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Policymaking – NUSACC’s expertise 
and input were in greater demand than 

ever. NUSACC played a key role in promoting 
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) between the 
United States and the Arab world. In 2005, 
the Chamber provided testimony in support 
of three FTAs – with Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates, and Oman – and NUSACC 
was privileged to serve as the only chamber 
of commerce in America to testify before the 
U.S. Congress on the U.S.-Bahrain FTA. (In 
the same spirit, in 2004, NUSACC was the 
only chamber of commerce to testify before 
Congress on the U.S.-Morocco FTA.) The 
FTA with Bahrain was ultimately signed into 
law on January 11, 2006. 

NUSACC was also gratified to see progress 
being made in the effort to simplify visas for 
Arab visitors to the United States. This was 
one of the Chamber’s highest priorities for 
2004 – NUSACC produced a special report 
on this issue and met one-on-one with Secre-
taries Colin Powell and Tom Ridge – and it 
is encouraging to know that the situation is 
improving.

Partnerships – In 2005, 
NUSACC partnered with at least 
80 different entities – more than 
ever before. The Chamber worked 
closely with the Office of the U.S. 
Trade Representative and the U.S. 
Departments of Commerce, State, 
and Homeland Security. NUSACC 
also established closer ties to the 
Overseas Private Investment Corpo-
ration (OPIC), the Trade & Devel-
opment Agency (TDA), the U.S. 
Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID), and the Export-
Import Bank of the United States. 
In addition, NUSACC forged closer 
relationships with a wide array of 
private sector groups, particularly chambers 
of commerce, business associations, and think 
tanks across the United States and throughout 
the Arab world. Finally, the Chamber was 
also pleased to work hand-in-hand with Arab 
ambassadors and their embassy staff.

International Activities – In 2005, 
NUSACC enjoyed a record-breaking year in 
terms of international visitors, as well as overseas 
activities. The Chamber received more than 
30 delegations from the Arab world this year, 
including work with three Heads of State (from 
Jordan, Qatar, and Yemen). In the same vein, 
NUSACC’s leadership visited 15 Arab nations 
at least once in 2005, in part because the 
Chamber delivered more high-level speeches 
at overseas conferences than ever before.

Public Affairs – Media coverage of 
NUSACC activities in 2005 was unprece-
dented. C-Span, CNN, NPR, and other major 

electronic media attended a variety of Chamber 
events, as did major print media. NUSACC’s 
“2006 Economic Outlook” for the Arab world 
received top billing – in part because the 
Financial Times broke the story – but the 
Chamber’s work on U.S. visa policies, Free 
Trade Agreements, and Saudi Arabia (partic-
ularly the Kingdom’s accession to the WTO) 
were also well covered. In addition, NUSACC 
received rave reviews for its new, full-color 
editions of U.S.-Arab Tradeline, the Chamber’s 
bimonthly newsletter.

Finally, from an administrative point of 
view, the Chamber’s overall health continues 
to improve. NUSACC added more than 
$100,000 in new memberships in 2005, and 
full-time staff in the national headquarters 
more than doubled.

2005 was a great year, and the best is yet 
to come!

2005 was a banner year for NUSACC, and this newsletter – 
“2005: The Year in Review” – is intended to capture some of the 
highlights of the past twelve months.

H.M. King Abdullah bin Al-Hussein of Jordan (left) holds a private 
meeting with Frank Devlyn (center), Chairman of the Rotary 
International Foundation, and David Hamod, President & CEO 
of NUSACC.

P
h

o
to

 c
o

u
rt

e
sy

 o
f N

U
S

A
C

C



2 US-Arab Tradeline • January/February 2006

NUSACC participates in Trade 
Policy Staff Committee hearing on 
a proposed Free Trade Agreement 

with the United Arab Emirates 
January 12, 2005

NUSACC Testifi es on the 
UAE as an FTA Partner

On January 12, NUSACC presented 
testimony to the Trade Policy Staff 

Committee in support of a proposed U.S.-
UAE Free Trade Agreement. David Hamod, 
NUSACC’s President & CEO, noted that the 
UAE has “transformed itself into an economic 
powerhouse with one of the most sophisticated 
infrastructures anywhere in the world. It is 
credited with many of the ‘fi rsts’ in the Arab 
world and, as a general rule, the UAE’s economic 
success is the standard by which other nations 
in the region compare themselves.”

The UAE has proved to be a successful 
market for U.S. companies, maintained a 
pro-American environment with an appre-
ciation of U.S. culture, and encouraged an 
open economy with good adherence to the 
rule of law and business ethics. The UAE’s 
political stability and investment appeal are 
among the main factors cited by 100 trans-
national corporations operating in the UAE, 
and the leadership there is working closely 
with the International Labor Organization 
(ILO) to overhaul the UAE’s labor laws.

of a U.S.-Oman Free 
Trade  A g reement 
( F T A ) ,  t h e r e b y 
“creating a win-win 
opportunity for both 
nations.” NUSACC 
told the Trade Policy 
Staff Committee that 
a n  F T A  w o u l d 
strengthen the bilateral 
relationship between 
the two countries by 
increasing trade and 
lowering barriers to 
trade in consumer and 
industrial products.

“The FTAs that are currently being negoti-
ated with countries in the Arab world will 
help both sides to increase exports, generate 
jobs, develop business practices that are well 
suited to the international marketplace and, 
over time, improve the quality of life in the 
United States and the Arab world,” said Hamod 
in his testimony. With the signing of an FTA, 
he noted, U.S. market share in Oman “may 
well close in on that of the United Arab 
Emirates and Japan, ranked fi rst and second, 
respectively.”

H.E. Ali Aujali 
Chief of the Libyan Liaison Offi ce in 

Washington, DC
Libya 

February 17, 2005
C O - H O S T

Aujali of Libya: 
“With Clarity and 
Transparency, We Will 
Work Things Out”

In a wide-ranging roundtable discussion held 
on February 17, Ambassador Ali Aujali, 

who heads Libya’s Liaison Offi ce in the United 
States, met with business leaders to discuss 
the state of U.S.-Libya commercial relations. 
The event was co-hosted by NUSACC and 
the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS).

“We have a unique opportunity to develop 
our relationship,” noted Aujali.  “American 
companies have good opportunities to work 
in Libya, which has a strategic location and 
is a secure place to do business.”

Looking to the future, Aujali said, “We have 
to re-establish confi dence, which is more diffi -
cult than creating new confi dence because of 
the past and the complicated history. But be 
sure that we are very sincere and very deter-
mined. I tell Libyans back home that the United 
States has no hidden agenda, and with clarity 
and transparency, we will work things out.”

JANUARY FEBRUARY
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Ambassador Aujali (at left) discusses some fi ner points with Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering, Senior VP for International Relations at Boeing.

P
h

o
to

 c
o

u
rt

e
sy

 o
f N

U
S

A
C

C

Salem Said Al Ghattami (right), President of the Oman Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry, discusses commercial relations with David 
Hamod, President of NUSACC.

NUSACC participates in 
Trade Policy Staff 

Committee hearing on a 
proposed Free Trade 

Agreement with Sultanate 
of Oman 

January 14, 2005

NUSACC Supports 
U.S.-Oman Free 
Trade Agreement

On January 14, the President and 
CEO of NUSACC, David 

Hamod, offered testimony in support 
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MARCH APRIL
H.E. Rachid Mohamed Rachid 
Egyptian Minister of Foreign Trade 

and Industry

Egypt
Luncheon co-hosted at the U.S. 

Chamber of Commerce 
March 10, 2005

Minister Rachid: “Egypt 
is Serious About 
Change, and We Are 
Open for Business”

NUSACC, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
and the American Chamber of Commerce 

in Egypt co-hosted a luncheon on March 10 
for H.E. Rachid Mohamed Rachid, Egypt’s 
Minister of Foreign Trade and Industry. 

“Reform will not stop at our economy,” 
pledged Rachid, who is playing a lead role 
in Egypt’s efforts to shrink its legendary 
bureaucracy and create a more appealing 
investment climate. “We must also tackle 
our trade policies – which means reducing 
our tariffs, eliminating non-tariff barriers to 
trade, and moving beyond previous protec-
tionist policies that left Egypt exporting only 
four percent of its production.”

Rachid outlined plans to create a more 
appealing investment climate, beginning with 
tax reform, which is being slashed from 42 
percent to a fl at tax of 20 percent, and banking 
reform, which will see Egypt’s 45 banks reduced 
to 20 through mergers and acquisitions. In 
all, a total of 182 state-run companies will be 
fully or partially privatized, with a view to 
“opening things up to market forces without 
interference from the Government of Egypt,” 
said Rachid.

Rachid reiterated his fi rm commitment to 
signing a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with 

H.E. Rachid Mohamed Rachid, Egypt’s Minister of 
Foreign Trade and Industry, addresses the audience at 
the March 10 luncheon.
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H.E. Fawaz Al-Alamy 
Deputy Minister of Commerce & 
Industry, and Chief Negotiator for 

WTO Accession

Saudi Arabia
Luncheon at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel

March 24, 2005 

Dr. Fawaz Al-Alamy discusses Saudi accession to the 
WTO at a NUSACC luncheon for some 200  business 
executives. 

Fifth Annual Doha Forum on 
Democracy and Free Trade 

Participant
Qatar

March 29 – 30, 2005 

Export-Import Bank 
of the United States

Participation in annual meeting
Washington, DC
April 14 – 15, 2005 
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Cultural festivities at the Tripoli International Fair.

Tripoli International Fair
Participant in VIP 
Opening Ceremony

Libya
April 2, 2005 

the United States.  “An FTA is not simply a 
question of market accessibility,” Rachid said. 
“Like any trade agreement, it is not an end in 
itself but an anchor for reform and a catalyst 
for further change. It is about encouraging a 
change in mindset.” Rachid, whose career 
stems from the private sector, is attempting 
to bring private sector accountability and 
discipline to government entities in Egypt.

Economic reformers in Egypt, he concluded, 
are engaged in a “day in and day out fi ght for 
change in the face of vested interests. But we 
will control our own destiny. Egypt is serious 
about change, and we are open for business.”

C O - H O S T S

S P O N S O R
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Convention Center at the Tripoli International Fair.
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index, and we have been there for the last four 
years.” From the UAE’s perspective, she 
concluded, “ICT is a catalyst for change. The 
government launched it because we wanted 
the private sector to be online, but we had to 
practice what we preached.”

H. E. Sheikha Lubna 
Al Qasimi 

Minister of Economy & Planning

United Arab Emirates
Breakfast on Capitol Hill 

(U.S. Congress)
May 10, 2005

C O - H O S T S  

Sheikha Lubna Touts 
Benefi ts of Reform and 
Investment

As the UAE’s Minister of Economy & 
Planning, Sheikha Lubna is leading the 

effort to overhaul the basic company laws, 
insolvency laws and, as Chair of the Security 
and Commodity Authority, regulations 
affecting the stock exchange. She also spear-
heads the UAE’s free trade efforts, which she 
described as a “good exercise for discipline” 
because of the impact that free trade initiatives 
have on legislation and policymaking.

Sheikha Lubna touted the diversity of the 
UAE’s economy, which she characterized as 
“much more sustainable” than most others in 
the region because the UAE’s non-oil sector 
makes up almost 77 percent of the economy. 
In addition, she said, 50 percent of GDP growth 
comes from the private sector. The Dubai Port 
Authority, she noted, is the third largest export 
center in the world and the sixth largest world-
wide in terms of large container handling. 

The UAE has also done a remarkable job 
of attracting investment, she suggested, and 
this has increased with the advent of the Dubai 
International Financial Centre. In this regard, 
she noted, the “UAE doesn’t look at its borders, 
period. When we look at markets, in terms 
of consumers, we look at one billion consumers 
in the region. When we look at the Arab world 
in terms of any products that come to the 
Emirates, we look at 300 million. So in the 
Emirates, we never look at borders.”

Finally, Sheikha Lubna described the 
pioneering work that the UAE has undertaken 
in e-government and providing e-services to 
constituents. “The idea,” she said, has been to 
“create transparent, effi cient, customer-centric 
applications and delivery. The UAE’s position 
in the Middle East is #1 in terms of the ICT 

H.E. Abdullah Bin Hamad 
Al-Attiyah 

Second Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Energy and Industry

Qatar
Luncheon at Army / Navy Club

May 10, 2005

C O - H O S T

Al-Attiyah on Qatar’s 
Energy Supply Chain: 
Thinking Big

On May 10, NUSACC and the U.S.-Qatar 
Business Council hosted a high-level 

luncheon at the Army-Navy Club in Washington 
for H.E. Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Attiyah, 
Qatar’s Second Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Energy and Industry.

Al-Attiyah discussed the dynamic changes 
that are taking place politically, economically, 
and socially in Qatar under the leadership of 
H.H. the Emir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al-Thani. Energy is the lynchpin of Qatar’s 
development efforts, the minister said, but the 
emirate is making a special effort to diversify 
business and investments beyond the energy 

Joint Arab Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry

Annual meeting
Cairo, Egypt

April 25 – 26, 2005 

Fédération Internationale 
des Déménageurs 

Internationaux (FIDI)
(International Federation of 

International Movers) 
Annual conference
Cairo, Egypt
Keynote Speech
May 2, 2005 

APRIL

Heads of Joint Arab Chambers of Commerce pose with 
H.E. Amr Moussa, Secretary General of the Arab 
League.

David Hamod, President & CEO of NUSACC, 
discusses logistics of doing business in the Middle East at 
FIDI’s annual conference in Cairo, Egypt.

H.E. Sheikha Lubna Al Qasimi, second from right, leads a 
panel discussion on Capitol Hill.  Also pictured are George 
Pickart of CMS (far left); Sandra Willett Jackson of Vital 
Voices; Clete Willems, representing Congressman Paul Ryan 
and NUSACC’s David Hamod.

US-Arab Tradeline Research, quantitative 
analysis and forecast support provided by 
The Institute for Research: Middle Eastern 
Policy, Inc. (IRmep)
US-Arab Tradeline Designed and produced 
by Rick Clark Illustration & Design
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industry – thereby enabling Qatar to invest its 
profi ts in young people through education. 

Al-Attiyah has been a vital part of Qatar’s 
efforts to form partnerships around the world. 
In the energy sector, Qatar has welcomed joint 
ventures with U.S. multinationals, viewing 
them as “partners in the process,” said Al-
Attiyah, not competition to national energy 
entities. “We can work together and succeed 
through transparency,” he noted.

Qatar’s North Field contains the world’s 
largest non-associated deposit of natural gas, 
estimated at more than 900 trillion cubic feet 
(the equivalent to at least 150 billion barrels 
of crude oil). With Al-Attiyah driving the 
energy process, Qatar intends to be the biggest 
exporter in the world of gas and industrialized 
gases. The emirate currently exports to nearly 
40 countries around the world.

Al-Attiyah told the audience that his 
nation’s commitment to exporting energy 
may be best demonstrated in Qatar’s efforts 
to complete the supply chain. The emirate 
has recently signed deals to create the world’s 
largest fl oating terminals and the most effi cient 
liquefi ed natural gas (LNG) trains, as well 
as committing to build 70 of the world’s 
largest LNG supertankers.

H.E. Montassar Ouaili 
Minister of Communication Technology 

Tunisia
Luncheon – Washington, DC – 

June 14, 2005 
Dinner – Palo Alto, California – 

June 16, 2005

Minister Ouaili of Tunisia 
Touts ICT in North Africa, 
Arab World

In mid-June, 
NUSACC – in 

cooperation with 
h a l f  a  do z e n 
information and 
communication 
t e c h no l o g i e s 
(ICT) associa-
tions – hosted 
H.E. Montassar 
Ouaili, Tunisia’s 
M i n i s t e r  o f 
Communication 
Te c h n o l o g y. 
N U S A C C 
o r g a n i z e d  a 
luncheon for the minister in Washington that 
attracted more than 200 business leaders, as 
well as a dinner for 100 ICT executives in 
Silicon Valley (Palo Alto) in California.

Ouaili was in the United States to encourage 
U.S. participation in the U.N.-sponsored 
World Summit on the Information Society 
(WSIS), held in Tunis in November 2005. 
In a 24-hour period, with support from 
NUSACC, the minister met with Craig 
Barrett, Chairman of Intel Corporation, John 
Chambers, President & CEO of Cisco Systems, 
and Scott McNealy, Chairman & CEO of 
Sun Microsystems.

At each stop, Ouaili promoted Tunisia’s 
“Summit of Solutions.” Unlike the World 
Summit held in Geneva in 2003, he said, 
WSIS in Tunis would include a very prominent 
role for the private sector. “We want to see a 
large turnout from the United States,” he said, 
“because of the leadership role that your 
country plays in ICT. Besides, you can be sure 
that your competitors will be there from all 
over the world!” Ouaili noted that Tunisia 
expected more than 70 heads of state and at 
least 160 delegations. “Where else can you 

Saudi Private Sector Roadshow 

 New York Atlanta
 May 9, 2005 May 11, 2005

 Houston Chicago
 May 14, 2005 May 16, 2005

San Francisco
May 18, 2005

Saudi Business 
Delegation Tours the 
U.S.A.

In mid-May, NUSACC played a key role in 
organizing a high-level business delegation 

from Saudi Arabia to fi ve major U.S. cities: 
New York, Atlanta, Houston, Chicago, and 
San Francisco. Forty business leaders from 
Saudi Arabia made the trip to the United States 
to tout more than $623 billion in investment 
opportunities in the Kingdom in such sectors 
as electricity, water, oil & gas, petrochemicals, 
mining, transportation, and information and 
communication technologies (ICT).

Richard Wilson, lead organizer of the tour 
on behalf of the International Trade Committee 
at the Council of Saudi Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry, described the visit as a “remark-
able effort and a great success. This was a very 
impressive delegation, one that offered full 
details across multiple sectors and, in many 
cases, provided introductions to potential 
Saudi business partners.”

JUNEMAY

In Chicago, workshop participants listen to Saudi 
business delegates discuss more than $600 billion in 
investment opportunities in the Kingdom.

In Silicon Valley, Minister 
Montassar Ouaili addresses a 
NUSACC dinner for more than 
100 ICT business executives.

H.E. Abdulla bin Hamad Al-Attiya, Second Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Energy and Industry, 
discusses Qatar’s energy strategies at a luncheon co-
hosted by NUSACC and U.S-Qatar Business Council.

continued on next page
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David Hamod, NUSACC’s President & CEO, recognizes H.E. 
Bader Omar Al-Dafa (right), Qatar’s Ambassador to the United 
States, as NUSACC’s “Arab Ambassador of the Year” for 2005.
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meet with so many world policymakers in one 
place?” he asked.

The selection of Tunis as a venue, Ouaili 
said, was important symbolically. “Geneva is 
in the North, and Tunisia is in the South,” 
he noted. “Our goal is to bridge the digital 
divide between North and South. It is in your 
interest as U.S. companies to help empower 
the developing nations with ICT so that they 
can catch up and become your potential 
customers and partners.”

S P O N S O R

C O - H O S T S

Abdulhadi K. Abid 
Director for Private Sector Development

Ministry of Trade

Iraq
Luncheon at the Madison Hotel

June 23, 2005

C O - H O S T        S P O N S O R S

Abid of Iraq: “What is 
Right Today May Be 
Wrong Tomorrow”

On June 23, NUSACC, in cooperation 
with the U.S. Department of Commerce, 

organized a luncheon at the Madison Hotel 
for Abdul Hadi K. Abid, Director General of 
Private Sector Development at Iraq’s Ministry 
of Trade. The event was co-hosted by the Center 
for International Private Enterprise (CIPE) 
with corporate sponsorship provided by Orascom 
and Dave Nash & Associates (DNA).

Abid provided a disarmingly candid and 
occasionally humorous account of Iraq’s business 
climate and impediments to investment and 
development. “The problem with the private 
sector in Iraq,” he noted, is that “they never 
had the opportunity to grow normally.  Every 
day, there is a new rule and regulations, there 
are new orders.  So what is right today may be 

H.E. Tarek Kamel 
Minister of Communications and 

Information Technology

Egypt 
Reception with Northern Virginia 

Technology Council
June 21, 2005

S P O N S O R        C O - H O S T

Minister Kamel: Adding 
Value to the U.S.-Egypt 
Economic Partnership 

On June 21, NUSACC co-hosted a recep-
t ion with the Northern Virginia 

Technology Council in honor of H.E. Tarek 
Kamel, Egypt’s Minister of Communication 
and Information Technology.

“Egypt is going through signifi cant reform 
in our transition from a state-driven economy 
to a market-based economy,” noted Kamel. 
“One indicator of investors’ confi dence is the 
recent surge in stock market capitalization.”

Kamel touted some of the privatization 
efforts taking place in Egypt. In the case of 
Telecom Egypt, he noted, a huge bureaucracy 
has transformed itself into “the face of the 
corporate private sector.” In the same vein, he 
said, mobile telecom usage has rapidly overtaken 
the number of land-lines in Egypt, currently 
at ten million subscribers.

Egypt is now looking at restructuring the 
150-year old postal system. Noted Kamel, “We 
are counting on our American partners from 
the private sector and the U.S. Government to 
help us overhaul this ineffi cient system.”

Kamel concluded, “We have a long list of 
U.S. multinationals working in Egypt in a 

JUNE

Minister Tarek Kamel shares a lighter moment with 
Don DeMarino, Chairman of NUSACC.

Abdul Hadi Abid (second from left) discusses Iraq with 
Don DeMarino (left), Chairman of NUSACC, Hon. 
William H. Lash III, Assistant Secretary of Commerce, 
and Kevin Woelfl ein (far right), Executive Director of 
Dave Nash & Associates and a Senior Fellow at NUSACC.

H.E. Montassar Ouaili, Tunisia’s Minister of 
Communication Technology, pays a visit to Craig 
Barrett, CEO of Intel Corporation. Intel sent a large 
delegation of executives to Tunisia to participate in 
the World Summit in November 2005.

win-win relationship. We are helping them 
to gain access to the Egyptian market as a 
gateway to North Africa and the region and, 
at the same time, they are making value-added 
investments in our country.”
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H.E. Tarek Kamel, Egypt’s Minister of Communication 
and Information Technology, speaks at a reception 
co-hosted by NUSACC and the Northern Virginia 
Technology Council.
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wrong tomorrow. They always looked [just] 
for the profi t. They wanted to make a profi t 
and get out before it all changed. This attitude, 
which is quite normal [in Iraq], unfortunately 
gave them a bad reputation as far as the general 
public is concerned.”

Abid expressed concern about the lack of 
data available to prospective foreign investors. 
“Trade information centers and business 
centers established in the country by the 
Americans and the British were not very 
successful,” he noted. “Why? Because our 
people, including some directors general – and 
I venture to say ministers – are not willing to 
share information about government activities. 
I discussed this with ministers and others, in 
USAID. We decided that this approach will 
not work unless we take full responsibility for 
getting the information, useless as it may be, 
from government departments in order to 
make this information available to the people 
who want to do trading, export-import, and 
investment. Now, we actually have a trade 
information center budget going.”

Despite these systemic shortcomings, Abid 
said, “Iraq is the key to the whole Middle 
East. You could have a base there, an indus-
trial base, a commercial base, to service the 
whole area.”

Abid discussed the current business climate 
and the challenges facing investors trying to 
set up a business in Iraq. To streamline the 
process, he said, Iraq is now working with 
the U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) and the World Bank to create 
an investment promotion agency, as well as 
an awareness campaign to promote better 
business practices. 

Smithsonian Folklife Festival, which 
focused this year on the Sultanate of 
Oman – the fi rst Arab nation ever to be 
featured at the Festival.

“I am extremely impressed by the 
response we received from the American 
people,” said H.E. Mohamed Ali Al-
Khusaiby, Oman’s Ambassador to the 
United States at that time. “This event 
gave us an opportunity to reach out to 
Americans through music, dance, and 
traditional artifacts. We are hopeful 
that many of these new friends will be 
inspired to visit Oman and gain fi rsthand 
experience with our country, culture, 

and people.”
For many who attended 

t he  C e lebr a t ion  on 
Wednesday night, the 
highlight was the perfor-
mances on the National 
Mall and inside the 
Cast le by the three 
Omani ensembles, repre-
senting Qurayat, Sohar, 
and Al Majd.

The Smithsonian Folklife Festival and the 
Celebration of Omani Culture provided a 
unique opportunity to raise awareness in the 
U.S. capital about the Sultanate of Oman. The 
delegation featured over 100 musicians, dancers, 
craftspeople and cooks representing cultural 
traditions from the desert, oasis and sea.

“We are very grateful to our four sponsors, 
whose f inancial support made this event 
possible,” says Hamod of the National U.S.-
Arab Chamber. “And on behalf of the host 
organizations, we also want to thank our 
Omani colleagues – in the government and 
the private sector – for giving us this wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate Oman. This was a 
once-in-our-lifetime event!”

C O - H O S T        S P O N S O R S

“A Celebration of Omani Culture” 
(cultural performance) 

In cooperation with the annual 
Smithsonian Folklife Festival

National Mall in
Washington, DC

Sultanate of Oman
June 29, 2005 

“A Celebration of 
Omani Culture” Takes 
Washington By Storm

A capacity crowd of nearly 500 people 
|attended “A Celebration of Omani Culture” 

on Wednesday, June 29, in Washington, D.C. 
The gathering consisted of performances by 
music and dance ensembles from the Sultanate 
of Oman, as well as a reception featuring 
Omani cuisine. The event was the fi rst of its 
kind to be held in the Smithsonian Castle – a 
Washington landmark for 150 years.

The Celebration was hosted by the 
Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural 
Heritage, the Embassy of Oman, the Oman 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, and 
the Nat iona l  U.S.-A rab Chamber of 
Commerce. Corporate sponsors included 
The Boeing Company, Parsons Brinckerhoff, 
Turner Construction – International, and 
W.J. Towell. 

The Celebration was attended by a wide 
variety of high-level Washingtonians, including 
Members of Congress, senior offi cials in the 
Bush Administration, business leaders, 
academics, and top diplomats representing 
some 40 nations. This people-to-people 
gathering was held in conjunction with the 

JULYJUNE

Omani dance troupe performs in the Commons room inside 
the Smithsonian Institution’s castle.

Omani performers lead hundreds of guests 
from the National Mall to the Smithsonian 
Institution’s castle.
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of our armed forces and the protection of our 
nation, and will improve interoperability with 
other F-16 operators in the region.”

David Hamod, President & CEO of 
NUSACC, attended the high-level ceremony, 
as did Mohammed Al-Khusaiby, Oman’s 
Ambassador to the United States, and Gen. 
T. Michael Moseley, who serves as Chief of 
Staff of the U.S. Air Force.

In his remarks at the ceremony, Ralph 
Heath, Executive Vice President of Lockheed 
Martin Corporation, stated, “We’re proud to 
have Oman as the 23rd member of the world-
wide F-16 family.” 

The Sultanate ordered a total of 12 F-16 
aircraft. Two were delivered in 2005 in time 
for Oman’s National Day, and the remaining 
ten will be delivered in 2006.

H.E. Ghassan Al Sulaiman
Chairman of the Jeddah Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry, and 
Co-Chairman of the National U.S.-Arab 

Chamber of Commerce (NUSACC)
H.E. Usamah Al Kurdi

Member of the Saudi Consultative 
Council (Majlis Al-Shura), 
and NUSACC Executive 

Committee member

Saudi Arabia
Breakfast at the

Ritz-Carlton Hotel in 
Washington, DC
August 12, 2005

On August 12, CNN, C-Span, Reuters, 
Financial Times, and other major media 

descended on the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in 
Washington to cover a high-level NUSACC 

discussion on economic and political reform 
in Saudi Arabia. The provocative discussion 
was led by H.E. Dr. Ghassan Al Sulaiman, 
Chairman of the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry and Co-Chairman of NUSACC, 
and H.E. Usamah Al Kurdi, who is a member 
of the Saudi Consultative Council (Majlis 
Al-Shura) and a NUSACC Execut ive 
Committee member. Lockheed Martin and 
the Trust Company of the West served as 
sponsors, and co-hosts included the Meridian 
International Center, Middle East Institute, 
and the Middle East Policy Council.

Candidly sharing their personal experiences 
as Saudi citizens and supporters of reform, Al 
Sulaiman and Al Kurdi described the excite-
ment that they and other Saudis feel as they 

AUGUST

H.E. Dr. Ghassan Al Sulaiman, Chairman of the 
Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry, speaks 
about social and economic issues in Saudi Arabia.

F-16 Rollout Program for the 
Sultanate of Oman

Lockheed Martin

Ft. Worth, Texas
August 4, 2005 

S P O N S O R

Lockheed Martin Rolls 
Out F-16 for Oman

On August 4 in Fort Worth, Texas, 
Lockheed Martin held a roll-out ceremony 

celebrating delivery of the fi rst F-16 aircraft 
to the Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO). Air 
Vice Marshal Yahya Al-Juma, commander of 
the RAFO, accepted the aircraft on behalf of 
the Sultanate. He stated, “The F-16 will 
contribute signifi cantly to the modernization 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Loulwa Al-Faisal Bin Abdulaziz 

Saudi Arabia
Luncheon at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel

August 1, 2005 

S P O N S O R

Her Royal Highness Princess Loulwa Al-Faisal Bin 
Abdulaziz speaking in Chicago following her visit to 
Washington, D.C.

In Fort Worth, NUSACC’s President & CEO tries 
out the cockpit of a Lockheed Martin F-16 ordered by 
Oman.

A Lockheed Martin F-16 bound for Oman.
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John Chambers (center), President & CEO of Cisco 
Systems, discusses the World Summit on the Information 
Society with David Hamod and H.E. Mohamed Nejib 
Hachana, Tunisia’s Ambassador to the United States.
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witness changes that are giving momentum 
to a wide variety of reforms.

“Very few people know that reform in 
Saudi Arabia started in 1993,” noted Al Kurdi. 
The Kingdom has been under pressure exter-
nally to make reforms in recent years, he 
continued, but “reform in Saudi Arabia is 
coming from within.” The following four 
milestones, he said, have set the pace for 
reform:

• Introduction of the basic law of 
governance in 1993; 

• Issuance of the Shura law;  
• Issuance of the “regions law,” which 

created councils for each of the 30 
regions in Saudi Arabia; and 

• An address by H.M. the King to the 
Consultative Council three years ago, in 
which reform priorities were spelled out.  

Al Sulaiman suggested that real change 
was noticed by the Saudi people in the late 
1990s, when discussions about reform began 
to turn serious. To build upon that momentum, 
he said, “requires a concentrated effort – a 
combination of economic, political, educa-

tional, governance, cultural, social, 
and press reforms – to have a major 
impact.”

Al Kurdi and Al Sulaiman both 
stressed that reform is country-specifi c. 
“If Democracy is government of the 
people by the people,” Al Kurdi said, 
then Saudis know best what is needed 
for their nation. On the issue of 

women’s rights, for example, Al Kurdi shared 
this anecdote:

“When my wife was asked by French 
television whether or not she wants to 
drive, she said, ‘Why does everybody in 
the world want to push things on my 
agenda? Why can’t  I come up with my 
own agenda as to what I think I want to 
do?’ The most important issues at this 
time for women in Saudi Arabia, in my 
opinion, are education and work. All 
others take a back seat.”
Al Sulaiman prepared a “checklist” of 

attributes that he believes are necessary for 
Saudi Arabia to achieve its reform goals:

• A shared vision
• A holistic plan
• Capable government agencies
• Established policies and procedures
• Leadership that leads by example
• Transparency
• The trust of the people
• A more streamlined decision-making 

process
• An independent judiciary
• Decentralized authority

In recent years, said Al Sulaiman, Saudi 
Arabia has witnessed social changes leading 
to greater press freedom, environmental 
protection, active civil society organizations, 
and curbs on domestic violence and child 
abuse – to name just a few topics. To improve 
economically and for reforms to progress, he 
said, education is key. Al Sulaiman hopes that 
Saudi Arabia will encourage its students to 
study abroad at the best international univer-
sities – including those in the United States.

There have been a few stumbling blocks 
on the road to reform, Al Sulaiman noted, but 
the overall trend is unmistakable. “We can see 
a substantial number of new initiatives enacted 
in Saudi Arabia in the last few years,” he said. 
“We may differ on whether these reforms went 
far enough or were implemented fast enough. 
However, we will not be truthful to ourselves 
if we deny that a reform movement is underway 
in Saudi Arabia. In the end, history will pass 
judgment on these reform initiatives – based 
on the results they achieved.”

S P O N S O R S

C O - H O S T S

AUGUST

David Hamod (far right) introduces H.E. Dr. Ghassan 
Al Sulaiman (left) and H.E. Usamah Al Kurdi 
(middle).

H.E. Dr. Ghassan Al Sulaiman being interviewed by 
Al-Jazeera and other media at the NUSACC luncheon.

H.E. Usamah Al Kurdi, a member of Saudi Arabia’s Consultative 
Council, addresses reform issues in the Kingdom.
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Don DeMarino, NUSACC’s Chairman, shares 
remarks from the podium.
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Dr. Omran Bukhres 
Executive Director for the 

Steering Committee
General Planning Council

Libya
Roundtable Discussion & Breakfast

September 13, 2005
S P O N S O R

C O - H O S T

AUGUST
Ambassadors’ Tour of the 

State of Iowa
Organized by Senator Charles Grassley, 
Chairman, Senate Finance Committee

August 15 – 19, 2005

“A Day at The Port of Virginia”
Organized by the Commonwealth 

of Virginia

Norfolk, Virginia
September 6, 2005

In Iowa, diplomats from the Arab world pose 
with Senator and Mrs. Charles Grassley (top 
photo) and Ambassador Rob Portman (bottom 
photo), U.S. Trade Representative.

Snapshots of The Port of Virginia in Norfolk, where 
the Virginia Taskforce for Business Development with 
the Near East hosted “A Day at The Port of Virginia.”

H.M. King Abdullah bin 
Al-Hussein

Jordan
Private meeting at the

Four Seasons Hotel
September 13, 2005

NUSACC Economic 
Outlook for 2006 

Report launched 
at the National 

Press Club
Washington, 

DC
September 16, 

2005

NUSACC Releases 2006 
Outlook for U.S. Exports

On September 16 at the National Press 
Club in Washington, NUSACC issued 

a special report on the 2006 outlook for U.S. 
merchandise exports to the Arab world. 
NUSACC’s conclusion: The coming year 
promises to be one of the strongest ever for 
U.S.-Arab trade, with estimated sales of $37.9 
billion – an increase of more than 40 percent 
over projected levels for 2005.

“These data show that the Arab world 
continues to be one of America’s best and 
most reliable customers,” notes David Hamod, 
NUSACC’s President and CEO. “Despite 
strife in the region and occasional ups and 
downs in U.S.-Arab political relations, the 
economic partnership is steadily climbing to 
new heights. Clearly, the ‘Made in the USA’ 
label still has tremendous cachet.”

The special report contains a list of “Top 
Ten” U.S. exports to each nation, as well as a 
“Sectors to Watch” section that will be of 
particular interest to small and medium-sized 
enterprises. 

NUSACC attributes the substantial growth 
in 2006 to a number of reasons:

1) Petroleum exporting nations are 
benefi ting from higher oil prices, 

A Day at The Port 
of Virginia

On September 6, NUSACC helped to 
sponsor “A Day at The Port of Virginia” 

in Norfolk. The gathering was hosted by the 
Virginia Taskforce for Business Development 
with the Near East, under the auspices of the 
Virginia Governor’s office, as well as the 
Virginia Secretary of Agriculture. 

The day-long tour included representatives 
of 12 Arab countries, 10 Virginia State 
Government offi cials, and 15 private sector 
companies. In addition to touring the Port 
of Virginia, delegates received a briefi ng on 
Virginia’s exports – including agricultural 
and forest products – and a wide range of 
shipping services.

The Port of Virginia consists of four 
facilities: Norfolk International Terminals, 
Newport News Marine Terminal, Portsmouth 
Marine Terminal, and the Virginia Inland 
Port, located in Front Royal.

H O S T
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Dr. Omran Bukhres discusses Libya’s reform 
efforts with U.S. corporate leaders at a 
NUSACC-hosted roundtable.
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thereby boosting their import 
purchasing power.

2) Local investments by the Arab private 
sector are at an all time high, and 
many of these involve U.S. goods and 
services. 

3) The size of the region’s consumer 
market continues to grow. 

According to the report, the largest Arab 
markets for U.S. exports in 2006 are projected 
to be Saudi Arabia ($10.7 billion), the UAE 
($10.2 billion), Egypt ($5.1 billion), Kuwait 
($2.3 billion), and Iraq ($2.2 billion). 

that should send a strong signal to U.S. compa-
nies to consider investing in the region.” 

Throughout the two-day conference, sessions 
focused on: senior government offi cials from 
each North African country highlighting new 
investment opportunities; major U.S. compa-
nies, currently investing in the region, discussing 
their experiences; leading fi nancial experts 
offering insights about the outlook for FDI in 
the region; senior representatives of the U.S. 
Government and multilateral fi nancial institu-
tions discussing their programs to facilitate 
private sector investment in North Africa. 

Some of the key sectors explored at the 
conference included housing, tourism, infra-
structure and energy. David Hamod, NUSACC’s 
President & CEO, led a panel discussion on 
information and communication technologies 
that featured representatives from Cisco Systems, 
Microsoft, Qualcomm, and Estarta – a “home 
grown” success story from Jordan.

OPIC’s Connelly may have best summed 
up the importance of the conference: “It is our 
hope that these discussions will stimulate joint 
ventures . . . . The economic development that 
would follow would be to the benefi t of all 
North African citizens, and to the benefi t and 
security of the global community. North Africa, 
by any measure of entrepreneurial capacity and 
acumen, is certainly deserving of its share of 
foreign direct investment. Our purpose is to 
help bring that prospect to fruition.” 

which was around fi ve percent, has enabled 
us to improve the living conditions of Tunisians. 
Poverty has been reduced to around four 
percent of the population, and the middle class 
makes up 39-80 percent of our population. I 
would say that this model of development has 
been working well so far, but we are trying to 
make some adjustments to be able to cope with 
the challenges ahead,” he stated.

Tunisia is striving to 
create new jobs in an effort 
to keep the unemployment 
rate under control, Jouini 
said. He expressed hope 
that multilateral organiza-
tions and business commu-
nities – including the U.S. 
business community – will 
show their support for Tunisia’s economic 
reforms through greater investments.

The minister listed several goals that he 
holds for Tunisia, including: increasing per 
capita revenue while creating more jobs; 
increasing foreign investment; enhancing 
Tunisia’s knowledge-based society, particularly 
as it affects the economy; increasing stability 
in all areas, including political, economic, 
and social – which will improve Tunisians’ 
quality of life.

Tunisia signed a Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreement (TIFA) with the United 
States in 2002, Jouini said, and he expressed 
hope that the U.S. private sector will conse-
quently take a closer look at investing in 
Tunisia. “Tunisia has adhered to the initiatives 
of the American administration,” he noted, 
“and we believe it creates the possibility of 
more growth and job creation, as well as an 
improvement in our standard of living.”

SEPTEMBER

 “Expanding Horizons in North 
Africa” Conference

Organized by the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation (OPIC)

Moderator for panel on Information and 
Communication Technology

Marrakech, Morocco
September 20-22, 2005 

OPIC Conference Expands 
Horizons in North Africa

Business leaders, senior government offi cials, 
and high-level regional representatives 

gathered in Marrakech, Morocco, on September 
20-22 to discuss growing trade and investment 
opportunities in North Africa’s market of 180 
million consumers. Sponsored by the Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) and 
supported by the National U.S.-Arab Chamber 
of Commerce, the Expanding Horizons in 
North Africa conference explored a variety of 
opportunities in Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mauri-
tania, Morocco and Tunisia. 

Ross Connelly, Acting President and CEO 
of OPIC, noted, “North African governments 
are accelerating their efforts to attract foreign 
investment – especially as their economies 
begin to diversify beyond the energy sector – and 

H.E. Mohamed Nouri Jouini 
Minister of Development & 
International Cooperation

Tunisia
Luncheon at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel

September 22, 2005

Minister Jouini: Economic 
Reform is Helping to 
Create Jobs for Tunisians

On September 22, NUSACC hosted a 
luncheon at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel 

for H.E. Mohamed Nouri Jouini, Tunisia’s 
Minister of Development and International 
Cooperation. 

Jouini described the major demographic 
changes that are taking place in Tunisia, 
particularly the increase in young graduates 
from colleges and universities who are looking 
for jobs. He noted, “Our population growth, 
which was low, and the growth of our economy, 

Following his remarks at a NUSACC luncheon at the 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel, H.E. Minister Mohamed Nouri 
Jouini (center) visits with Hon. Shaun Donnelly (far 
right), Assistant USTR for Europe and the Middle East, 
Don DeMarino, NUSACC’s Chairman, H.E. Mohamed 
Nejib Hachana, Tunisia’s Ambassador to the United 
States (far left), and Marleine Davis, NUSACC’s 
Director of Operations.
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(FTA). David Hamod, President & CEO, told 
Committee members that the FTA will help to 
generate new jobs and sustain existing employ-
ment in the United States and Bahrain. 

“This is important for our fellow Ameri-
cans,” Hamod said, “at a time when many in 
our country are facing economic uncertainty. 
It is equally important in Bahrain because 
some in the region – a very tiny minority – 
would play upon unemployment and hopeless-
ness to fuel extremism and breed terrorism.”

“Bahrain is not America’s biggest market 
in the region,” Hamod admitted, “but with 
the FTA in place, the kingdom will be better 
situated than ever to serve as a gateway to the 
Arabian Gulf. For example, neighboring Saudi 
Arabia has announced more than $600 billion 
in investment projects over the next decade. 
Bahrain, which is connected to Saudi Arabia 
by a causeway, is expected to be one of the 
biggest benefi ciaries of those ‘megaprojects’ 
taking place next door.”

In some respects, noted Hamod, Bahrain 
has much in common with Singapore. Both 
are island nations that serve as portals to larger 
markets on the mainland; both boast a high 
quality of life and ultramodern infrastructures; 
both pride themselves on a well-educated and 
easily trainable labor force. Singapore was the 
fi rst nation in Asia to sign an FTA with the 
United States, in May 2003.

“Bahrain is under-
taking signif icant 
economic reform,” 
Hamod concluded, 
“and the FTA is the 
centerpiece of this 
effort. The agreement 
‘raises the bar’ for 
trade and investment 
rules that enhance 
market access, and it 
bolsters Bahrain’s role 
a s  a n  en g i ne  o f 
economic reform in 
the Arab world.”

OCTOBERSEPTEMBER

Annual meeting of the 
IMF / World Bank
Washington, DC

September 24 & 25, 2005

“Oman at the Crossroads”
seminar & reception

Co-hosted by NUSACC and 
Georgetown University

H.E. Mohammed Nasser
Al-Khasibi, Secretary General

Ministry of National Economy
Sultanate of Oman

September 29, 2005

United States – Bahrain Free Trade 
Agreement hearing

NUSACC member company (Midamar) 
testifi es before the House Ways and 

Means Committee

1102 Longworth House 
Offi ce Building
September 29, 2005

– and –

United States – Bahrain Free Trade 
Agreement hearing

NUSACC testifi es before the Senate 
Finance Committee

215 Dirksen Senate
Offi ce Building
October 6, 2005

NUSACC Testifi es on 
U.S.-Bahrain FTA

On October 6, NUSACC testifi ed before 
the Senate Finance Committee on the 

proposed U.S.-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement 

Network of Arab American 
Professionals (NAAP) annual 

conference
Keynote Speech

Washington, DC 
October 2, 2005

United States – Oman Free Trade 
Agreement announced

Offi ce of the
U.S. Trade Representative

October 3, 2005

Iraqi Redevelopment
Iraq

Networking Reception
Philadelphia, PA
October 19, 2005

H.E. Adbulwahab Abdullah
Minister of Foreign Affairs

A Networking Dinner at the 
Ambassador’s residence

Tunisia
October 19, 2005

David Hamod, President & CEO of NUSACC, 
testifi es before the Senate Finance Committee in 
support of the U.S.-Bahrain FTA.
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Discussants participating in the “Oman at the 
Crossroads” seminar at Georgetown University.
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Policymakers participate in a panel discussion on the 
rebuilding of Iraq.  The panel discussion and networking 
reception, held in Philadelphia, were co-hosted by NUSACC 
and the Joint Mid-Atlantic Arab Trade Center.

H.E. Dr. Naser Al-Belooshi, 
Bahrain’s Ambassador to the 
United States (left), discusses 
the U.S.-Bahrain FTA with 
Congressman Darrell Issa of 
California.
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H.E. Ali Abdullah Saleh
President of Yemen
Private meeting

Blair House
November 9, 2005

– and –
Reception for Presidential and 

Ministerial Delegation from Yemen
The Ritz-Carlton Hotel

November 9, 2005

NUSACC Welcomes 
President Saleh & 
Ministers from Yemen

On November 9, NUSACC hosted a 
reception at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in 

honor of President Ali Abdullah Saleh of 
Yemen and the two delegations (government 
and private) that accompanied him to 
Washington, D.C. Corporate sponsors included 
Hunt Oil Company and Vintage Petroleum 

NOVEMBER

Secretary 
of State

Condoleezza 
Rice

Iftar Dinner
Private guest
October 25, 

2005

NUSACC Participates 
in Secretary Rice’s 
Iftar Dinner

On October 25, NUSACC, represented 
by President & CEO David Hamod, 

participated in the State Department’s annual 
Iftar dinner hosted by Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice. In her remarks to guests, 
Rice noted that Ramadan “inspires more than 
a billion Muslims all across the world to renew 
their bonds to family and friends, to neighbors 
and colleagues, and most of all, to God.” 

“We in America,” she said, “support people 
of every culture and race and religion who 
wish to make their own decisions and choose 
their own governments and speak their own 
minds. We know that free choices may produce 
disagreement, but listening to one another 
and exchanging ideas respectfully and cooper-
ating wherever and whenever we can, this is 
the essence of democracy and it is also the 
mission of diplomacy.” 

“America supports the democratic aspira-
tions of all people,” the Secretary of State 
noted, “not because we think ourselves perfect; 
to the contrary, it is precisely because we are 
imperfect, with a long history of failures and 
false starts, that we cherish democracy and 
support others who embrace its challenges…   
So, of all nations, America has no cause for 
false pride and we have every reason for 
humility. But we also have every reason to 
believe that when people rise up for the 
universal principles of democracy, they will 
not be denied.” 

She concluded, “Thank you for what you 
do every day as people of a great faith, of one 
of the world’s great religions, of a religion of 
peace and love. Ramadan Kareem.”

Iraqi Private Sector Delegation 
Iraq

Networking Reception
November 1, 2005

C O - H O S T S

“Made in America 2005” Exhibition
NUSACC participates with U.S. companies

Beirut, Lebanon
November 7 – 9, 2005

NUSACC Supports 
“Made in America” 
Exhibition in Lebanon

At the invitation of the American-Lebanese 
Chamber of Commerce (ALCC), NUSACC 

participated in 
the 2005 “Made 
In America” 
trade fa ir in 
B e i r u t  o n 
November 7-9. 
The event was 
organized by 
t h e  U . S . 
Departments 
of Commerce 
and State in 
cooperation with the ALCC. Marleine Davis, 
NUSACC’s Director of Operations, represented 
the Chamber at the exhibition and oversaw 
activities at the NUSACC booth.

The U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon, Hon. 
Jeffrey Feltman, opened the trade fair, noting 
that “demand for U.S. products and services 
in Lebanon has been increasing steadily over 
the past few years.” Elizabeth Dibble, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern 
Affairs, underscored the U.S. commitment 
to Lebanon and to the “vision of Lebanon as 
a thriving free-market economy, employing 
Lebanon’s talented and educated youth and 
strengthening Lebanese-American business 
and trade.”

Following a ribbon cutting ceremony, 
Ambassador Feltman, Secretary Dibble, and 
Selim Zeenni, President of the ALCC, paid 
a visit to the NUSACC booth. They commended 
NUSACC’s commitment to travel from 

Washington to Beirut to support the trade 
fair. Ambassador Feltman said he sees the 
“great potential of the private sector to promote 
economic growth in Lebanon,” and he recog-
nizes the excellent opportunity for American 
businesses to participate in this process.

“Made In America 2005” featured the goods 
and services of over 300 U.S. companies. Said 
NUSACC’s Davis, “Lebanon is working to 
position itself once again as a gateway to the 
region, and this annual event provides an excel-
lent opportunity for U.S companies to develop 
new partnerships in Lebanon and beyond.”

O R G A N I Z E R S  

continued on next page

Beirut Municipality President Abdel 
Mounim Ariss and NUSACC’s 
Marleine Davis spend time at the 
NUSACC booth at the “Made in 
America 2005” trade fair in Beirut.
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H.E. Ali Abdullah Saleh (right), President of Yemen, 
meets with David Hamod at the Blair House during 
President Saleh’s visit to Washington in November 2005.
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Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice addresses the invited guests 
at her Iftar dinner at the U.S. 
Department of State.
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– Yemen, and ministers attending the recep-
tion included the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Planning and International 
Cooperation (H.E. Ahmed Sofan), the Minister 
of Industry and Trade (H.E. Khaled Rajeh 
Sheikh Dawood), and the Minister of Oil & 
Minerals (H.E. Rasheed Ba Raba’a).

Minister Sofan, who is Yemen’s point man 
on the proposed Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
with the United States, noted that “Yemen 
has a pro-business attitude, and attracting 
foreign direct investment is a top priority for 
our government. With this in mind, Yemen 
has substantively improved its legal framework 
in order to create a better environment for 
FDI, which is very important for the growth 
of our country.” 

To date, Sofan said, U.S. investors in Yemen 
seem particularly interested in oil and gas, 
telecommunications, tourism and fi sheries. 
“Our government is committed to providing 
incentives for foreign investors, as well as 
ensuring their security and that of their invest-
ments,” noted the Deputy Prime Minister. 

Yemen signed a Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreement (TIFA) with the United 
States in 2004. Sofan hopes that meeting the 
conditions of the TIFA will give Yemen a leg 
up on accession to the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO) and to a possible U.S.-Yemen 
FTA in the not-too-distant future.

Sofan concluded, “During the past few 
years, Yemen has improved socially, econom-
ically, and fi nancially. Yemen has vast invest-
ment opportunities, and the country has the 
potential to become a viable partner for any 
U.S. f irms – large or small. I encourage 
American entrepreneurs to take advantage of 
our unexplored opportunities in order to 
benefi t our country and yours.”

S P O N S O R S

World Summit on the Information 
Society (WSIS)

NUSACC co-hosts networking 
reception with U.S. Government

NUSACC participates in USAID panel 
discussion on ICT in the Middle East

Tunisia
November 17, 2005

NUSACC Participates 
in the “World Summit” 
in Tunisia

On November 16 – 18, NUSACC partic-
ipated in the U.N.-sponsored “World 

Summit on the Information Society,” held in 
Tunis. The high-level event was the fi rst of 
its kind in the Arab world, placing Tunisia 
solidly in the international spotlight for three 
days in November.

According to the International Telecom-
munication Union (ITU), the Summit was 
convened in Tunis to “tackle the problem of 
the ‘digital divide’ and to harness the poten-
tial of information and communication 
technologies (ICTs) to drive economic and 
social development.” The event attracted 
approximately 20,000 participants from 174 
nations, including 46 heads of government 
and 197 ministers or vice ministers.

David Hamod, NUSACC’s President & 
CEO, participated in a USAID-sponsored 
panel discussion on ICT in the Middle East. 
He pointed out that ICT development has 
brought about remarkable and positive change 
in the region, but that ICT also has its “dark 
side” – including the ability of fringe groups 
to propagate terrorism through the Internet.

In addition, NUSACC, the Information 

H. E. Osama Abdul-Aziz 
Al Najafi 

Minister of Industry and Minerals

Iraq
Luncheon – Washington, DC

November 17, 2005
Luncheon – New York
November 18, 2005

Iraq: NUSACC Hosts 
Minister of Industry 
and Minerals 

On November 17 & 18, NUSACC co-hosted 
luncheons in honor of H.E. Usama Abdul 

Aziz Al-Najafi , Iraq’s Minister of Industry and 
Minerals. The first luncheon was held in 
Washington in cooperation with the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, and the second luncheon 
was held in New York in cooperation with the 
Arab Bankers Association of North America 
(ABANA). The minister’s visit to both cities 
was coordinated through the U.S. Department 
of Commerce. 

Technology Association of America (ITAA), 
and the Tunisian American Chamber of 
Commerce (TACC) worked closely with the 
U.S. Government to host a reception for more 
than 300 U.S. and Tunisian business leaders 
attending the World Summit.

Three key issues dominated the preparatory 
process leading to the Tunis Summit: Internet 
governance, fi nancing strategies, and imple-
mentation mechanisms for the Action Plan 
developed during the fi rst phase of WSIS in 
2003 (in Geneva). 

Going forward, according to Yoshio Utsumi, 
Secretary-General of the Summit, the ITU 
will be joined by UNESCO and UNDP to 
pursue the Tunis Commitment and the Tunis 
Agenda for the Information Society. These three 
entities, he said, represent the three key pillars 
of the Information Society: infrastructure, 
content and development.

Utsumi concluded, “As a result of this 
Summit, world leaders are now fully aware of 
the critical importance of ICTs.” In the end, 
he said, WSIS is “not just about technology. 
It’s mostly about people, and their potential.”
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H.E. Ahmed Sofan, Deputy Prime Minister of Yemen, 
addresses the audience at a NUSACC reception in 
Washington on November 9, 2005.

Ambassador David Gross (with microphone), U.S. Coordinator 
for International Communications and Information Policy 
at the U.S. Department of State, addresses the more than 300 
business leaders who attended a reception co-sponsored by 
NUSACC at WSIS in Tunisia. To the right of David Gross 
are the Hon. John Marburger (far right), Director of the 
Offi ce of Science and Technology Policy and President Bush’s 
representative to the WSIS Summit, and Hon. William J. 
Hudson, U.S. Ambassador to Tunisia.
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Al-Najafi  presented an overview of Iraq’s 
industrial sector in the context of new policies 
geared toward free trade and a market economy. 
“Our ministry has prepared a detailed program 
to develop the industrial sector in Iraq using 
open and transparent policies to promote 
sound business practices,” said the minister. 

The Ministry of Industry and Minerals 
(MIM) manages more than 200 plants in 59 
industrial state-owned enterprises (SOEs) in 
such sectors as chemicals, engineering, construc-
tion, food & drugs, textiles, and industrial 
services. MIM also oversees 19 “mixed sector” 
companies representing such areas as textiles 
and electronics. According to Al-Najafi , the 
State currently owns around 25 percent of the 
capital in these companies. 

Al-Najafi noted that MIM is pursuing 
three parallel tracks:

• Short-term restart of the viable 
manufacturing SOEs; 

• Medium-term preparatory work to 
transfer the manufacturing SOEs to the 
private sector; 

• and long-term formulation of a 
comprehensive policy framework for 
national industrial development, to be 
led by the private sector. 

Al-Najafi  said that his ministry is working 
hard to establish industrial complexes and to 
encourage Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 
(SMEs). But all of these plans, he said, “need 
U.S. cooperation for training and capacity-
building among Iraqi personnel.”

Al-Najafi  invited U.S. companies to “support 
restructuring, rehabilitation, modernization, 
and implementation of new projects in Iraq.” 
He listed several reconstruction programs in 

H. E. Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Issa Al Khalifa 

CEO, Economic Development Board

Bahrain
Luncheon co-organized with the 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce
December 5, 2005

– and –
American Chamber of Commerce in 

Bahrain delegation
Business schedule organized by 

NUSACC
Visit to Washington, DC
December 5 – 7, 2005
Visit to New York, NY
December 7 – 9, 2005

NUSACC Hosts AmCham 
Bahrain in Washington, 
New York

On December 5 – 9, a 14-member delega-
tion representing the American Chamber 

of Commerce in Bahrain (AmCham Bahrain) 
visited Washington D.C. and New York. The 
visit was organized by the National U.S.-Arab 
Chamber of Commerce (NUSACC) in 
cooperation with the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and the Embassy of Bahrain in 
the United States. The delegation promoted 
investment opportunities in Bahrain and, in 

the context of the new U.S.-Bahrain Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA), explored prospects 
of business ventures in the United States for 
Bahraini companies.

The delegation was led by H.E. Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Isa Al Khalifa, Chief Execu-
tive Offi cer (CEO) of Bahrain’s Economic 
Development Board (EDB), and Samir 
Benmakhlouf, President of AmCham Bahrain. 
The delegation met with senior offi cials of 
the U.S. Government, business leaders, and 
association executives. 

On December 5, delegates attended a 
luncheon at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
that was co-hosted by NUSACC. The following 
day, NUSACC organized a networking recep-
tion at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel for 200 business 
leaders.

H . E .  D r . 
Naser Al Belooshi, 
Bahrain’s Ambas-
s a d o r  t o  t h e 
United States, 
hosted a reception 
and dinner at the 
embassy to honor 
the delegates. At 
that event, David 
Hamod, Presi-
dent & CEO of 
N U S A C C , 
accepted an award 
in recognition of NUSACC’s efforts to 
strengthen trade relations between the United 
States and the Kingdom of Bahrain.

While in New York, the delegation met 
with government and private sector leaders, 
attended a reception at the Bahrain Mission 
to the United Nations, and was accorded a 
VIP tour of the New York Stock Exchange.

C O - H O S T S

such industries as construction, petrochemi-
cals, phosphate and sulfur, fertilizers, food 
processing, pharmaceuticals, and communi-
cation technology. “Transfer of SOE owner-
ship to the private sector lies within the 
development program,” said the minister.

Al-Najafi concluded, “The new Iraq is 
proceeding with confi dence to… return to 
the international community as a free and 
sovereign country that derives strength from 
its ancient history and its ability to overcome 
challenges. The reconstruction of Iraq on an 
honest and transparent basis will allow for 
security, stability, and the achievement of a 
stable, democratic and peace-loving State.”
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H.E. Osama Abdul-Aziz Al Najafi  (left), Iraq’s Minister 
of Industry and Minerals, discusses Iraq’s economic 
development potential with Don DeMarino, NUSACC’s 
Chairman.

Delegates representing the Kingdom of Bahrain and 
the American Chamber of Commerce in Bahrain enjoy 
their visit to the New York Stock Exchange.
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H.E. Shaikh Mohammed bin Issa 
Al Khalifa, CEO of the Bahrain 
Economic Development Board, is 
greeted warmly at the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce by David Hamod, 
NUSACC’s President & CEO.
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DECEMBER
H.E. Jihad Azour
Minister of Finance

Lebanon
Networking Reception at the 

Ritz-Carlton Hotel
Washington, DC
December 5, 2005

– and –
ICT Roundtable on Capitol Hill

Rep. Darrell Issa, leading ICT companies 
and associations, and representatives 

from the American Chambers of 
Commerce in Lebanon and Bahrain

December 6, 2005

– and –
American Lebanese Chamber of 
Commerce (AmCham Lebanon) 

delegation
Visit to Washington, DC
December 5 & 6, 2005

Visit to Santa Clara, California
December 7, 2005

Visit to Seattle, Washington
December 8 & 9, 2005

AmCham Lebanon 
Delegation: 
Promoting JV 
Opportunities 
Coast-to-Coast

On December 5 – 10, NUSACC 
coordinated a visit to the 

United States by a high-level IT 
delegation representing the Beirut-
based American Lebanese Chamber 
of Commerce (ALCC). The visit, 
organized in cooperation with the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
covered three cities: Washington, 
D.C. (December 5&6), San Jose, 
California (December 7&8), and 
Seattle, Washington (December 9&10). The 
delegation promoted opportunities in the 
information and communication technologies 
sector in Lebanon and explored joint venture 
projects between the U.S. and Lebanon.

The visit sent a very positive signal about 
building the two nations’ business-to-business 
relationship. At each location, delegation 
members met with government off icials, 

business groups and associations, and networked 
with prospective business partners. In 
Washington D.C., the delegation attended a 
networking reception hosted by NUSACC 
and sponsored by Arab Bank. In addition, 
H.E. Dr. Farid Abboud, Ambassador of 
Lebanon to the United States, hosted a luncheon 
at his residence.

One of the highlights of the visit was an 
ICT Roundtable discussion, organized for the 
ALCC by NUSACC, in the U.S. Congress. 
This event brought together U.S. Government 
officials and leaders from American ICT 
companies and associations to discuss current 
and future industry trends. Congressman 
Darrell Issa (R-CA), an IT professional himself, 

offered remarks on commercial and political 
relations between the United States and 
Lebanon. Roundtable participants included 
Alan Gibbs, Director of International Commu-
nications & Information Policy at the U.S. 
Department of State, as well as senior repre-
sentatives of Cisco Systems, Intel, and top 
ICT associations.

In San Jose, the delegation spent a day at 
Cisco Systems, where 
they learned about 
the prospec t s  of 
cooperation between 
Cisco and the IT 
c o m m u n i t y  i n 
Lebanon. NUSACC 
h o s t e d  a  p a n e l 
discussion organized 
by Minah Ventures, 
Labnet, and Cisco 
Levant, as well as a 
networking dinner 
sponsored by Cisco 

for the delegation. In Seattle, the delegates 
spent the day at Microsoft, where they explored 
potential business opportunities with that 
company and its suppliers. They then attended 
a networking dinner hosted by NUSACC 
and sponsored by Microsoft and Denali 
Advanced Integration. 

S P O N S O R S

C O - H O S T S

P
h

o
to

 c
o

u
rt

e
sy

 o
f N

U
S

A
C

C

An IT delegation representing the American Lebanese Chamber of 
Commerce (ALCC) gets a fi rst-hand look at Microsoft’s vision of technology 
in the “car of the future” exhibit at Microsoft’s Executive Briefi ng Center 
in Seattle, Washington.

The AmCham Lebanon delegation meets with senior leaders of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, including Administrator Andrew S. Natsios (center), at USAID’s 
headquarters in Washington.
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