 
to help in the upgrade and modernization 
of Qatar’s defense forces, including fighters 
and helicopters.

Corporate social responsibility is another 
key component of Boeing’s growing relation-
ship with Qatar. Boeing established the Boeing 
Lecture Series and participates in Workforce 
Readiness programs with Injaz Al Arab, 
sponsoring Qataris to attend leadership training 
at the Boeing Leadership Center.

A Qatar Airways 777 is being readied with humanitarian supplies for relief work 
in Pakistan

(l-r) Paul Kinscherff, Chief Financial Officer for International Finance – 
Mike DeLong, Regional VP of Business Development (BDS) – David Hamod, 
President and CEO of the National U.S.-Arab Chamber of Commerce 
(NUSACC) – and Dennis Muilenburg, President of Boeing Defense, Space 
and Security

“Boeing is very pleased to 

be growing its presence and 

partnerships around the region. 

With the opening of our Doha 

office, we look forward to 

working even more closely with 

our Qatar customers and partners 

to support the development goals 

of Qatar’s National Vision 2030.”

Jeffrey Johnson, President 
of Boeing Middle East
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 World Innovation Summit  
 for Education (WISE) 2010:
“Building the Future of Education”

In December 2010, over 1,250 delegates 
from more than 100 countries attended the 

second annual World Innovation Summit for 
Education (WISE) held in Doha. WISE is a 
global collaborative established in 2009 by 
the Qatar Foundation under the patronage 
of H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned, 
the First Lady of Qatar. 

“WISE was established because we felt that 
education is the most significant way to empower 
individuals and societies,” says WISE Chairman 
Dr. Abdullah bin Ali Al-Thani. “All of us suffer 
from the global deficit in education, and it is 
important to engage all sectors in finding new, 
relevant and practical solutions. The summit’s 
global diversity and action-oriented approach 
are distinguishing features of W.I.S.E. and a 
major source of its strength.”

“I am convinced that the 
World Innovation Summit has 
an important role to play in 
the development of a truly 
global vision of education.”

H.E. Kofi Annan, Former United 
Nations Secretary General

Dr. Abdullah notes that 
WISE continues its work 
year-round through collab-
orations with international 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  “ T h e 
challenges are pressing – 
today 70 million children 
have no access to schooling 
and 800 million adults are 
illiterate,” he points out.

“Building the Future of 
Education” was the theme 
of  the 2010 three-day 
summit, which discussed 
new models of leadership, 
innovative curricula, open 
education and pedagogical 
models around the world, 
among numerous other topics. Twenty young 
students from different countries were invited 
to attend and report on the Summit’s activities 
as “next-generation” journalists.

Included among the 100 prominent speakers 
who participated in the summit were: H.E. 
Sheikha Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani, Chairperson of the Qatar Museums 
Authority (see page 13), as well as Chair of the 
Reach Out to Asia (ROTA) initiative; Irina 
Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO; Lord 
David Puttnam, Chairman of Futurelab; 
Robert B. Zoellick, President of the World 
Bank Group; and John Maeda, President of 
the Rhode Island School of Design. 

Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the 
Earth Institute at Columbia University in New 
York, described WISE in his televised speech 
as an “extremely crucial and timely forum.” 
He added that “every single one of the Millen-
nium Development Goals has education at 
the core. Education isn’t simply a short stage 
of life – it is really about an entire lifetime.”

 Four main resolutions were announced 
at the close of the 2010 Summit:

•  establishment of the WISE Prize for 
Education, the world’s first major 
international prize for outstanding 
contributions in the field of 
education

•  launch of a WISE publication and 
web portal

• establishment of a taskforce 
dedicated to rebuilding the education 
system in Haiti

• acceleration of best practices and 
support for innovative ideas in 
education

“I am certain that WISE will lead to 
opening wide horizons for developing quality 
education and expanding its reach,” commented 
H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al-Missned, 
Qatar’s First Lady and Chairperson of the 
Qatar Foundation, at the closing session of 
the summit. “I look forward to WISE being 
engaged more and more in offering alterna-
tives and solutions to the main education 
problems and challenges we are facing.”

H.H. Sheikha Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani (front row center) 
at the 2010 WISE Summit
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“WISE was established because 
we felt that education is 

the most significant way to 
empower individuals and 
societies. All of us suffer 
from the global deficit in 

education, and it is important 
to engage all sectors in finding 

new, relevant and practical 
solutions. The summit’s global 
diversity and action-oriented 
approach are distinguishing 

features of WISE and a major 
source of its strength.”

WISE Chairman Dr. Abdullah bin Ali Al-Thani
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Broadcasting Live from Doha – 
Al Jazeera Revolutionizes Middle 
Eastern Media

When peaceful demonstrators took over 
Tahrir Square in Egypt in February 

2011 to demand a regime change, Al Jazeera 
reporters were there broadcasting live from 
the scene. Often the first network to broadcast 
breaking news from around the Middle East, 
Al Jazeera has become the Arab world’s most 
influential television channel. 

The 24-hour Arabic-language satellite 
television news network first went on the air 
on November 1, 1996. Initially funded by the 
State of Qatar, the network was established 
shortly after H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani, Emir of Qatar, came to power in 
1995. Pledging to reform the country’s media, 
the Emir abolished press censorship and 
launched Al Jazeera. 

“The result has been a sensation in the 22 
Arab nations where Al Jazeera’s broadcasts 
can be seen,” wrote John Burns of The New 
York Times several years after the network was 
launched. “In Algiers’ Kasbah, in Cairo’s 
slums, in the suburbs of Damascus, even in 
the desert tents of Bedouin with satellite dishes, 
the channel has become a way of life.” 

Today, Al Jazeera can be seen around the 
world. Headquartered in Doha, it broadcasts 
to more than 220 million households in over 
100 countries. The network has 65 bureaus 

around the globe – including Washington, 
D.C. – employing 3,000 staff members and 
more than 400 journalists from approximately 
60 countries. 

The international English-language network 
went on the air in November 2006. Veteran 
journalists from ABC Nightline as well as 
other top news outfits joined the fledgling 
network. Sir David Frost, renowned British 
journalist and former talk show host agreed 
to provide commentary. 

One of the English-language network’s 
flagship programs – The Riz Khan Show – 
allows viewers from around the world to call 
in and pose questions to world leaders, 
newsmakers and celebrities. The show is broad-
cast live every Monday through Thursday. Al 
Jazeera’s English-language network is currently 
available in three U.S.cities: Toledo, Ohio, 
Burlington, Vermont and Washington, D.C.

Al Jazeera’s political reporting has often 
ruffled feathers with Qatar’s neighbors in the 
region and elsewhere around the globe, 
including in the United States. Nevertheless, 
the network’s scrappy reporting continues to 
win numerous awards from international 
organizations, including the International 
Emmys, The Foreign Press Association, and 
Amnesty International.

The Doha Debates

Organized by the Qatar Foundation, 
the globally televised Doha Debates 

were founded by former BBC correspon-
dent Tim Sebastian in 2004. Televised 
eight times per year by BBC World News, 
the debates tackle vital and often contro-
versial political issues in the Middle East 
and beyond.

The debates are based on a centuries-
old format refined by the famous Oxford 
Union. Similar to the Town Hall format, 

each debate focuses on a single, contro-
versial topic with two speakers for and 
against. Once the arguments are outlined, 
the discussion is opened up to the 
audience. Speakers and members of the 
audience are drawn primarily from 
Qatar’s student body and come from all 
over the Arab and Islamic worlds.

The Doha Debates are a unique 
venture in the Arab world, allowing 
young Arabs to express their opinions 
openly on key political issues. Because 
of the BBC’s large viewing audience – 
more than 300 million viewers in 200 
countries – the debates attract widespread 
international attention.
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Qatar Airways Flies High Among 
Fastest Growing Airlines Worldwide

Qatar Airways is one of the youngest and 
fastest growing airlines in the world. In 

less than two decades, Qatar’s flagship airline 
has grown from operating a single aircraft as 
a budget carrier in 1994, to owning a fleet of 
more than 95 new-generation aircraft that 
travel to 100 destinations worldwide. 

From its Doha hub, Qatar Airways serves 
destinations in Europe, the Middle East, 
Africa, Asia Pacific, South America, and North 
America. The airline celebrated its 100th 
destination in March 2011, when it began the 
first scheduled flights to Aleppo, Syria. 

“By 2013, Qatar Airways plans to surpass 
120 destinations worldwide,” says Qatar 
Airways CEO Akbar Al Baker. “Our ultimate 
goal is to be recognized as the best airline in 
the world.” 

Qatar Airways is almost there. Ranked 
the third best airline among the 
world ’s top ten carriers by the 
annual Skytrax audit of global 
passenger travel, it is also one of 
only five airlines worldwide awarded 
Skytrax’s five star ranking for excel-
lence. Its economy class was voted 
“best in the world” in the 2009 
Skytrax survey.

Air traff ic through Doha has 
risen steadily in recent years, thanks 
in large part to Qatar Airways. In 
2007-2008, the airline carried approximately 
10 million passengers per year. By 2008-2009, 
this had increased to 12 million annually, 
despite the economic slowdown around the 
world. The Doha International Airport has 
expanded multiple times over the years, but 
by 2007, the airport had outgrown its designed 
capacity of 12 million passengers annually.

Construction of the New Doha Interna-
tional Airport (NDIA) – one of the largest 
infrastructure projects in Qatar – began in 
2005 and has attracted a small army of regional 
and global companies, including U.S.-based 
engineering giant Bechtel. According to Dao 
M. Le, Senior Commercial Officer at the U.S. 
Embassy in Qatar, the $14 billion project will 
be able to handle 24 million passengers when 
it opens in February 2012. By 2025, that 
number is scheduled to increase to 48 million.

NDIA is the first airport designed and 
built specifically for the Airbus double-decker 

A 3 8 0 .  W h e n 
completed, Qatar 
Airways’ new hub 
will have 80 contact 
gates, approximately 
25 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e 
meters  of  reta i l 
space, and a 4,500 
meter runway that 
will rank among the 
top five in the world. 
D o h a  w i l l  b e  
further transformed 
into  a  r e g iona l 
aviation hub.

Keeping pace 
with the steady increase in air traffic, Qatar 
Airways has committed itself to maintain its 
average of 40 percent year-on-year expansion. 
Orders have been placed for approximately 
220 additional aircraft worth $40 billion to 
be delivered over the next few years. The list 

includes 60 Boeing 787 Dreamliners and three 
Airbus A380 super-jumbos. 

Partnering with companies such as Qatar 
Petroleum, Rolls Royce, Shell, Airbus, Woqod, 
and the Qatar Science & Technology Park, 
Qatar Airways is exploring the use of cleaner 
burning alternative fuels on commercial 
flights. The airline is hoping to become the 
first airline in the world to operate a commer-
cial flight using jet fuel containing Gas to 
Liquids (GTL) kerosene.

“As an industry leader, Qatar Airways and 
our group of companies strive to be the best 
in everything we do,” says CEO Al Baker. 
“We are leaders in new-generation fuel research 
and are giving back to the communities we 
serve. We take our responsibility in protecting 
the environment seriously.”

A Qatar Airways Boeing 777 lifts off from Doha

The Airbus A380

Artists’ renderings of the New Doha International Airport (NDIA)
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Qatar’s Humanitarian Projects  
Span the Globe
As one of the wealthiest nations in the 

world on a per capita basis, Qatar is also 
one of the first to respond to global humani-
tarian disasters. Valerie Amos, United Nations 
Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief, recently visited 
Qatar to strengthen the partnership among 
Qatar, the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), and the wider humanitarian 
community around the globe.

Ms. Amos commended the Gulf nation 
for the increasingly important role that it plays 
in global relief efforts. “We share a determina-
tion to improve the lives of people affected 
by humanitarian disasters around the world,” 
stated Ms. Amos.

Qatar participates in such global human-
itarian efforts such as the Inter-
national Search and Rescue 
Advisory Group, and it is a 
member of the advisory group 
for the Centra l Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF), an 
OCHA-managed entity designed 
to provide rapid and reliable 
assistance to those affected by 
conflict and natural disasters. 

Qatar Charity (QC) is a signatory to the 
Stand-by Partnership Agreement that deploys 
national aid workers to major humanitarian 
crises around the world. Founded in 1992, 

QC operates in 22 countries in the Middle 
East, Africa, South East Asia and the 
Balkans. Recently, Qatar 
Charity created a Develop-
ment Group of technical 
specialists to support long-
term poverty alleviation 
programs in select countries. 

In 2010, H.E. Sheikh 
Hamad bin Jassim bin Jaber 
Al-Thani, Qatar’s Prime 
Min i s te r  a nd Fore ign 
Minister, launched the 
HOPE FOR initiative to 
improve the effectiveness of 
using military resources in 
disaster relief. The initiative 
establishes a framework for 

c o u n t r i e s 
willing to assist in humanitarian 
operations under the umbrella 
of the United Nations.

The Emir and First Lady of 
Qatar have worked tirelessly over 
the years to direct aid from Qatar 
to areas struck by terrorism and 
natural disasters. Under the 
umbrella of the Qatar Founda-

tion, the Reach Out to Asia (ROTA) Fund 
was established in 1995 to improve education 
and health care in Asia, Iraq and Lebanon.

In August 2005, after Hurricane Katrina 

devastated the Gulf Coast of the United States, 
Qatar pledged $100 million on behalf of the 
people of Qatar to assist the victims of the 
hurricane. Hospitals, universities, mosques 
and numerous other facilities in Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Louisiana were direct benefi-
ciaries of this largesse. New homes were 

provided through this funding and there are 
many “Qatar Scholars” who were able to attend 
college with scholarships from the Qatar 
Katrina Fund.

That same year, Qatar Charity was one of 
the first to respond to the 2005 earthquake in 
the Kashmir region of Pakistan and, in the 
same spirit, it was quick to come to the rescue 
in 2010 when floods devastated parts of Pakistan. 
Qatar’s humanitarian assistance in Gaza has 
supplied necessary medicines and medical 
equipment, fuel and food supplies. Most 
recently, Qatar has airlifted food and medical 
supplies to the embattled people of Libya.

Qatar Charity was one of the first organizations to respond with relief aid to devastated areas of Pakistan after the 
2010 floods
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Qatar Scholars – Maureen Iverson, D. Michael Lamb, 
and Caitlin Ward (from left) at Tulane University in 
New Orleans

H.H. Sheikha Mozah, a tireless advocate for meaningful education, visits with 
school students on a state visit to Yemen
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Doha Tribeca Film Festival Inspires 
New Generation of Filmmakers

“The Doha Film Institute’s goal is 
to build a sustainable film industry 

in Qatar with strong links to the 
international film community. Film 

can do more than just entertain: 
it can educate, inspire and unite 

communities. We want to nurture and 
support filmmakers as we continue to 

grow Qatar as a cultural hub for film.”

 H.E. Sheikha Al Mayassa bint 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani

In less than two years, the Doha Tribeca 
Film Festival (DTFF) has become one of 

the leading film festivals in the Middle East. 
The 2010 festival showcased 51 films from 
35 countries and attracted international and 
regional film stars, filmmakers, and tens of 
thousands of film fans.

The DTFF was the brainchild of H.E. 
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani, Chairperson of the Qatar Museums 
Authority Board of Trustees. It was founded 
in 2008 through a unique partnership between 
the Qatar Museums Authority (QMA) and 
the Tribeca Film Festival in New York, which 

was co-founded by Jane Rosenthal, Craig 
Hatkoff and Robert DeNiro. The project was 
spearheaded by Amanda Palmer, Executive 
Director of the DTFF.

Similar to the Tribeca Film Festival in 
New York City, the DTFF is dedicated to 
engaging and inspiring the local community 
and promoting filmmaking talent. 
Last May in Cannes, France, DTFF 
announced the founding of the 
Doha Film Institute – an organi-
zation dedicated to film apprecia-
t ion,  educat ion,  f ina nc ing , 
production, and building a long-
term sustainable film industry in 
Qatar. Martin Scorsese’s World 
Cinema Foundation, Mira Nair’s 
Maisha Film Lab, and Tribeca 
Enterprises have partnered with 
the Doha Film Institute.

The inaugural DTFF was held 
in late 2009 and featured 31 films 
from around the world. Over 35,000 
people attended the three-day event. 
That year, the Festival launched a 
series of year-round educational 
programs to train local and regional 
filmmakers. According to DTFF 

H.E. Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, daughter 
of the Emir, who was responsible for bringing the Tribeca Film Festival 
to Doha

Executive Director Amanda 
Palmer, Doha had only 
eight local filmmakers at 
that time.

2010 marked the debut 
of the Arab Film Competi-
tion at DTFF. Juried prizes 
were awarded for Best Arab 
F i l m  a nd  B e s t  A r a b 
Filmmaker, showcasing the 
richness of Arab talent and 
creativity.

“We are proud that our 
efforts to stimulate the 
growth of filmmaking in 
the region are being met 
with such enthusiasm,” 
commented Ms. Palmer at 
the c lose of the 2010 
Fest iva l.  “And we a re 
excited that our local and 
international guests will 
be able to discover new 
storytellers and cinematic 
gems that have the poten-
tial to earn global action.”
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Qatar “Scores” as World Sports Destination

When Qatar won the fiercely competitive 
bid to host the 2022 World Cup in 

Doha, jubilant celebrations brought the country 
to a standstill. “This sends a message that 
after 92 years of waiting, we are fully part of 
the global football family!” exclaimed Qatar’s 
First Lady, H.H. Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser 
Al-Missned.

The 2022 World 
Cup decision was a 
huge score for a nation 
full of sports fans. It 
was also a personal 
victory for Qatar’s 
Emir. H.H. Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa 
A l-Thani, an av id 
sports fan, was deter-
mined to create a 
modern sports infra-
structure that would 

attract world-class sports to his small Arabian 
Gulf nation. 

Qatar currently hosts 27 annual regional 
and international sporting events in golf, tennis, 
swimming, football (soccer), and cycling. The 
Qatar Masters Golf Tour has been a part of 
the PGA European Tour since 1998, and the 
Qatar Tennis Open launches the ATP Men’s 
Tennis Tour every January. International cyclists 
compete in the Tour of Qatar, and two tennis 
competitions – the Sony Ericsson Champion-
ship for women and the Qatar ExxonMobil 
Open for men – draw some of the world’s top 
talent. In 2010, Qatar hosted the World Indoor 
Championships in Athletics.

The country has nine sports stadiums, 

seven athletic tracks, six competitive swimming 
pools and 26 football fields. The 50,000-seat 
capacity of Khalifa Stadium is the centerpiece 
of the ASPIRE Academy (see box), and it was 
the venue for the 2006 Asian Games. Qatar 
was the first Arab nation to host the Asian 
Games, which is the second largest interna-
tional sports tourna-
ment in the world. The 
2006 event in Doha 
turned out to be the 
biggest event in the 
history of the Games.

Qatar first partici-
pated in the Olympic 
Games in 1976 and the 
Q a t a r  O l y m p i c 
Committee (QOC), 
which oversees most of 
the sports federations 
in Qatar, was founded 
i n  1 9 7 9 .  T h e 
Committee is chaired 
by the Heir Apparent, 
H.H. Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, 
and its day-to-day operations are run by H.E. 
Sheikh Saoud Bin Abdulrahman Al Thani. 

“The QOC is determined that Qatar 
becomes recognized as the sports hub of the 
Middle East,” said Sheikh Saoud. “Sports 
promote friendship, unity and peace and the 
QOC wants Qatar to play a role in this process.”

Qatar is a member of the International 
Olympic Committee, the Olympic Council of 
Asia, and the Arab Sports Games Federation. 
In 2005, the Qatar Sports Investment Company 

(QSi) – a government-
owned entity – was 
established to invest in 
sp or t s .  M a n a g i n g 
D i r e c t o r  A h m e d 
Al-Sulaiti explains that 
QSi acts as the de facto 
commercial arm of the 
QOC ,  de ve lopi ng 
commercial projects in 
order to inject profits 
back into the sports 
sector. The company has 
assets in excess of QR5bn 
($1.38 billions).

Qatar’s sports infra-
structure rivals that of 
any nation in the Middle 
East and North Africa, 
and by the time the 

World Cup comes 
to Doha in 2022, 
Qatar expects to be 
known as the most 
i n nova t i ve  a nd 
recognized sports 
capital in the region.

ASPIRE ACADEMY

Founded in 2005, the ASPIR E 
Academy is an education and sports 

center that provides the infrastructure 
and human resources needed to develop 
the talent and technical skills of young 
Qatari and international athletes. 

The academy has 
a 290,000-square-
meter sports dome 
containing a soccer 
tra ining f ield, an 
O l y m p i c - s i z e 
swimming and diving 
pool, a gymnastics 
hall, and a fencing 
area. In addition to 
providing state-of-the-art sport facilities, 
the ASPIRE Academy disseminates 
information on latest sports technologies 
to the local population.

In 2007, the ASPIRE Academy 
launched the “ASPIRE Football Dreams” 
program in Africa. A sports talent contest 
for aspiring soccer players, the program 
has held try-outs in 15 developing countries 
on three continents – Africa, Asia and 
South America.

H.H. Sheikh Tamim (left), Qatar’s Heir Apparent, is Chairman of the Qatar 
Olympic Committee and an avid sports fan

H.E. Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al -Thani presents a medal to a Qatari 
winner at the 2010 Asian Games in Guangzhou, China
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Ambassador LeBaron – from page 11

Ambassador Al-Hajri – from page 10

destinations in the Middle East for the United 
States. I am confident that we are on track to 
exceed the President’s goal of doubling U.S. 
exports to Qatar by 2015, if not before then. 

What are the leading sectors in which American 
companies can invest? 
The following sectors represent the top sectors 
for American companies to invest:

1. Health Care Technologies
2. Information Communication 

Technologies (ICT)
3. Green Technologies (Solar, Energy 

Efficiency, Water)
4. Oil and Gas and Petrochemical 

Equipment and Services 
5. Education and Training Services
6. Agro-Industry and Research 

In December 2010, Qatar celebrated a major 
milestone when it reached a production 
capacity of 77 million tons per annum (Mta) 
of liquefied natural gas. Does this open up 
new opportunities for American companies?
The strategic partnerships formed between 
Qatar and our leading U.S. oil and gas firms 
are mature and long-standing, and the Em-
bassy is proud of these partnerships. We will 
continue to spotlight new opportunities with 
U.S. companies. 

I have the high privilege of witnessing, and 
in some cases shepherding, U.S. - Qatar 
collaborations. What we are trying to do in 
green technology, transportation cooperation, 
and food security is incredibly exciting, and 
I believe that these partnerships will serve as 

founts of innovation. They will be the source 
of fuel for Qatar’s innovative, knowledge-
based economy. 

These R&D, commercial, and other technol-
ogy partnerships are more than just turning 
great ideas into innovations. They are more 
than just new technologies and new businesses; 
they’re about new ways of building communi-
ties, new ways of relating to one another, and 
new ways of interacting around the world for 
the greater good. 

Qatar’s First Lady, H.H. Sheikha Mozah 
bint Nasser Al-Missned , is Chairperson of the 
Qatar Foundation, which places its highest 
priority on education. How instrumental has 
Sheikha Mozah been in Qatar’s transition 
towards a knowledge-based society? 
Qatar’s Foundation’s mission for Education, 

Science, and Community Development is 
clearly the vision of H.H. Sheikha Mozah. 
Her drive to prepare the people of Qatar to 
become leaders in progressive education and 
scientific research in the form of Education 
City and Qatar Science Technology Park is 
impressive and admirable. There are very few 
people who have such a deep understanding 
of the key relationship among universities, the 
knowledge economy, and a nation’s future. 
H.H. Sheikha Mozah ‘s leadership has been 
supremely effective in shaping Qatar’s future.

In the aftermath of 9/11, the Arab world began 
to look East for new business partnerships. Are 
American companies competing successfully 
for business in Qatar? What role does the 
Embassy play in helping these companies to 
either stay, or get back on track, in Qatar? 
When I started my diplomatic career in Qatar 
31 years ago, trade between the United States 
and Qatar was less than $100 million, as op-
posed to $3.2 billion today. Today, America 
is the largest foreign investor in Qatar.

Before, there was very little in the way of 
people-to-people exchanges. Today, we have 
Education City in Qatar with six premiere 
U.S. universities teaching several hundred 
Qataris. And according to the latest figures, 
Qatar represents the fastest growing foreign 
student market in the U.S. for the MENA 
region, up 40 percent from last year. And 
there’s a lot going on in the Qatar Science 
Technology Park in terms of U.S. corporate 
research tenants there. 

So if I were looking ahead, I would say the 
relationship is very bright from a U.S. com-
mercial standpoint.

What are your main priorities as Qatar’s 
Ambassador to the United States? How 
important is the U.S.-Qatar relationship to 
the well-being of both nations?
The priority of any ambassador is to promote 
friendly relations between his country and 
the country in which he is accredited. For 
me, then, the most important priority is to 
strengthen the goodwill existing between our 
two countries and to take these relationships to 
a new level – especially in regard to economic, 
commercial, investment, education, health, 
and cultural ties. These are very important 
to our bilateral relations, and they enhance 
the special relationship that exists between 
the United States and Qatar.

Although Qatar is a small nation, it is a 
significant force in global economic, diplomatic, 
humanitarian and cultural circles. It has a 

long list of accomplishments, most recent of 
which was in December 2010 when the State 
achieved a production capacity of 77 million 
tons per annum (Mta) of liquefied natural 
gas (LNG). What else lies ahead for Qatar? 
There is no doubt that these achievements are 
impressive. Yet, at the same time, they place a 
great responsibility on the Qatari Government 
and its people to work hard and to continue 
prospering. We must take advantage of sci-
entific opportunities and technologies – not 
just for the benefit of Qatar and the region, 
but for the world as a whole. We are moving 
forward on this path, and we have done a 
good job of keeping pace with nations that 
began their development processes long before 
Qatar. Continuous growth and development is 
the rhythm of life and time waits for no one. 

In 2003, Doha was chosen as the U.S. Military 
Command and Control Headquarters. In light 

of the current political upheaval, will this 
enhance Qatar’s role in future U.S. defense 
initiatives in the region?

The State of Qatar enjoys a special relation-
ship with the United States in many aspects. 
It is very important for us to maintain these 
relations to serve the common interests of 
our two countries and to benefit our region 
as a whole. Cooperation in the military field 
is part of this relationship. We share univer-
sal values and principles consistent with the 
United Nations Charter and international laws 
and, working together, we support regional 
security and international stability. From that 
standpoint, future cooperation in this field 
will remain under the umbrella of the United 
Nations and relevant international laws, and 
it will continue to serve the interests of our 
two nations.

“Last year, U.S. exports to 
Qatar jumped by 16 percent 

from $2.7 billion to $3.1 billion, 
making it one of the fastest-

growing market destinations in 
the Middle East for the United 

States. I am confident that 
we are on track to exceed the 
President’s goal of doubling 

U.S. exports to Qatar by 
2015, if not before then.”
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Qatar At-a-Glance
Area 4,468 sq mi (11,571 sq km)

Population 1,697,000 (2010 est.)

Density of Population 319.1/sq mi (123.2/sq km)

Capital Doha

Main Cities Doha (The Capital)

Ar Rayyan (capital of Ar Rayyan 
municipality)

Al Wakrah (capital of Al Wakrah 
municipality)

Umm Said [Messaieed] (capital of Messaieed 
municipality)

Umm Salal ‘Ali (capital of Umm Salal 
municipality)

Al Khawr (capital of Al Khawr municipality)

Madinat ash Shamal (capital of Madinat ash 
Shamal municipality)

Al Ghuwayriyah (capital of Al Ghuwayriyah 
municipality)

Al Jumayliyah (capital of Al Jumayliyah 
municipality)

Umm Bab (capital of Jarayan Al Batinah 
municipality)

Language Arabic

Currency Qatari Riyal

National Day December 18 (1878 A.D.)

Symbol Two crossed bent swords in a yellow circle. 
Between the swords, there is a sailing ship 
(dhow) sailing on blue and white waves 
beside an island with two palm trees. In the 
top half of the outer ring (white section), 
the name of the State of Qatar is written 
in maroon Kufi writing and in the lower 
half, the English translation (State of Qatar) 
sometimes appears written in white. 

Timing GMT + 3:00

Internet Code .qa

Phone Code 00974

Calendar Qatar follows the Gregorian calendar for 
government and business, and uses the Hijra 
calendar for religious holidays.

Working Days Sunday to Thursday 

Weekends Friday and Saturday

Official Holidays Eid Al Fitr:  
25th Ramadan to 5th Shawwal

Eid Al Adha:  
5th Thi Alhijja to 15 Thi Alhijja

M
a

p 
p

rd
u

ce
d 

by
 R

ic
k 

C
la

rk
 I

llu
st

ra
tio

n 
&

 D
e

si
g

n

Qatar

G u l f  o f
B a h r a i n

P e r s i a n
G u l f

B
A

H
R

A
IN

S A U D I  A R A B I A

Doha

Al Wakrah

Umm Bab
(Capital of Jarayan al
Batinah Municipality)

Al Jumaliyah

Umm Salal ‘Ali

Umm Said (Messaieed)

J A R A Y A N  A L  B A T I N A H

A L  J U M A Y L I Y A H

A L  W A K R A H

M E S A I E E D

A R  R A Y Y A N

U M M  S A L A L

A L  K H A W R
A L  G H U W A Y R I Y A H

M A D I N A T  A S H  S H A M A L

A D  D A W H A H

Al Khawr

Ar Rayyan

Al Ghuwayriyah

Madinat
ash ShamalAl Khuwayr

Ad Ruways

Al Ghariyah

Madinat al Ka’ban

Adh Dhakhirah
Al Busayyir

Ar Rufayq

Bi’r Zikrit

Ash Shahaniyah

Al Kir’anah

Al Kharrarah

Al Wukayr

Mazra ‘at Tarina

Abu Thayah

Dukhan

Sumaysimah

Umm as SuwayyahHawar
Islands

Key Contacts for Qatar
Qatari Government 
Contacts in the United 
States
Embassy of the State of Qatar
2555 M Stret, NW
Washington, DC 20037
Tel: +1 (202) 274-1600
Fax: +1 (202) 237-0061
http://www.qatarembassy.net

Qatari Mission to the  
United States
809 United Nations Plaza, 4th Floor,  
New York, NY 10017
Tel: +1 (212) 486-9335/9336
http://www.qatarmission.org

U.S. Government 
Contacts in Qatar
United States Embassy in 
Qatar
22nd February Street
Al-Luqta District
P.O. Box 2399, Doha, Qatar
Tel: +974 4488-4101
Fax: +974 4488-4298
http://qatar.usembassy.gov

Business Organizations  

Qatar Chamber of  
Commerce & Industry
P.O. Box 402, Doha, Qatar
Tel: +974 4455-9111
Fax: +974 4466-1728
http://www.qatarchamber.com

Qatari Businessmen Association
P.O. Box 24475, Doha, Qatar
Tel: +974 4435-3120
Fax: +974 4435-3834
http://www.qataribusinessmen.org

Qatar Businesswomen Forum
Doha, Qatar
Tel: +974 4420-9109
Fax: +974 4447-7455
http://www.qbwf.net

US-Qatar Business Council
1341 Connecticut Ave, NW, #4A
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: +1 (202) 457-8555
Fax: +1 (202) 457-1919
http://www.usqbc.org
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Qatar Chamber of Commerce and Industry: 
Supporting the National Economy

Established in 1963, the Qatar Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (QCCI) is 

one of the oldest chambers in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC). Initially struc-
tured as a government agency, QCCI has 
operated independently since 1990.

“The Qatar Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry plays 
an important role in supporting 
the national economy,” explains 
QCCI Chairman H.E. Sheikh 
K ha l i f a  bin Ja s s im bin 
Mohammad Al-Thani. “The 
services it offers locally, regionally, and inter-
nationally help businesses overcome obstacles 
in order to achieve the desired economic and 
social growth.”

QCCI was recently chosen to host the 
Eighth World Chambers Congress (see inset 
box) in 2013, the year of QCCI’s  50th 
anniversary celebration. “This event will offer 
an exceptional degree of inclusiveness and a 
dramatic capacity-building initiative,” says 
Sheikh Khalifa. “More importantly, though, 
it will create an extensive movement in these 
countries after the event to build on the 
networking contacts made at the Congress 
and to utilize the information gathered through 
the Business Program,” Al-Thani added.

As a reflection of QCCI’s commitment 
to sustainability and responsible urban 
development, the 2013 Congress will be a 
completely green event with a focus on the 
environment. Preserving and protecting the 
environment is one of the essential pillars of 

Qatar’s National Vision 2030, and many 
Qatar Chamber members have signed on to 
the United Nations Environmental Program’s 
drive for sustainable development.

Green development and sustainability are 
very important to Qatar, says Sheikh Khalifa. 
“This is significant for our country and the 
region. It is the way of the future, and the 
Qatar Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
intends to lead the way,” he emphasizes.

QCCI sponsored the 
November 2010 “Humaniza-
tion of Cities of Tomorrow” 
conference in Doha. It also 
plans to sponsor the Qatar 
International Environmental 
Protection Technologies and 

Sustainable Energy Exhibition that will be 
held at the Doha International Exhibition 
Center in September 2011.

The Chamber’s many activities in support 
of Qatar’s private sector range, for example, 
from economic initiatives to advocacy to 
long-term financing to workshops on corpo-
rate social responsibility.

Qatar to Host Eighth 
World Chambers 
Congress in 2013

The Qatar Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (QCCI) was recently awarded 

the opportunity to host the 8th World 
Chambers Congress, to be held in Doha 
in 2013.

“The State of Qatar will be the first 
country in the Arab world to host the World 
Chambers Congress,” explained QCCI’s 
Chairman, H.E. Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
bin Mohammed Al Thani. “This is a 
confirmation of the political and economic 
stability enjoyed by the State of Qatar on 
both regional and international levels.” 

Sheikh Khalifa added that the 2013 
Congress will enhance networking and 
cooperation between members of the 
business community in Qatar and the rest 
of the world.

“Hosting large-scale events such as this 
brings global activity to Qatar and enhances 
Qatar’s image in the world,” said Remy 
Rowhani, CEO of the Doha 2013 Bid 
Committee. According to Rowhani, Doha 
is an ideal choice for the Congress because 
it serves as the modern capital of a rapidly 

g r o w i n g 
country. 

“Qatar 
represents 
t h e  n e w 
gateway for 
businesses of the world, as well as for the 
rapidly growing Middle East and African 
markets,” Rowhani emphasized. “The 
Middle East is the center of a new 
prosperity that offers immense opportu-
nities to businesses worldwide. The 
Congress will demonstrate the great 
promise of both the Middle East and 
Qatar to provide ‘Opportunities for All’,” 
theme of the 2013 conference.

The World Chambers Congress (WCC), 
organized by the World Chambers Feder-
ation (through the International Chamber 
of Commerce), serves some of the world’s 
top business leaders and offers a platform 
for dialogue among chambers of commerce 
globally. Previous WCC sessions have been 
held in Mexico City (2011), Kuala Lumpur 
(2009), and Istanbul (2007).

QCCI Chairman H.E. Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim bin Mohammad Al-Thani

“The Qatar Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry plays an important role 

in supporting the national economy. 

The services it offers locally, 

regionally, and internationally help 

businesses overcome obstacles 

in order to achieve the desired 

economic and social growth.”

H.E. Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 
Mohammad Al-Thani, QCCI Chairman

The Chamber’s 17-member Board of Direc-
tors represents such sectors as trading, 
contracting, manufacturing, services, banking 
and investment, tourism, agriculture, insur-
ance, and arbitration.
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The Business and 
Investment in Qatar Forum:
Highlighting investment 
opportunities in one of the 
world’s fastest growing 
economies and most 
dynamic energy suppliers.

April 6–7, 2011 ·  New York City

Learn more at QatarNewYorkForum.com
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